1 E * "of x * * 


"QF" 


A SOCIAL MONSTER; 


THE HISTORY OF 
CHARLES PRICE, 


TE * $a „ 


Otherwiſe Borinchnexz, otherwiſe n 
otherwiſe Pax ks, o herwiſe WI eMokE, other- 
wiſe BANK, otherwiſe Wx1LMOTT, otherwiſe 
WILLI1A ms, otherwiſe ScuuTz, otherwiſe 
TxzvoRs, otherwiſe Pol Ton, otherwiſe Tay- 

105 otherwiſe * &c. &c. &c. and com- 

monly called 


0 LD PAT E. 


Containing an accurate Account of the aſtoniſhing FRAUD 
and ingenious -FORGERIES of that truly 


GREAT MNMNAS 
On the "GOVERNOR and COMPANY of the BANK of - 
ENGLAND for a Series of Six Years, 


0 v D I N S - / 
A faithful Detail of his DEVICES and DEPREDATIONS . 
on SOCIETY for a Period of Fifty-five Years. 


a an 


m— Even-handed Juſtice returns the Ingredients 
Of our Poiſon d 9 to our own Lips! 


SHAKESPEARE» | 


Ms 


os 0 N D © O N. 
Printed for G, Kearſley, at Johnſon' 8 Head, in Fleet Streets 
M. Dcc. LXVI. 


£ . 
8 EY 5 — * 
* p 
: 7 — 
7 — 
— « 
* = 10 o 2 ®-4 * * 2 
. 
; 1 4 - 
. * . 
bd #3 . 
. . 4 
8 * * — - 
. 
; * 
. * . 
* 2 . . 
x 1 » . * 
* * 
. . : - E 8 3 5 
4 
; « 
. * " 
8 » oo o 
. © - 
” <4 * 
We 
: > * 
. 
5 » 
4 
oy - . * * 
© - 
: 
- 
. 5 
£ % 
E ” 
— ag . 
* . 
. a : 
- » 
— PY * 
F . a r * 4 
+ ? 
+ * 
* * 4 
* 
* 
1 7 4 
1 Ly 
a a 
; 0 
0 
— 
* 
* 4 
— 
Rn \ 
— ad - - ba * 2 
— = 2 * 
2 — — — 
2 . _— 
5 — = 


© $2 > — 2 8 % 
— » 3 : 
; j WR 4 . * . 5 ? o — * * * * 4 * LC " 
; : : * 
5 3 : 8 . 4 8 K 
. n ] * 3 x 15 x "$ 1 4 % + 1 * 1 : * * 4 
g * * Þ — = 2 99 8 2 ; 
4 } . i 9 


8 PET} can "IRE more reed has 
the liberal encouragement already 
afforded to our labours, ſo it is a moſt 
agreeable duty, not only to acquire, but 
to preſerve the favour and proceRtinn f of 
the PE. er 


Impelled by theſe pleaſing incentives; 5 
we ehearfully engaged in collecting the 


life of the moſt extraordinary character, 


on which the Divine Creator ever. be- 


Aue the lumman 5 


The rapid fale of fix editions of the 
pamphlet was the moſt convincing proof, 


that the whole life of our hero would be 
** no means unacceptable ; and, we 


+ MY 


5 
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hope, we have collected it with : an accu- 


racy which demonſtrates, that 


"7:0; de labour we delight in pbyfjes pain. 


The chief intention of this new work | is, 


to promote the cauſe of virtue, religion, 8 
and morality—to impreſs upon the mind 
of every man a due ſenſe of his own digs 


nity, and to convince him, that the proſ- 


titution of human adilities is the moſt 
profligate ingratitude to the r Author 
of his being. 


It would "Th a fignal inſtance of difre- 


. Pect, to withhold an acknowledgment 


of our obligations to the gentlemen who 
readily, and generouſly, ſupplied: us with 


the materials for the compilation of theſe- 
 Memoirs.—To them, therefore, in par- 
ticular, we return our moſt ſincere and 


humble thanks. 


To the public ! in 1 alſo, (whoſe 
curioſity we ſhall ever eſteem it our duty 


to 


7 


( * 1 
to ratify, whenever enormous offences 


are committed) we humbly dedicate theſe 
| MEMOIRS of 4 SOCIAL MonsTER. 


If they, effectually, warn one mos 
leſs youth from the deſtructive ways of 

wickedneſs—if they retrieve from the er- 
rors of paſt proceedings but one unthink- 
ing man, who has deviated from the line 
of moral rectitude — if they guard one 
able and indigent creature, only, againſt 
falling. into the ſnares and temptations 
with which his moſt mortal enemy ĩs 
hourly alluring him; — and if they operate, 

in general, with all good men, as encou- 
ragements to perſeverance in public and 
private virtues, our pains will be truly 
profitable. — Theſe MEMOIRS may then 
be conſidered as arrows that hit, but do 
not hurt; and, that though they penetrate 


the heart, vet N are Weg with 
GOLD. 


* * 
* 1 ” 


——— Tals quis 4 ph in. 3 


1 


| Ridend tremulas mortis non-ire \fub1 umbras.? 
5 IN VO 


17 N V 0 & 4 Y 1 0 * 
1 0 


74 U E 1 7 2 N. 


" ,OME, prince of darkneſs ! Fon abs 
- fernal miſchief, come! Whether at Rufus? 


Hall, with band and gown, in glorious quirk 


engaged; or, in the Pulpit, ſnuffling to the long- 
| ear'd tribe of Tottenham Court Road, loft in 


_rhapſodic madneſs, thee we call from thence! ? 
| Attend } Deeds, that muſt delight thee more, 


demand thee | Thou who didft inſpire thy choſen 
ſervant, Voltaire, to ridicule religion, morality, 
and his God !—Come in that fatyric garb in 
which thou didſt hug the wicked wit, whilſt he 
deſcribed the profeſſor Bangloſs, the beſt of all 
poſſible German theologians, giving his be- 
layed Cunegunda a lecture in experimental phi- 
_ lofophy ! Or, ſhould a nocturnal viſit pleaſe thee 
moſt, then come at that hour, and take that co-- 
mic ſhape and limping gait in which thou didſt 
appear to the young ſtudent, whilſt he ſurveyed 
thy power, influence, and excellence at Madrid. 


! Bot ſhould neither of thee allure thee, then 


aſſume 


65 is 2 | 

aſſume that ſubtle air with which thou didſt in- 
fuſe thy glowing ſatire into the, mind of our mo- 
dern Ariſtophanes! O Lucifer! O Belzebub } 
O Aſmodeus! O Cupid ! whichſoever name thou 


chuſeſt, for great and glorious is thy fame in each, 
eome with all thy grinning malice, thy arch de- 


lights, thy chearful malignity, and teach us to re- 
late with life and glee the never- to- be: forgotten 

exploits of thy twin- brother CHARLES PRICE I 
It is thy cauſe, O prince, that we embrace, it is 


thy honour that we ſeek, it is thy glory we would 
eſtabliſh ; ſuffer us not, therefore, to flag in this 
thy honourable ſervice. Peradventure, by reading 


the immortal deeds of thy near and dear relation, 
a child of Heaven may gain a whole kingdom, and 


loſe his own ſoul. What then will be thy joy i 


how great thy triumph! How will thy ſubterra- 
nean imps rejoice, when the fallen angel graces 


thy domain, by reading only what thy ingenuity 


haſt inſpired us to write ! Thee, therefore, we in- 


voke and, Fan E inſtrukt, [Make ealy 


1 


: vere, practiſed with fo whvch; Sw Fell 


the Courtier at St. James's to the Lawyer at Lin- 


coln's-Inn, of cutting a man 's throat with a 


feather. —Give us to. know, and knowing,” to 


under ſtand, how, when theſe thy agents ſmile, 
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5 wei majiexpeRt our. Te alſo that we 1 l 
diſtinguiſh their pretended aſſiduities to ſerve, 
from their real intentions to deſtroy. Laſtly, thou 


old and fruitful. genius of moſt pleaſant miſchief, 


convince us, for we have ſome ſhrewd doubts. 
about us, whether or no it was not thy own; 


infernal majeſty, inſtead: of maſter Patch, that 
ſo long and fo ingeniouſiy contrived to plague. * 
mankind with thy exploits ? Thou, who knoweſt 


the ſimilation of characters; thou, who undety 


ſtandeſt ſo well the proximities. of head and heart, 


inform us, if any but the devil himſelf could 


poſſeſs ſentiments ſo truly appropriate to thy ſa- 
ble majeſty. Could a mortal make à boaſt, that 

he never had a friendſhip for any man in his 
life, nor ever wiſhed any man to have a friend- _ 
fhip for him could he avow that TRICK upon 


TRICE was the univerſal principle, and that he 


would practice it as often as he found it expe- 


dient! Explain this one ſecret to us, good king 
of hell, and we are thine to the very centre of 
thy dominions; where, having finiſhed this hiſ- 


tory in a manner that redounds to thy praiſe and 


glory, we may exult 


8 8 varios caſus, per tat d; bſcrimina rerum 
Taudimus / 
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To the. READER. 


AVING, fince the "i: of theſe 
MEmMoiRs, been favoured by a friend. with | 
the e of a book, intituled The SWINDEERS 
CHRONICLE; publiſhed inthe year 1778, in which 
our hero was then introduced, an extract that : 
| relates to him is here prefixed, as it not only 
confirms our likeneſs of his perſon, but ſerves- 
to authenticate that part of. the hiſtory to which 
it ſo a alludes. Vide: Page I 52. An 


Grange Paton, beſide FOO guilty of a egreat 
number of other villainies, lately defrauded a_wi- 
_ dew in the following mannere pretending that he had 
diſpoſed of a very great ſum of ready money in the 
purchaſe of a valuable eſtate, the rents of which he 


was not willing to demand till an appointed time, de 


prevailed upon the poor woman to lend him froe hun- 
dred Sons and to take . per cent . 

: With this money he ft ap a — on * : 
Surry fide of the Thames, not far from the Feſence 
of a great Biſhop, where he remained as long as he 
could make a prey of the neighbouring inhabitants. 
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| Upon application being made to him for the above 
foe hundred ppunds; he entered an atton againſt the 
_ deluded widow _ wary; and recovered treble the 
5 Jen barrow.” f | ” n „ 
N, var Are ben. the 6 pal of this Abend N- 
TUR ER #5, His knowing the ſucceſs of his ſcheme 
bull inevitably ruin the poor woman and her fami- 
"ly; and indeed this was the caſe, for ſbe is now in 
N #he «gk 2 up da bereue, „ | 


7 


He is one / the perſons who advertiſe t to extri- 
cate tradeſmen from their di ficulties. Whenever he 
, applied to on this buſineſs, he prevails upon the un- 
fortunate perſons to lay before him the whole fate of 
* their affair rs, and after pretending to have been fome 
days extremely buſy among the creditors, either extorts 
money from them by threatening to expoſe their cir- 
cumſtances, or. ads arre Fane Ons es e 
ee | 
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Hei 5 a 5 W man, rather of a fair com- 
plexion, | hollow-eyed,' with 4 dent _— and 1 
"inclining towards each Mor, ©” Wy | 
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ruine 


Mr. Levy, the name of the gentleman he 


intended to defraud of diamonds. 


„ 


dexterity, but in vain, to trace the de- 


ſcent of the hero who is to be the ſubject of 
theſe memoirs. It would have been a great 
pleaſure to us, had we been enabled to inform 
our readers, that he had deſcended from ſome 
of thoſe ſtocks of our ancient nobility, who are 
indebted for their dignities either to the treaſons 
of their grandfathers, or the proſtitution of their 
grandmothers.— All we can learn is, that he came 
of poor but honeſt Welch parentage, who prided 
themſelves in their loyalty to their prince, and 


eat their leeks with content. That his grand- 


father and father were taylors by trade, and that 
his mother ſat ſome value upon her virtue. It 
is therefore pretty evident, that he could not 


come from the loins of any very noble race. 


One ſuggeſtion, however, we are certainly at 
A. liberty 
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W E have exerted all our biographical 
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lebrated wit who paid his debts alphabetically 


your = 


= 


liberty to make, and we hope the reader will 


pardon us for anticipating his reflection, that, 


as his father, when in his native mountains, was 
Called Ap-rice, ſo it denoted him of ſome Welch 


diſtinction; but when he quitted Wales, which 
was in the year 1720, he laid down the title of 
Ap, and by a modeft contraction, peculiar to 
thoſe ſons of innocence and liberty, when they 
are on their travels, and alſo in conformity to 
the principles of his. profeſſion, he angliciſed it 
into Price. From this ſuggeſtion ariſes two re- 
flections, firſt, that the ſire of our hero could not 


be of a very dingy deſcent, and ſecondly, which 


we are informed is an abſolute fact, and there- 


fore, as hiſtorians, hold ourſelves bound to re- 
cord it, it ſerved him for a very ſpecial purpoſe; 


not that of deferring his creditors, like a ce- 


* Tt may not be amiſs to b this ſtory. The perſon al- 
luded to was waited on by his taylor, who being aſked his name, 
ſaid it was LLOYD. Are you ſure, ſaid the gentleman, it is not 
Floyd ?—O yes, Sir, ſaid honeſt ſtitch, I aſſure you it is Lloyd. 
— Becauſe, replied the wit, I under Rand that in Wales, Lloyd 
and Floyd are ſynonimous terms, that you ſometimes call Floyd 
Lloyd, and Lloyd Floyd. —Sometimes, Sir, ſaid the taylor; but 
my name is Lloyd, —Why, then, Mr. Lloyd, ſaid the gentle- 
man, you muſt know that I am paying, my debts alphabeti- 
cally, and had your name been Floyd, you might have ſtood 
ſome chance with your F. but I would not give a 4 for 


but 


41 
but he ſunk the , in order to avoid the enqui- 
ries of a certain gentleman, from whom in the 
20th year of his age, and the 5th year of his ap- 
prenticeſhip, he thought proper to run away.— 
There is no doubt but this elopement was the 
effect of his ambition, and as all deeds of dif- 
honour or diſhoneſty, when buttoned up in that 
royal ſurtout, are intitled to our praiſe and ad- 
miration; ſo we could not much blame Mr. 
Price for aſpiring to wealth and renown, had- 
he even acquired it by cutting his maſter's throat, 
and afterwards runnin ng away with the whole of 
his N 


It was in a year aforeſaid, that the father of 
our hero, thinking himſelf fully qualified i in the 
true art and myſtery of the gooſe and thimble, 
for he had certainly already turned a black coat 
for the curate of the pariſh, thought there was 
no great neceſſity for throwing away two years 
more of his time upon his maſter, notwithſtand- 
ing any indenture to the contrary, and emerged 
from his obſcurity in Wales; thereby laying the 
foundation of that fortune and honour, which 
afterwards crowned him in Monmouth Street, 
in the pariſh of St. Giles's in the Fields, in 
the county of F Miadlefer. 

Az We 


( 4 1 

We could certainly conceal a circumſtance 
from the reader, if we did not conceive the in- 
tegrity of an hiſtorian to be of more importance 
'than an oath, taken by many people at the Old 
Bailey, who think themſelves only bound to tru: 
enfuwer make to all ſuch quęſtions as ſhall be demand. 
ed, and therefore conſcientiouſly tell only that 
part of the caſe which they are not paid to dif- 
cloſe, be it either to acquit or hang the'priſoner: 
and ſhould a croſs accident bring out any cir- 
cumſtance unfavourable to their views, can im- 
mediately, upon an interrogatory, advert to the 
oath and clear their conſciences by replying, 1 
was not aſked the queſtion.” But we, who are 
ſworn by another and better kind of oath, and 
in which there is no ſuch good natured ſalvo, 
viz. that of telling the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, muſt not omit any part of 
the hiſtory that has come to our knowledge: 
| Beſides, there is a delicacy in hiſtorians which 
can rarely be found in Old Bailey witneſſes, for 
we think the concealment of a truth, in certain 
caſes, equally criminal with telling a wilful falſe- 
hood; and therefore, in the diſcharge of our 
conſciences, mult inform our readers that the 
ſaid Charles, who afterwards became ſo great a. 
| man 


man in st. Giles s, had been put out apprentice 
to the ſaid maſter, by the ſaid pariſh, who had 


given with him no leſs a ſum than fifty ſhillings. 


Nor can we offend any gentleman of the gooſe 
and thimble by recording ſuch baſe-born ſervi- 


tude, who now may {tile himſelf an Efquire, or 


write himſelf one of his majeſty's juſtices of the 
peace, for the county of Middleſex, and city and 
liberty of Weſtminſter, even though it might 
have been his own caſe : for have not many of 
our biſhops, nay, arch-biſhops, been ſervitors of 
Oxford or ſizers of Cambridge, and ſent there 
by a charity ſchool? And where then can be the 
reflection, when we ſay the father of our hero 
had been a pariſh e 5 


W therefore ſaid as much of him, up to 


this period, as we do know, we hold it right 
we ſhould not ſay of him what we do not know z = 


and, according to the line already laid down by 
us, think it proper to declare that from the year 


1720, we have no further knowledge. of our 


hero's fire, than, that he induſtriouſly worked as 
an humble journeyman taylor in the cities of 
London and Weſtminſter, with divers maſters in 


the ſaid profeſſion till the year 1727, which, by 


A3 8 calcula- 


4% 


. T 5 1 | 
Sen, we ſhall find, was ſerving his ap- 
prenticeſnip in this great metropolis, as a jour- 
neyman, for his own emolument, ere he arrived 
at that ſeat of nen, a ſhop-board i in ack 
mouth Street, 


We cannot help obſerving here, even though 
by way of anticipation, the ſtrength of a re- 
flection once made by our hero. Had I never 
been at Copenhagen I ſhould never have got out of 
Newgate ;”* which reflection we ſhall in due time 
explain, To this we may, perhaps, add, that 
the ſon might never have hanged himſelf had 
the father never have got into Monmouth Street; 
for there is no doubt, but, it was from thence 
he drew all his ideas of deception, in the different 
diſguiſes in which we ſhall exhibit him hereafter, 
and prove him the moſt renowned character of 
the age. Thus we ſee how ambition raiſes it- 
ſelf. the old man left Wales, a poor journey- 
man Welch taylor, and got promoted to be one 
of the commiſſioners of the board in Monmouth 
Street, and the young one, thereby, has the ho- 
nour of becoming the hero of this our hiſtory, 


The reader will ſee that ſeven years have 
elapſed with nothing very remarkable; but as 
| en. al 


ent 


er, 


it- 


4 . 


all great accompliſhments generall y owe 1 
origin to very little cir-umſtances,. we could 


not, without violating the gradations of hiſtory, 


* 


omit to mention the circumſtance that laid the 


foundation of the moſt curious ſcenes of diſſi- 
mulation; that ever dignified the fertile invention 


of ingenious knavery. 


1 It was in this ſituation that the father of 


our hero, who had ſaved about one hun- 
dred pounde, thought proper to take unto him- 


ſelf a wife, of whom it is hardly worth our 


while to ſay much, becauſe it appeareth unto 
us that ſhe was eminent for nothing but good 
qualities, and a woman no way worthy of the 


builder, he then fat up for a gentleman, and 


took a country houſe in the county of Surry, by 


virtue of his majeſty's writ of Habeas Cor- 
pus. After ſatisfying his creditors, by paying 
them —nothing at all, he repaired his ſhattered 


fortune by becoming an eminent trading juſtice 


precious male-fruit of her loins.—She had been 
a ſervant to a carpenter in that neighbourhood, 
who, by his induſtry, was enabled to become a 


of the peace, and thereby, without aſſuming . 


any impudence q or arrogance, as he was legally 


entitled, > 
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many equally honourable gentlemen with the 


lities. The Cuſtos Rotolorum knows that 


-or he never would have put one of the aforeſaid 
| honourable gentlemen into the commiſſion, who 


rr ESTES ́ . ˙ oy torrent ET 


to execute himſelf even on the baxe ſuſpicion of 


ticed it at all, but for the circumſtance of its hav- 


ſweethearts who apply themſelves rather to the 
pantry and the purſe, than to the heart of their 
dulcinea's; ſo, finding Mr. Price a ſober, active, 
buſy, buſtling young fellow, ſhe thought, and 
wiſely _ in our opinion, that ſhe could not 


t 5 1 
entitled, ſubſcribed himſelf 1 A 
Efquire. It is hardly worth our while to men- 
tion ſo trivial a circumſtance, which happened 
ſo many years ago, as there are now a days, 


fame equally honourable title, who enjoy the 
dignity to which they were raiſed without the 
ſpecious qualification of merit, learning, or abi- 


ſigning even the name is more than ſufficient, 
never will do his country ſo much ſervice as 
our hero did, when his nice feelings drove him 
a forgery. Nor, indeed, ſhould we have no- 
ing enabled our hero's father to ſet up maſter for 
himſelf; for his wife having been that indiſcreet 


ſort of girl, who delighted more in laying up 
her money, than in ſpending it on thoſe kind of 


| beſtow 


— 


* 
beflow the fruits of her induſtry, near two hun- 
dred pounds, better than by taking to huſ- 
band ſuch a knight of the thimble, as would in 
all probability bring in an inereaſe to their ſtock 
25 well as their family. 


1 return. By a peculiar affiduity in his bu- 
ſineſs, and the joint ſtock juſt mentioned, Mr, 
Price became enabled to ſet up as a ſaleſman, 
and became maſter for himſelf in the very place 
where he had been a journeyman. As his tongue 
never wanted for oil, nor his fingers for bird- 
lime, ſo his eye, like that of a hawk's, never let 
a pigeon eſcape him. We may add likewiſe, 
that if a brother hawk attempted to ſeize | 
the ſame prey, the talons of Mr. Price fo ſkil- 
fully ſtruck him in the aſſailable part, that he 
was ſure to fly away with the game. Theſe va 
luable accompliſhments, whilſt they acquired him 
the reſpect of his brother ſaleſmen without doors, 
and probably their curſes within, added every day 
to his gains, thereby verifying the old proverb, 
&* The more the fox is curſed the better he thrives.” 
— This adage was often in the mouth of Mr. 
Price, who frequently boaſted his cunning in 
having taken a Shop the corner of Earl Street 
: - | and 
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x 
and Weſt Street, which cotamanded four princi. 
pal ſtreets, leading into Monmouth Street. If the 
reader ever has been in London, he muſt know 


10 J 


that thoſe tradeſmen, who mean .to thrive in 


the world, and live comfortably on the fruits 
of their honeſt labours, ſuch as pawn-brokers, 
keepers of gin-ſhops, and bawdy-houſe keepers, 
generally contrive, for the convenience of their 
cuſtomers, to take a corner ſhop, and thereby, like 


good gameſters, ſweep every thing before them; 
very judiciouſly conſidering a corner houſe to be 


a ſnug freehold eſtate, though it may not have 


any yards, ways, eaſements, drains, paſſages, 
water-courſes, &c. &c. which give a preference 


to very < otner eſtate 1 in the kingdom. 


To the obſerver of human nature it is often 
ſeen that the want of education is often ſupplied 


by a good ſtock of worldy cunning. Hence, tho 
Mr. Price was very illiterate in the claſſics, yet | 


he was a proficient in the ſcience of making 
money, — Though he would over- reach any cuſ- 
tomer, and ſwear he was a loſer, yet he deſpiſed 
any act of knavery out of his own line of trade. 
—Two words therefore may ſum up his cha- 


racer, he was a ſmart clever fellow. 
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| tify a removal, Mr. Price. put- them to a Mr, 


ſome weak judges of the human heart call impu- 
dence, our Charley was the elder brother. — Hay. 
ing very ingeniouſly, therefore, ripped from a coat 


he put on his brother's coat, whipped out at 
then put his own coat on.— This lace was miſſed 
by Mr. Price in a few hours, and every body 


boch, a good-natured gentleman, who very un- 
juſtly bears a conſiderable portion of blame, 


— ——̃ XſX— —2v:— ũQẽ . — 
— 2 rr 
— 2 7 * * " 
PI IE r — Ln, rn ——. T - 
— 
> 6 8 22 _— * 
— — EET 4 - 
— . .. - 
pay — 4 — —— 3 
4 — — — "£7 . — 2 —. n 9 I” 
22 — > uae — — ns CI IEC 


| ſhoulders the robbery ought really to fall ; and 


E . 


mote was qualified to teach, ſufficiently to ju. 


Knollett, a very worthy Swiſs gentleman, who 
taught French in Queen Street, Seven -Dials, 
It was at this academy our hero firſt acquired: 
ſmattering of that language, and we muſt do 
him the juſtice to own, he not only out-ſtrippe 
his elder brother in ſchool exerciſes, but in 
ſchool roghteries, one inſtance of which we have 
been enabled te treat our readers with.—— There 
happened to be a very great likeneſs between 
the two; but in ingenuity, which ſome ſilly peo-' 
ple term thieving, and in preſence of mind, which 


a piece of gold lace, worth fifteen ſhillings, 


the back door and fold it to a Jew merchant 
for fifteen pence, returning the ſame way, and 


taxed with it, but he found it was done by M- 


when the party robbed cannot diſcover on whoſe 


for 


ö 
for which this Mr. Nobedy is very often 3 Es 


Mr Wi ened to be kicked" and cuffed, nay even to be 
who WY horſe-whipped whenever he-is diſcovered. —Un- . 
ia, fortunately, however, for the elder, who had a8 
ed: boldly denied the fact, as the ſeeond born ſor 
x 0 bad ingeniouſly contrived it, the Jew merchant, 
ppel who was travelling with his diurnal warehoufs. 
tin from St. James's, happened to take Monmouth 
have Street in his route to Duke's Place, in order to 


ſhew Mr. Price a good bargain, when, on emp- 


a ſack, among other equally honeſt purchaſes, | 
nich! to the great ſurprize and aſtoniſhment of Mr. 
mpu⸗ Price, out tumbled the above piece of lace, | 
Hav. Queſtion ſucceeded queſtion, and threat, at laſt, 
cot forced that from the Iſraelite, which even Mr. 
lings Price's cunning could not have produced with- 


| tying the warehouſe aforeſaid, commonly called | 


wut at out it, He acknowled ged that he-had bought 


chant MW it of a boy in the ſtreet, but ſwore by the five 
7, and books of Moſes he thought him to have been a 
niſſed IM footman, that he came honeſtly by it, or he 
body would not have bought it, and by Jehovah, that 
NM. he gave him a fair market for it, half a guinea, 
7 un- which was only nine ſhillings and three-pence 
lame, ¶ more than the faid Jew had actually given. Now 
whoſe in this lie the Iſraelite know himſelf ſecure; for, 
; and | ” | as” 


1 
as he was one of thoſe good-natured tribe of 
Jews, who never would let a friend be loſt for 
want of an affidavit or two, ſo by having fre- 
quently obliged a friend in diſtreſs, he had ac. 
_ quired knowledge enough to know there could 
be no conviction for perjury, when it is only oath 
| oppoſed againſt oath, and that in law, his oath 
would go. as far as the very attorney's that 
employed him on ſuch friendly occaſions. 


— — — — 5. 4 — 
£ — — — JEL 
— 


— — . —— „ . — — 
g N ——— —— 
1 3 7 
* * * — ae a - 


— bn 


The deſcription of this boy having been de- 
manded, the Jew now as readily told a truth, as 
before he had invented a lie. Nor would we 
have the reader be at all ſurpriſed at this condud 
in our merchant; for thoſe who know beſt how 
to lie, know, that to blend a truth and a falſe- 
hood together, ſo that the lie cannot be ſepa- 
rated from the truth, is the beſt and ſafeſt way 
of lying. Now, as we cannot accuſe the Jew 
of having ſtolen it, he would have been a lit- 
tle unjuſt to himſelf, if he had told what he 
really gave for it: he thought it neceſſary too, 
for his reputation, to add a lie to a truth, and to 
fay he had given an honeſt price for what he 
had honeſtly bought. He therefore declared, 
upon his honour, that he bought it of a boy; 


ww balf-a-guinca for it, and that he was 
| dreſſed 
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led in a blue coat.— The father with his . 
lace, and the merchant with his warehouſe; 


inſtantly tripped to Mr. Knollett's, where Tom- 
my and Charley were produced, when Moſes 
immediately fixed on poor Maſter Tommy 
Price, who had his blue coat on; and Monſieur 


C Knollett being informed of the fact, his poſte= 
riors were immediately laid bare, on which cha- 
racters, of all colours, were preſently pretty large- 


[ly and deeply indented. —After this flogging _ 


bout, he was ſearched for the money, but in vain; 


and it was as equally vain to aſk him what he 


had done with it, as to get him to acknowledge æ 
fact he had never committed. This denial pro- 
duced more caſtigation, and Mr. Price returned 
from the ſchool, lamenting the ſevere correction, 


and the boy's obſtinacy.— The reader muſt alſo 


know, that our hero was the. very perfon that 


horſed his elder ſuffering brother. And as it 


was the firſt of his ingenious eontrivances we 


have upon record, we cannot diſmiſs the tale, 
without informing him, that he has frequently 


boaſted, it was the greateſt delight he ever taſted 


during the whole Ts of his ſcholaſtic di- 
verſions. | 
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We think it would be tedious to the e 0 to 
recapitulate the exploits of our hero while at 
| ſchool. We are in poſſeſſion of abundance, but 
as they all tend to prove him to have been an 
early borrower of other perſons properties, with- 
cout their ſpecial licenee and conſent firſt had 
and obtained, we hope the fact above ſtated, 
will be ſufficient to deſcribe a head and heart, 
which afterward turned out to be ſo great an 
honour to that ſociety, of which he became ſo 
very eminent a member. Beſides, from the age 
of maturity to the time he departed this life, we 
know hardly of any one of his exploits, which 
the law could, vulgarly, term felony, fave and ex- 
cept that for which he, with ſo much ill- nature to 
- a certain great officer of juſtice, laid rude and vi- 
olent hands upon himſelf. Whilſt he was a man, 
he was too much of a gentleman, to blow out 
another's brains on the highway ; or cleave his 
ſkull open with a hanger. He had too much pride 
to venture his neck for a purſe, or his liberty 
for a pocket handkerchief, His attack was 
nobly confined to the heart and purſe, joint- 
ly: and, if he could break the one, and ſe- 
cure the other, without doing you any bodily 


inury, that is, by the imple means s of cunning 
and 


E 17 1 
and contrivance, his end was perfectly at 
ed; provided, that in accompliſhing it, he could; 
at the ſame time, avoid the clutches of a cer- 
tain long-armed lady, whom we have often ſeen | 
with a bandage over her eyes, a pair of ſcales 
in one hand, and a ſword in the other, who is 
now and then fo rude, as to deal out an effec- 
tual blow or two, to thoſe gentlemen who 
foolifhly fall in love with what they ought 
have no inclination at all for, i. e. the propertʒ 
of other perſons. 

It was from this period, chat our hero be- 
came the favourite of his father, and he the 
more ingratiated himſelf into it, the more he 
reviled his brother about the lace, which be- 
ing ſagacious enough to ſee, he artfully took 
every opportunity of reviving the offence before 
his father, and of jeering his brother on account 
| of the puniſhment he had ſa unjuſtly received 
at the hands of Mr. Knollett. This laid the 
foundation of an animoſity between the two 
brothers, which. ripened with their years, and in 
proportion as Charles became the favourite, the 
hatred of Tom was thereby increaſed. He was 
of a quick; revengeful turn of mind, and as he 
could not brook. the behaviour of Charles, kis 
inſelence was returned by blows; for which he 
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was repaid with that quantum of damages by 
the father, which the law directs on a recovery 
upon all qui-tam actions. — And here, one word 


who have a favourite child. — The puniſhment 


couraged the other to be a knave ; and though 


who was open in his diſpoſition, ſoon became a 
| bolder rogue; and Charles, who was a ly art- 


EE tm. 


of advice to all who call themſelves ford parents, 


of Tom, for an offence he never committed, 
and the ſuffering Charles to upbraid him with 
it, whilſt it drove the one to be diſhoneſt, en- 


in different ways, yet in meaſures which cor- 
reſponded with their different tempers. Tom, 


ful fellow, daily improved In _ ſpecies oſ 
diſhoneſty and POO 


As wy grew up, the father found the ne- 
ceflity of ſeparating them; Tom was put out to 
a ſaleſman, and Charles, for a time, remained 
at home. When we ſay for a time, we meal 
as long as the father could ſuffer him in his 
houſe, which was, till he was about unte 
years of age. 


Before we diſmiſs the elder brother, we ſhall 
relate one anecdote of him which proves an a 
| _ finit 
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mean 
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finity to our hero Ae lived Janssen with 
a Mr. Creed, a ſaleſman, in Roſemary-lane. 
If the reader ſhould not perfectly know where 
Roſemary-lane is, we muſt inform him, that 
ſince many gentlemen of the cloth have ſat up 
as ſaleſmen there, the corners of the ſtreet have 


been white waſhed, and the place baptized with 


| the above name, in lieu of the vulgar appella- 


tion of Rag-fair, which name it now no more 
deſerves, than a Jew does that of Moſes, or 
Nathan, who having long been aſhamed of 
his family misfortunes, has waſhed away the 
ſtain by getting himſelf naturalized, and ap 
ing the name of an honeſt Chriſtian. 


In Roſemary-lane then, if the reader pleaſes, 
lived Mr. Thomas Price, with the ſaid Mr. 


Creed, and as Mr. Creed poſſeſſed that ſtock of 
old cloaths, which entitled him to the aforeſaid 


diſtinction, viz. a gentleman, he uſed, very 
generouſly, to ſupply weekly all country markets 


round the metropolis, with ſuch habits as were 


ſuitable to the different avocations of country 
folks, in order that the carter and the curate 
might go decently on one day in the week to 
one houſe together, —To theſe markets, Mr. 
Creed uſed to 5 his man Thomas with a cart 

load 
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load of different lots; and it happening, very 
unfortunately for Mr. Creed, as well as his fa. 
mily, that he was viſited, in Tom's abſence, by 


a certain bald-headed figure, who, hierogliphi. 
cally, carries an hour glaſs in one hand and 2 


ſcythe in the other, and who was ſo rude and 
peremptory in this viſit, that he would not be 
ſaid, nay. Thomas, hearing of his maſter's 
departure, not only fold all the cloaths with 
which he was intruſted, but finding the horſe 


incapable of performing the journey back again, 
and the cart being of no uſe to him withouta, 
*horſe, he diſpoſed of the whole, amounting to 

ſomewhere about two hundred pounds, and 


miſtaking his way back to the then Rag-fair, 


was ſo loſt and bewildered, that he never could 
recover the road back again, till the late Sir 
Samuel Fludyer, who was the aſſignee, thought 
proper to pay a viſit to his old friend and ac- 
quaintance Mr. Creed. 


We muſt here, for a period, leave honeſt 
Thomas, whom we may have occaſion to men- 
tion once or twice more at fartheſt, during our 
hiſtorical peregrination, and return to our he- 
r0.— We ſaid, that theſe brothers differed in 

their 


2 


Ta S 


their diſpoſitions, that Thomas was bold, NE 
Charles artfu], in taking advantages; * which 


term, we hope, no reader will, ill-naturedly, 
conſtrue into thieving. The fact above ſtated 


is a proof of the boldneſs, and the following one 
of the art we mentioned, and will ſerve as il- 


luſtrations of our deſcription of characters. 


One day, during the abſence of his father, a 
failor had ſtaggered to Monmouth-ſtreet, to 
buy ſome cloaths, and was caught by our hero 


at that corner we before deſcribed to be ſo op- 


portunely ſituated. © He was ſoon uſhered into a 


room, where it is ſo ingeniouſly contrived, that 


in the noon of a ſummer's day, it is hardly poſ- 
ible to diſtinguiſh a blue from a black, or a 
green from a blue coat. The honeſt tar was 


ſhewn a coat and waiſtcoat, the real value of 
which was under two guineas, They were 


ſoon whipped on, and although conſiderably too 


little, Charley ſo ſcientifically ſqueezed him 
up in them, that he perſuaded the fellow they 
fitted him exactly. The price being demanded, 


Charley declared upon his honour, that the low- 


eſt farthing he could take was five guineas, 
The tar, who * believed that no man was 
. . 
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1 25 1 
doable of ſo ſolemn an aſſertion to any thing 
that was not ſtrictly true, put his hand in his 
pocket, and laid down the money. Charley: 
cunning, which had never been deficient when 
an advantage could be taken i in an honeſt way, 
ſuggeſted to him that five guineas, for an article 
worth but two, was hardly profit enough, and 
therefore ſtepped down to his father's journey. 
man below, under pretence of getting ſomething 
to put the cloaths up in. To him Charley la- 
mented his folly, adding, that © he had a fi 
de flat. above ſtairs, and that he might as well 
have had ſix guineas as five.” „ Do you, 
ſaid he, „follow me up ſtairs, enquire what! 
« have done, appear as my father, pretend to be 
« very angry, ſwear they coſt you ſix guinea, 
« give me two or three ſham kicks and cuffs, 
ce and I dare fay we ſhall nail him for another 
« guinea.” Charles, who though then but very 
young, was a conſiderable adept in diſtinguiſhing 
fools, and by no means deficient in diſcerning a 
rogue ; no ſooner therefore had he propoſed this 
ſcheme of taking a little advantage of the fool, 
than he found that he had to ſoften a rogue to 
come into the meaſure, 'The journeyman pre- 


tended to remonſtrate at the aforeſaid little ad- 
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drantage, even to heſitate at joining, in what he 
hoſe, at that moment, to deſcribe as a glaring 
mpoſition : but Charley ſoon quieted his con- 
ience, by adding, © You ſhall go halves in all 
© we get above the five guineas.” — This propo- 
al brought the journeyman a peg lower, and our 
oung hero, being rather in haſte for fear of the 
ather's return, totally relaxed all oppoſition, by 
Promiſing another half guinea in caſe of com- 
Piance. The bargain thus truck, Charles re- 
uned to the tar, and began to pack up the ſuit, 
with many fine obſervations on the quality of 
he cloth, and its cheapneſs, when the jour- 
eyman appeared, and began to make enquiries 
about the price it was ſold for. Charles re- 
plied, he had fold them but for five guineas; 
and the other pretending to look at certain E- 
pyptian characters made uſe of by all learned 
radeſmen, who chuſe to keep their fair dealings 
a-ſecret to the world, began to blame the young 
faleſman for miſtaking the marks, and ſwore : 
he cloaths coſt him more money out of his own 
pocket. A kind of aggravating reply, on the 
part of Charley, took. place; the pretended 
father began to fulfill the aforeſaid agreement 
between the ſaid parties, by giving ſham kicks 

e e „ . 


and cuffs, which the ſailor taking to be ſo mary 
broadſides on a defenceleſs enemy, cried out 
e Avaſt, mate, don't ſend: the little trader tg 
4 the bottom, (for he was juſt then at the to 
e of the ſtairs) if he has made a miſtake, why, 
c here's a guinea to repair the damage,” ani 
laying it down, departed, well pleaſed with his 
| bargain ; but much more fo with having, by a 
profeſſional generoſity, ſaved the boy a pool 
drubbing, by the infignificant trifle of a guinea, 


As ſoon as the tar was gone, our hero would 
fain have broke his ſecond engagement, but the 
Journeyman being reſolute, he was forced to 
give him one guinea out of fix, in order that he 
might pocket three more. And though Mr. 
Price commended his ſon's ſharpneſs when he 
gave him two guineas, he little thought how 
much he was'indebted to that ſharpneſs which 
taught his ſon to rob his father, and at the ſame! 
time, make a tool of his Journeyman. 


Though this 5h one of thoſe little advan» 
tages we before-mentioned, and ſuch an inge- 
nious trick of trade, as may perhaps, by a ju 


. of commercial caſuiſts, be brought in Jusiri- 
| ABLE 


"E 25 1 * 

\BLE Diskoxks rv; yet the event proved that 
was the ſeed of a prolific knavery, which 
ipened by the dunghill of an over-reaching | 
:poſition, poifoned the ſoil it very rarely fer- 

Wilizes to advantage. | 


-With a7 gentle reader, we muſt ſtop 
ere a little, and advert to an expreſſion made 
ſe of juſt now by our hero, viz. a fine flat. — 
perhaps thou haſt never ſeen that juſticiary 1 man- 

ap called the Pol Ic, in Bow Street. If 
ou haſt not, know, that, in contradiſtinction 
o that epithet, there are in this great town, and 
all towns in England, upon fair-days, gentle - 
en, who are at the man- trap aforeſaid, declined 

s noun-adjeCtives, ſharps; but if thou wouldſt 
ve into the very life and ſoul of this ſecret, thou 
t then find that theſe laſt are, in the Prig's 
ictionary, refined into the noun-ſubſtantive, 
eds, — Thou muſt know alſo, that theſe ſaid 
rles, for we wiſh to make uſe of the proper 
chnical term on the occaſion, deſcribe ſuch 
ols as will purchaſe a ring value fifteen ſhil- 
gs, for fifty pounds; or venture a game at 
rds for a round ſum with gentlemem to whom ; 
ey are perfect ftrangers, to be flats, One 
ethod. by which theſe needles find out theſe 
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| fats, is, by certain very ſtrong Hoes: in the 


countenance, . which pourtray a very weak head, 
and another is, by a certain deſcription of gen- 
tlemen, conſtantly wearing white ſilk ftock- 
ings on a very wet or dirty day, when other 


men, a little wiſer than themſelves, carry black 
legs, —theſe are termed flats; 3 but no man de- 
ſerves the name of a fine flat, who is Not either 


an idiot or an incredible dupe, and therefore it 
was with great claſſical propriety our hero called 


his ſailor a fine flat, at the ſame time giving 
an early and living proof of his {kill in that a- 


ſtrological ſcience, by which he afterwards could 


fo very cleverly diſtinguiſh characters line 


in the face and ands. 


— 


To return. Tradition alſo informs us, that 
Charley was no leſs dexterous in turning a text 


of ſcripture into ridicule, and that he was, on 


that account, eſteemed as a very ſmart, ſubtle, 
penetrating lad. — When at Mr. Knollett's 
the head claſs were employed in an expoſition 
of the ten commandments, and when they came 
to the ninth, 
Tu ne dirais point faux lune contre ton Fas 
chain, 8 
Thou ſhalt not bear falſe w witneſs "a tly 
neighbour, | . 


1 the 


head, 


gen. 
Lock- 


other 


black 
1 de- 
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a text 
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our hero interpreted -it in a double ſenſe, and 
maintained that its other ANG fair Rs han 


was, 
Thou may'/t bear fo 7 8 for 46 neighbour - 
for, argued Charles Price, jun. though the com- 


mandment forbids falſe teſtimony again/t a neigh- 
bour, yet it does not prohibit you from giving 
it for him; therefore, added he, if it had not 
meant to N it, the commandment would 


have run, | 
Tu ne dirais point faux temoinage, 


* Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs ; : wet mes 


and then archly aſked if every law did not allow 


what it does not t exprefily diſallo W?! 


By the ſame facred authority we are alſo in- 
formed, that having once been deſired to explain 


the honorable diſtinction of F. R. S. he, with - 
out much heſitation, declared it to be F ar, 
RAGGED, and Saucr. 


"How Charles Price, the elder, could miſtake 


his ſon's forte, and put him to a tradeſman, which 
he afterwards did, ſeems rather unaccountable 


for, from this acute conſtruction, he was cer- 


tainly qualified to 2 a N barriſter, or, 
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_ a 
[ ! 
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: 
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= 
[i 
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at leaſt, a ſpecial attorney at law. But as oy 
ill-Iuck, or ill-ſtars, will now and then ply 
us a ſlippery trick, ſo that genius, which hai 
. hitherto acquired and preſerved the good opinion 
of Mr. Price for his favourite ſon, ſeemed ty 
have forſaken him, and by.a croſs -grained per. 
verſe accident, which in ſpite of all our plan, 
will now and then bring hidden things to light 
let the father into a ſecret. —The Jew merchant 
whom we beforementioned, happening to cal 

again on Mr, Price, with another bargain, noy 
ſaw our hero in the identical coat which Maſte 
Tommy had had on when the viſit had been pail 
him at Monſieur Knollett's. And this circum- 
ſtance is accounted for by the difference of the 
boys ages; for as Thomas was near two years 
older than Charles, ſo he was proportionabl 
bigger, and that coat exactly fitting our hero 
he had, by virtue of cuſtom immemorial, and 
of which the age of man knoweth not to the 
contrary, been inveſted with the garb of his 
elder brother. — The Jew, therefore, was now 
as poſitive to Charles, as before he was certain 
to Thomas, and this produced ſuch a doubt in 
the mind of Mr. Price, that had it not been 
for the accident beforementioned, reſpecting the 


cloaths, cart and horſe of Mr. Creed, "Thomas 
woll 
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would certainly have been reſtored. to favour, 


As matters ſtood, he was obliged to put up 
itt a bad bargain, and as Charles ſtoutly de- 


nied the fact, and boldly called | his accuſer, | « 2 


lying ſmouch,* *"" 10; It, reſted, Fend, without 
N explanation. . 
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But as all vice riſes, progreſſively, it was not 


long before the father experienced the effects of 
his ſon's genius. And with this obſervation We 


cannot but lament, that the method. he took to 
rob his father, was an early indication of that 


ſcheme which led to his immediate deſtruction. 05 
Our hero had formed A connection with a youth 


of ſuitable principles with his own, and being 
between fifteen and ſixteen years of age, they 


agreed upon an excurſion. They each propoſed 


ways and means, but Charley . companion not 


having it in his power to procure a ſufficient 3 
tum for the purpoſe, our hero hit on an expe- 

dient as artful as ayailing. His father was out 

of town, and he forged a draft i in his name, on 
a gentleman, with a letter, in which, he requeſted 
the favour of. twenty pounds for an immediate 
| Purpoſe, , The gentleman em} it, and his 


* 4 PS 


* Smouch is a term of cdicyle _ to Jews but we un. 


; Lerſtand not ity derivation, 


x 30 1 
banker bd the fum, which Charlez chtaing 
and was never ſeen for a week afterwards, When 
he and his companion were found at A houſe of 
reception in Covent Garden. It is eaſy enough 
to conceive the confuſion between Mr. Price 
and the gentleman, when they firſt met, and 
how ſhocked the father muſt have been at ſuch 
an inftance of depraved ingenuity in his ſon, 
He readily paid the money, and had not the 
tranſaction happened between friends, our hers, 
perhaps, would then have paid that fee to i 
certain eſquire of the county of Middleſex, of 
which he, lately, fo ill-naturedly deprived him, 
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wages nad been his tricks and Kü 
dut this laſt determined his father to get rid of 
him, and, for that purpoſe, he put him appren- 
ice to a hatter and hoſier in St. James's Street, 
Hie alſo gave with him a conſiderable premium to 
his! maſter, hoping that his conduct, when from 
home, would be quite different from what it 
"Had deen under his own roof, ind that he would 
never dare to take thoſe liberties with a maſter, 

| he had done with a father.— Though this is 2 
| yery common opinion, yet it is as vague is it 5 
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mon, The fon that will trick 4 father wil 
heat a maſter, and he that will cheat a maſter 


uſe din rob all the world, —It is ſomething like ſend 
nough ga reprobate to ſea to mend his manners. The 
Price 


hance of his being drowned is, indeed, in their 
your; but the old proverb of . 


litates, and very forcibly too, againſt the ſor- 


When about ſeventeen years of age, he was 
apprenticed as aforefaid, and there he had not 


his other tricks, was the following extraordinary 
fone. He robbed his father of an elegant fuit of 
cloaths, in which he dreſt himſelf and went to 
his maſter, of whom he purchaſed about ten 


Benjamin Bolingbroke, Eſq. Hanover Square, ahd 
ordered them to be ſent him in an hour's time, 
when he would pay the perſon. Who brought 
them. Incredible as it may appear, his, maſter 
did not know him, and to complete the cheat, 


our hero came back in half an hour, 1 in his uſual 
s is dress, was ordered to take tlie goods home, 
s it is Which he actual * pretended to do, and thus 
robbed 


He that is born to be hanged will never be drowned, 


owful, and often woefully experienced expedient. 


been long, before his maſter had almoſt as much 
reaſon to complain of him as his father. Among 


pounds worth of ſilk ſtockings ; left his addreſs, 
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7 . both maſter and father. This was h 
laſt trick, however, he had in his power 5 


away from the former, and the latter, in dete 
tation of his principles, diſinherited him as 


Arent. 


and became a member of it on his own 2 
count; nor can there be much room to douh 
but that the idea of diſguiſing himſelf, whid 


1 32 


play either of them, for being detected, her 


before mentioned, of that ſhare. which other 
wiſe. would have fallen. to. him at his father 


— thus Jefr both, he —— into de 


he has practiſed for ſo many years paſt, 1 

ſuggeſted to him by the circumſtance of hari 
been brought up where he had opportunities 
ſhift his cloaths as he pleaſed. 


It was not long, * before, by d lin 
* application made by friends, and promiſes j 
reform made by our hero, that he got recom 
* mended as a Clerk to a merchant i in the city 
with whom he lived, to the great ſurpriſe 0 of al 
| his friends and acquaintance, for upwards of 1 
twelve month, before he. had recourſe to thok 


Wil e we have already fo. often men- 
3 bone! 
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Was ned. Hiſtory is in the dark with regard to 
Dower is gentleman, but has thrown ſome light on 
!, he ral: reſidence, which was Broad-ftreet; ' that 
in det: dealt very largely abroad ; and it has alſo re- 
m as N orded that ſingular dexterity by which hC ap- 
h. othe ropriated ſeveral ſums of money, amounting in 
+ fk he whole to near three hundred pounds, to 
is own uſe, which ought to have been car- 
Need to the creditor fide of his maſter's accounts, 8 
> ſociehſina to which, ſevere honeſty might give the 
o A dious appellation of robbing his maſter. | 
to dou 8 | a \ 
> WI The method he took to do this was as fol- 
aſt, ons. He uſed frequently to be ſent out with 
f Hayin otes of hand and bills of exchange, as well 
Py cepted as for acceptance. Some of the notes, 
which, were duly honoured, he would pretend 
ere not paid, nor the party in town to 
onour them, and thereby gained a temporary 
upply.—The bills which were for acceptance, 
e would get accepted, and pretend that he 
ad left them ; and thoſe which were accept- 
cb he would get the caſh, and make his en- 
tries accordingly. Thus he went on from 
day to day, mortgaging a note of hand for a 
bill of exchange, and redeeming a bill of ex- 
hange by mortgaging a note of hand, till hav- 


ing 


by din 
miſes 0 
recom- 
te city 
iſe of a 
rds of 1 
to thoſ 
en men. 
tionel. 


8 
ing appropriated, we will not ſay ſtolen, near thre 
hundred pounds, he liquidated the whole of te 


: e by e deqmping: to. Holland, 


"He was about twenty years of age at t the time 
of this decampment, and therefore, as a debt due 
to the dignity of manhood, for the future we 
| muſt call him Mr. Price, or if we ſhould be in- 
clined to change that title, we muſt, as a ddt 
due to the dignity. of this lie Hiſtory, ſtile him, 
e our Hero;“ for if ever a genius in profl. 
gate deception merited that diſtinction, it mul 
have been Mr. Price, and it would be diſhonor. 
ing our Andern not to give the devil his due. 


We are here involuntarily led. into a ; that 
| digreſſion. | 


When F1ELDING wrote bis Hiſtory of 1 
3 Gnnar Max, the hero of his tale poſſeſſed no 
other requiſites for ſuch an appellation, th 
having been at che head of a gang of pitiful pick- 
pockets, foot- pads, and receivers of ſtolen goods| 
We hardly need inform the reader, that we al 2 
Jude to his life ene WILD. = 


4 
” 


Bucks however, were the abilities of the in · ¶ ti 
5 | 5 . genious 


t 361 


zenious author, that, in his hands, the life off 
e e ITY ww "ey ha. er u 3 
The 1 Hiſtory bf Cities PRIcE differs as * 
uch from that of JoxArnax WII p, as the 

ce of a chimney-ſweeper does from the com- 
fexion of N Oroonoko. 28] 9 

The lives of the famous Carat Pate cb 4 
harles XII. by Voltaire, afforded that genius 

; | opportunity of diſplaying his wit, by the moſt 
xonic and ſatyrical tranſpoſition. He ſtyled : 
he king, Charles the mae. and the emperor, 2 
the Great erer. 10 7005 „ 


—— 


This forcible diſtinction of characters i is Fo 
plicable to the two firſt-mentioned great men. 
Mr. Wild muſt remain as the GREAT Joxa- . 
THAN, but our hero, Mr. Price, will for ever 
Ive as CuanlkGs THE GREAT, | 


As b has now ſent 3 out of Eng- 

dl. and, the reader, perhaps, will be a little cu- 
vels of our young Wanka We Have ae 

in toned an exploit of Mr. Thomas Price's with 


8 7 he 2 
Mr. Creed, but as we are not nd to relay 
| any more of the elder brother's character than 
3 neceſſary, and ſerves to grace our hiſtory, fu 
| we need not recapitulat e what is unneceſſar, 
| and what, would tend only to leſſen the dignity: 
pol the great man whois the ſubject of theſe Me. 
0 moirs.— The father of both of them, was now 
ll taken ill.—The little bit of lace, that child 
| trick, preyed very fooliſhly on his mind, and le 
ll. was ridiculous enough to let the forgery, which 
i Was explained as, the effect of a bad head and 
| not a bad heart, make him a little uneaſy, The 
1 1 experiment played off with ſo much ſuccels 
1 upon our hero s firſt maſter, which was, de- 
 fcribed as an ingenious artifice, had ſoured his 
Ky father's repoſe a little; and the. frivolous freedom 
be took with, the merchant, did, with a few 
other ſimilar trifles, neither more nor leſs than, 
break his father's heart, who expired on the 
13th of November, 17 50, having firſt taken 
particular care, by the aſſiſtance of a worthy ſo- 
licitor, his particular friend, to properly reward 
thoſe two offsprings of duty and honeſty, by 
bequeathing them each, as we before ſaid, that 
mark of paretital affection, Oxz SHILLING,, 
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oe where is thy. bero, the great Jonathan 
Did he ever ſacrifice a father to his rapacity? 


Did any, or all of his actions break a father's 


eart? Certainly not, though he died at the 


upper end of Oxford Road, in the 47th year 

f his age! Whereas, be it remembered, that 
in the 20th year of the reign of our ſovereign 
leceiver, Charles, without the grace of God, and 
in the year aforeſaid, did, nobly and manfully 
haſten a ſick father's departure, and mercifully, 
ontributed all that lay in his power to rid 
him of his earthly ſufferings : and, that his filial 
af:Qion might be remembered for ever, ſent his 
body in a hearſe, to be buried in the pariſh church- 
yard of St. Mary, Lambeth, on the 17th day of 
November, in the year aforeſaid, being the firſt _ 
ay on which Weſtminſter Bridge was opened for 
he accommodation of all paſſengers, whether 
en foot, horſeback, or in carriages. 


Let us W . now leave England, and with _ 
it Mr, Price, the elder ; who, we hope, feels 


the effect of that ſacred and pious monumental | 
inſcription, 


Neguiſcat in pace, | 
and return to our hero, whom we muſt now ac- ' 
ompany on his travels during his ſtay in Hol- 
land, happy i in him if we could adhere to that 


D e wiſe 
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wiſe and ancient maxim, « De mortuis nil niſ 
Bonum, for it was founded in charity to the 
dead—it humanely ſuppoſed tha the deceaſel 
had ſome good qualities to counterpoiſe his bad 
ones, and therefore that the latter ought to glide, 
with the body, into a ſilent grave: but Mr, 
Price was an exception to the ſuppoſition, 
With a thouſand bad qualities, thoſe who kney 
him moſt intimately cannot recollect, that he 
had even one good one; and not having it in 
our power to relate any of his virtues, truth 
and juſtice, will not permit us to bury his vices, 


When great men travel incog. in order to 
avoid the ceremonies due to their character, 
they often chooſe to change their names. — It was 
thus with our hero. —He was a great man, he 
travelled incog. and not chuſing to encounter the 
incumbrance of that ceremony, which could not 
fail of attending him in Holland, had his real 
dignity been diſcovered, he avoided all public 
diſtinctions by adopting the name of Johnſon, 
— Now, though it is well known here, that the 
names of Johnſon, Smith, Brown, &c. &c. be- 
long frequently to very great men, nay, even to 
' ſuch gents who pretend to carry a commiſſion, 

| . | Jet 


„ . 


yet the Mynheers know nothing of the dif 
tinction; nor whether they ifſue from his Ma- 
jeſty's War Office, or the Office of the Sheriff 
of Middleſex. —For inſtance, if a gentleman in 
diftreſs wants to carry himſelf incog. for a while, 
r, he often calls himſelf Captain Johnſon; and if 
n. the gentleman whoſe buſineſs it is to add to that 
w BW diſtreſs, by virtue of ſuch his commiſſion, would 
ne WY with to borrow him for a ſhort time, in order 
in to tap his ſhoulder ſecurely, he aſſumes the name 
th of Captain Brown, becauſe, although theſe faid 
J laſt mentioned rs do not underſtand the 
Latin proverb, _ | 
Pares cum paribus facillime congregantur. - 
yet they have a thorough knowledge of the 
tranſlation, e 
Birds of a feather 2 together; 5 
and, therefore, know it is as wiſe to ſet a cap- 
of tain to catch a captain, as it is to “ ſet a thief 
* to catch a thief.” 5 | 


Mr Jade then, if the reader pleaſes, was 
1 now in Holland, and there he inſinuated him- 
ſelf into the good graces of a diamond merchant, ; 
10 by the means of the very ſingular bleſſing which 

4 brought him at laſt to Tothil Fields Bridewell. 

" Having read in the public papers the death + = 
wr of . 


j : . b 
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of his city maſter, it occurred to him that, 1 
ter of recommendation from a dead man might be 
more ſerviceable to him than any character he 
11 ne, get from a living one. He, therefore very 
| ingeniouſſ), made his dead maſter write a letter 
in his favour, which he preſented to the mer. 
chant who uſed to correſpond with him, pro- 
perly antidated, for we would not wiſh our 
f hero to be thought deficient in ſuch minutiæ 
3 recommending him as a young gentleman in 
ſearch of a Welch uncle's fortune, who failed 
* from Amſterdam to the Spice Iſlands, in ot 
. about the year 1730, which was the period ef Wil ; 
'Y our hero's birth, and who had been ſaid to have Wi « 
returned there exceeding rich, and was thought il « 
to be dead, as the famil y * never heard from Bi | 
him ſince. 2. 5 1 
| LES 
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This letter Mr, Johnſon preſented, and was | 

received with every poſſible civility a Dutchman 

could ſhew. His uncle having been in the 
ſpice trade was a peculiar recommendation, and, il - 
perhaps, Mynheer had an eye to what he might Bi 
get by his aſſiſtance in caſe the uncle or the un-. 
cle's fortune could be diſcovered. Be it as it : 


would, or whether it was civility to his London Wi: 
correſpondent 


E 4¹ 3: ä 
correſpondent, we know not, our hero was in- 


vited home. Every poſlible ſearch was made, 


tradeſmen, captains, and merchants, were ex- 
amined, many Johnſons traced, but not the 
right In ſhort, after a few months en- 
quiry, Mr. Johnſon and the merchant agreed ta 
give up the ſearch, the former now pretend- 
ing to be ſo enamoured of Amſterdam, that 


de wiſhed to remain there during his whole life · 


What our hero's views were, will be ſeen in 8 
the ſequel. The merchant propoſed to take him 
into his counting houſe, and Mr. Johnſon ac- 


quieſcing with the propoſal, actually became a 


clerk to the gentleman, on whom he had ſo artful- 
ly impoſed, —In this capacity he lived near two 
years, without having taken any little advantage 

of his maſter ; but, in order to keep his hand in, 


he took a very great one of his maſter's daugh- . 


ter—Firſt he debauched, and got her with child, 
under pretence of marriage, and ſecondly, in or- 
der to avoid the natural reſentment, perſuaded 
her to rob her father, and run away with him 
to England. Things were in this ſituation, when 
the honeſt Dutchman was ſo charmed with his 
clerk's abilities, his afſiduity, and good qualities, 

| 2 3 that 


os he aftually ot him an offer of his 5 gh · 
ter in marriage, provided he would ſtay and ſet. 
tile in that country. Fhe reader, perhaps, wil 
be ſurprized at our hero's declining that offer 
as there was an advantage in it, eſpecially if he 
has not beſtowed ſome fmall portion of bis 


againſt the royal hero, who, like ours, came in- 
to the world to bite mankind, —ſhe had out-lvel 
His liking, Not that Mr. Johnſon had, from 
any over-nice ſenſations, a particular objection 
to her fortune on that ſcore, but he could not be 
Induced by that ridiculous tie of nature, ſo 


a 


time in the peruſal of the human heart; but 1 
we, who profeſs a conſiderable knowledge in 
the above ſcientific folio, know, that Mr. John- 


ples by this refuſal, and that he could not comply 
with the father's requeſt, compatibly with his 
own character. As he had been many years pre. 


| ſon acted in ſtrict conſiſtency to his own princi- 
f 
{ 


determined never to do what the vulgar call an 
honeſt act, ſo neither faith, , honour, nor intereſts. 
could perſuade him to it now.. Beſides, hay- 
ing enjoyed her favours, ſhe had committed 


the ſame offence againſt him, as the Queen had 


pathetically deſcribed by Dr. Armſtrong, 


— 05 


1 
0 . no parents wot, 
No plaints of truſting innocence, nor tears 
Ee pining n * thy guilty j joys. 


to make a fond girl 1 an ifeRionate father * 
happy. His heart was ſteel againit ſuch weak- 
neſſes and it would be the extreme of folly to 


| conceive that a hero, determined never to be an 
| honeſt man, ſhould ever think of making an oe 


honeſt woman. Well, therefore, may we cau- 
tion the beautiful part of the creation againſt 
thoſe who ſtile themſelves the moſt noble part of | 
it, and ſay, with the ſame poet, 


Be frugal then : the cy yielded kiſs 
Charms moſt, and gives the moft e 1 | 
Cheapneſs offends, | 


We before ſaid, that Mr. Johnſon had perſuaded 
the frow to rob her father and run away with _ 
him to England.——Not that he meant any ſuch 
thing, for that would have had ſuch a ſeeming 
of juſtice, in the midſt of the baſeſt ingratitude, 
that we do not wiſh our reader even to ſuſpect 
our hero of it.—True it is he wanted her to 
rob her father, but he by no means wanted her. 
compliance with his requeſts to attend him to. 
| - Englend, 


grey and then leave her, 


_ miſtreſs, and, by way of giving a good bleſling 


[4 1. | 
England. —He had other and far es: my. 
tives, which were, to BUD one 


To waſte i in fickly grief her once-prized charms, 


Forlorn to languiſb out her h life, t9 had 
Dejpiſe ea, unwedded, her di honoured days. * 


He who had broke: his own father* 8 * 
would not ſcruple to break the heart of his 


into the bargain, throw that of her father's into 


the ſcale. With his eye therefore ſolely to the 
father's purſe, he continued a forced affection 


to the daughter, We ſay forced, becauſe he wa 


not ſo weak as to entertain an affection for any 
man or woman whatever,—Friendſhip indeed, 
he often profeſſed, but then his profeſſions were 


ſo many fiſh-hooks ; and ſo good a judge was 
he of the ſtream in which he angled, that he 
never threw his bait without ftriking his trout. 


But as the time now began to approach, when 
the Dutthman muſt ſoon have convincing proofs 


of his clerk's gratitude to him, and affection for 


his daughter, by that tell- tale appearance, which, 
in its legal way, is the greateſt pride of the 


ſe n 
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0. 
5 Dis meaſures. Notwithſtanding all poſſible pre - 


aution, the old man had obſerved a ſomething 


thing that tends to increaſe his ſuſpicions are 


ng Confirmations flrong as proofs of holy writ ; a 
ito and as Mr. Johnſon was no ſtranger to thoſe 
the ſupicions, he, with his uſual ſtratagem, en- 


leavoured to remove them. —Having prepared 


aſced, to expreſs a diſlike to his perſon, under 
d, pretence of concealing their amour (for he was 
re do much of a politician to go fo far with his 


as WJ niltreſs as to aſk her for a refuſal of marriage, 
ie WW ould it be propoſed) he next prepared the 
: father to put the queſtion to his daughter, by 


diſtantly entering on the ſubject of matrimony. 


n In this converſation. the Dutchman renewed the 


's bropoſal, and our hero, with very high profeſ- 


the offer in.caſe of the young lady's compliance, 
who, he earneſtly intreated, might have no re- 
| ſreint laid on her inclinations, that ſo, the ho- 


* 


»x, and, in its illegal one, their greateſt ſhame, 
Mr. Johnſon found it neceſſary to quicken 


in his daughter's conduct, that indicated a fa- | 
ourable opinion of the clerk, and this had been 
his motive for the offer before mentioned. When | 


once the eye of a parent is awakened, every 


the daughter, in caſe the queſtion ſhould be 


lons of eſteem, duty, and gratitude, accepted | 


Nour - 


his future ſon-in-law, and, like a fond affeQion, 
ate father, propoſed it to his daughter that ven 


| the had loſt a kind tender mother when ven 
| young, and, if he ſhould die without ſeeing 


mention the ſubject to her. He then con. 
cluded propoſing Mr. Johnſon to her for a hu. 
band, recommending him in warm terms, and 


made of different materials from our hero, 6 


; * 
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nour done him might be the more conſt 
ably enhanced, 


* 


In the fullneſs of joy, the old man embrace 


afternoon,—Theſe were his arguments—She 
was his only child, he was advanced in years 


her ſettled, ſhe would be left expoſed to the 
world an unprotected orphan, which would con. 
ſiderably add to bis afflictions in his latte 
days chat he conſidered her happineſs as his 
own, and hoped the requeſt he had to make to 
her would be the means of increaſing both; but 
if he Judged | wrong, he never more would 


hoped for hex acquicſcence, 
. the 3 1 his daughter were 


they diſcovered, during this tete-d- tete, a mutual 
weakneſs which he moſt thoroughly deſpiſed 


Their eyes often ſwam in tears, and as Is 
1 —- caught 
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woht ks in his arms; they gliſtened like the 
eus of heaven falling from a full blown roſe on 
e infant bud beneath. Something, that we 
all ſympathy, took place; it was ſuch a divine 
manation, as when foul meets ſoul in heavenly 
brace, To be plain, the duty and obedience 
Ha daughter, joined to a moſt tender affec- 
ion, as they coincided with her own ſentiments, 
Wo they prevailed over her lover's inftruQtions, 
nd inſtead of expreſſing a diſlike, ſhe confeſſed | 
Rn inclination to Mr. Johnſon. 


— 
— 


We hope no ill-natured reader will ſet this 
onfeffion down to the artful deſign of making 
Mr. Johnſon fall into his own trap—if he does, 
e knows nothing of that folio volume we have 
Wuſt mentioned; for we can aſſure him, that fo 
xr from it, it proceeded ſolely from that ten- 
derneſs into which ſhe was melted by an in- 
dulgent father, and which nothing can with- 


l. e. of the blackeſt marble. 
0 | | | | 
a Elated with his ſucceſs, the old man commu- 
- cated to Mr. Johnſon the conſent of his daugh- _ 


ter, who, though it at firſt a little diſconcerted 
him, 


ſtand, but a heart formed like that of our hero's, - 
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him, foon recovered. that preſence of mind 
| which. is neceſſary to conceal thoſe views when 
we mean to deceive our beſt benefaQors, By 
therefore, with a wonderful celerity, aſſumedy 
grateful countenance, _ and ran over with y 
5 profuſion of thanks for ſuch a condeſcenſion, 
This circumſtance is an exhibit, as the. lawyers 
phraſe it.— The reader muſt underſtand that x 
exhibit | in law, is a document, or a few lines in 
writing, produced and read in evidence. Now, 
an exhibit in nature, are thoſe few lines which 
can be contracted in the countenance, or dil. 
tended in converſation, and given in evidence, 
juſt as the exhibitor pleaſes, either to give ſucha 
turn and complexion to his looks as are direQly- 
oppoſite to his meaning Lor to give ſuch a turn 
and meaning to his words as are exactly correl- 
pondent to his looks.— In this art, Mr. Johnſon, 
or Mr, Price, or our hero, for we care not 
which he is conſidered by, though we muſt con- 
feſs, we ſet ſome value upon the latter, was 2 
conſummate adept ; and having ended his ha- 
rangue to the father, he repaired, and by the 

latter's defire, to the daughter, but with far 

different views from that which he profeſſed. = 


As Toon as he had reached the Sanfum Sandtt- 
run 


Fad: 


n of his miſtrefs, the ſcene of all his guilty | 
9s, he began to mutter his diſpleaſure, and 
om upbraidings, he roſe gradually to that kind 
if language which is as coarſe as the ſoul that 
ſes it. Having betrayed a young innocent 
eature, it is no wonder that he ſhould inſult 
er, and one of his tender queſtions was, Do 
on think, Madam, I ſhall marry a ——, mak- 
ny uſe of a word, which would be a ſtain to the 
felicacy of this hiſtory, and 9 which he left 
er to o reflekt at leiſure. 


This part of his character reminds us of an- 
ther expreſſion of his, not in Newgate, but in 
0thill-fields Bridewell, to Mr. Fenwick, whoſe 
onduct as Governor there, does equal credit to 
is humanity and reſolution. 


« Had it not been for my impetusſity of temper, 
might bave been now worth an hundred thouſand 
Pounds”? 


Having then in his recollection, no doubt, this 
varticular circumſtance, as well as many other 
correſponding ones; which ſetved him for no 
other purpoſe than as a foil to his dexterity, and 

| | E - | with. 


1 „ 
wich which recollection, dame Nature bn 


fully curſes thoſe demons who can gild their i 
lanies * the moſt _ of all Hatteries, 


| 8 fine, by the moſt -ſervile aduities by 
gained the unbounded confidence of the father, 
and matters now coming to a criſis, that is 
wife, or no wife, he chaſe the latter. Finding! 
alſo the girl reJuctant to the robbery, and urgent 
for a huſband, he preferred hve hundred pounds 
as a thief, to five thouſand pounds as an ho- 
neſt man; with which ſum he decamped, leay. 
ing them both to lament their credulity. He 
ſuddenly took ſhipping for England, The 
daughter died ſoon after in child-bed, and the 
father followed her in a few months, a ſacrifice 
to parental affliction, after bemoaning his child's 
misfortune, and curſing | the author of their} 
| Complicated miſeries. 


From his 3 bs the age of twenty-three, 
we have hitherto traced our hero with a pret- 
ty tolerable accuracy. By this time, the reader, 
perhaps, will form a tolerable ſhrewd gueſs at 
that capability of his, which is to wind up the. 
cataſtrophe of en We n @ 
| ſeveral | 
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hen pretty infantine an that ſtrongly marked 

te head and heart of Mr. Price; and like a ju- 
icious painter, who throws all his minutiæ into 

the back ground, brought forward only thoſe fi- | 
pures which ſtrike the eye as great actions, to- 
ally omitting the frivolous, for which, no doubt, 
the reader will be exceedingly obliged to us.— 
'or this purpoſe, we forbear to dwell upon 

a little advantage he took of the captain who 
vat him to England ; only obſerving, that 

ſllewed him a ſmall Billet dows from a banker 

in London, which had accidentally flipped into 
his pocket, and which our hero had deſignedly 
andtified by the initials of his late maſter whilſt” 
on ſhipboard, That on his arrival in his native 
ile, pretending to have no caſh, he produced 
that billet, appointed the captain to meet him on 
the Dutch walk the next day at change time, to 
pay him for board and lodging, but took parti- 
cular care never to view that noble mart, till 


Mynheer had failed for the land of Dykes. 


Hiſtory muſt halt here a little, and leave her 
hero for a year or ſo. Indeed ſhe would not 
wiſh to ſtain the record of renown, by a mul 
mY of thoſe petiy Cai which her fa- 

. - Youre: 
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vourite took of all who had the happineſs of ki 
' acquaintance, ſimilar to that he took of his 
Dutch captain. But as the above lady, whok: 
delight is in genuine truths, and we heartil 
wiſh it was every lady's delight, (for then we! 
ſhould neither hear of great ladies made lite, 
nor little ladies made great) ſo ſhe kept a con. 
tinual eye on the great actions of this gentlemay, 
whom ſhe knew was one day or other to be th 
ſubject of her immortal pen, and diſcovers him 
do us, a third time, in the capacity of a clerk to 
his Majeſty's naval ſmall beer en, at Weo⸗ 
| vil near Goſport. 

2 now, gentle reader, prepare thyſelf to 
hear ſomething that will excite thy aſtoniſhment, 
Eſomething that will ſurpriſe thee more than 
all that thou haſt yet read of our hero,—he 
neither robbed his maſter, broke his heart, ot 
debauched his daughter. Not but that during 
his clerkſhip, ſomething happened worthy of 
being handed down to poſterity ; but then it 
was a circumſtance that, we hope, will give 
the maj ority of our readers a ſenfation far dif- 
ferent from what they have already felt. 


M. 


ray 


M. Price, for we muſt now call = fo, bad 
wed a whole twelvemonth with credit and re- 
utation, not chuſing to make mo: further eclat 


DI r the preſent. „„ 
There is, in every 1 man's life, although born: | 
x rogue, a period, when ſome preventive power, 

n charity perhaps to mankind, will fruſtrate 
is deſigns.—Perhaps it is that ſame power 
hich by an act of juſtice to one, and in pity to 
e other, reſcues the latter from the harpy 
laws of the former, thereby judiciouſly inform- 
ng her children, that knavery ſhall not always 

ſucceed; —at the ſame time giving a leſſon of. 
xdmonition to her frail ſons to quit their former- 
raftices, and by throwing a daſh on their de- 
2ns, alarm them to a life of virtue. —What-: 
wer power it be, we leave it to the more able- | 
heologian to demonſtrate. It is our buſineſs to 
ake ourſelves underſtood by al}, and we can- 
ot better explain ourſelves than by faying; Mr; 
rice had a ſpoke put in his wheel . ſome 
akcious ſatyriſt might inſinuate, that the Ba. 

0 and Ereo, who had ſtuck ſo cloſe to our 

zero, had now forſaken him.— Be it as it. will, 


E 3 : | ve 
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= we muſt and the fact, and let the reaky 
1 make his amen, and n for hint 


lc 


Pe art of 1 was ſo "ROY mou 
ed with the other Wimponent parts, that Mr, 
Price had worked the ſame progreſs into the 
heart of the great ſmall beer brewer, as it hu 

into the heart of the Dutch merchant. When 
our hero's character is conſidered, this circum 
ſtance perhaps will not be thought /triking, bu 
then it was accompanied with another, which 
whenever two things exactly correſpond, in tw 
different places, with two different perſons, f 
as to increaſe our ſurpriſe, we term it very ad 
And this very odd expreſſion, is a very laconic 
way of ſaying a great deal in two words,—lt 
, Prevents reaſoning upon unaccountable events 
and leaves the verbal hiſtorian at liberty to pro- 
Ceed. —In fact, the brewer was fo pleaſed wit 
the addreſs, the ſkill, the integrity, the applies. 
tion, the induſtry, and what is ſtill more, th 
HonesTy of his clerk, that he ſeriouſly pto- 

' poſed, what the diamond merchant had dont 
before him, a match with his daughter! 


Tobe two propoſals of marriage, from gen. 
tlemen 


LEI 
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emen of fortune and character, to a gentle-, | 
an without really either, are better illuſtrati- - 


ons of our hero's dexterity, and early ſkill in | 


e human heart, than any thing we could fay 

on the ſubject. Nor was Mr. Price fo blind 

to his good fortune now, as to reject an offer 
ſo favourable to him. He readily embraced it, 
and there is very little reaſon. to doubt, but 
that he had now and then called himſelf a fool. 
for his refuſal of the Dutchman's daughter, and 
thought it prudent to repair an act of folly, by 
another of proportionate wiſdom. We may alſo _ 
fairly conclude, that as his years ripened, his. 

| judgment was matured, and that he now thought 
if be married the daughter, very little afterwards 
remained for him to do, to ſend the father to a 
work-houſe ; for it was not his diſpoſition ever: 
| to ſhare profits and emoluments with any man, 
| but to be at the head of the houſe himſelf, His 
motto was, aut Czſar aut nullus ; and that it was 

nobier to hold a whip and flog a dray-horſe, 
than have a partner in his Majeſty's ſmall beer 
brewery.— With this view, therefore, he ac- 
eepted the offer, and matters were in a fine 
| train, when the whole brewing was ſpoiled: by 
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an ingredient which. a n = 
8 into the wort.— 

This ingredient was the appearance of a gen. 
tleman, who has already made ſome little figue 
in this our hiſtory.—It happened, that the honeſt 

Jew, who had purchaſed of our hero the bit 
of lace we before mentioned, had ſettled at 
Portſmoutit-as a ſaleſman, 1. e. a vender of ol 
cloaths; and got ſome little reputation there! 
ameng hongſt ſailors, for his generoſity in ad- 
vancing money upon the ſlender ſecurity of 
Wills and Powers.—Not that he always was ſuc- 
ceſsful. by it, for. though, ſometimes, he might 
gain. an hundred pounds by advancing five; 
yet, it now and then happened, that when- he 
came to ſecure the wages and prize- money, the 
Whole advance was ſunk, by finding, that there 
were ſix or ſeven other of the ſame legal in- 
ſtruments laying equal claim, and that, fir/? come 
firſt ſerved, was an excellent adage as well in 
the navy office, and agents office, as in his Ma- 
jeſty's dock yards of Portſmouth, Plymouth, 
JJV ig 
With this Jew merchant, there came to live 
another celebrated gentleman, whom the r En 
0 . as 
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s before heard ſome little of.—Tt was no leſs 
dan Mr. Thomas Price, firſt brother to our 
ero, Charles, who finding by. the Jew, in what 
| reſpectable and unexpected ſituation his bro- 
her lived, would needs claim the honour of 
is affinity. For this purpoſe he went over to 
Veovil, and paid him a viſit, where he was 
ot received with that tenderneſs and affection, 
hich thoſe gentry of the North, who have ac- 
uired conſequence here by their ſituations about 
the court, manifeſt to all poor relations, who 
ave the preſumption to claim kindred, and 
the audacity to make that claim in propria per- 


Mr. Charles Price, however, did not, on the 
firſt appearance of his brother Thomas, treat him 
with that hawteur, which from the natural im- 


We know an inſtance of this in ſuch a conſequential lady. 
She was viſited by her niece, juſt come from Scotland. And 
pray, who are you? aſked the great woman. I thought, ma- 
dam, replied the niece, my letter had informed you.—O, ay, 
I had forgot; let me ſee—you are the daughter of Mrs. —, 
of—— Yes, madam, anſwered the niece, and I always un- 
l Cerſtood ſhe was your ſiſter Why yes, replied the aunt, it 1 
is true, that your mother is my ſiſter; but, added ſhe, with a 
frown, pray what relation are you? and diſmiſſed her without 
having aſked her to take a chair, | 


petuoſity 
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| petuoſity of his temper might hank been: id 
pected. He had the art of correcting his pl 

ſions, and making them ſubſervient to his ip 
| tereſt, and was an adept in that ſpecies of fat 
| tery diſtinguiſhed by us under the word pan 
He was ſervile to extreme meanneſs, when hu 
ſervility could be recompenced by 2 thilling 
and was. maſter of the moſt conſummate effron, 
tery and impudence, after he had robbed th 
owner of it.—It was not to be wondered 2 
| therefore, that he received his brother with 3 
ſſmile, brimful of fraternal complacency, In 
this he had more than one view. By behaving! 
civilly he ſecured his ſilence, and by ſecuring 
his ſilence he thought himſelf ſafe, and at l. 
berty in his preſent projects He was, there. 

fore, abundant in his profeſſions of eſteem al 
promiſes, and the little bit of lace was now 
ſubject of much mirth and good humour be- 
_ tween the two brothers. 


It was mat; Rn without ſome mixture 
of concern, that he found his brother lived with. 
the aforeſaid Jew merchant, whom our hero hal 
honoured with the appellation of a hing ſmouch: 
This age the N had not * FI 


19 1 


| he never could have'been a true-born Hfrae 


. and our hero paid dear for it, which, in 
time, the reader n ſee. > 


he diſcourſe between” Charles and Thomas 
e beg pardon for placing the younger firſt, 
Wich we would by no means have done but 
he is our hero) formed a converſation of two 
plete characters, fully in poſſeſſion of each 
ders foibles, — They buried thoſe foibles in 
ent draughts of good Engliſh ale, called 
another dear Tom and dear Charles, and 
rted-with the pleaſing ſatisfaction of having 
r-reached each other, firſt ſhaking hands, 
en ſhaking heads, and crying, you are a a ſorry 
3 you are my brother. — 


As there} is no doubt but Mr. Charles Price, 
d he been eſtabliſhed in the brewery, would 


= | doubt, that he owned his brother, in order to 
ure the eſtabliſhment, —What inclines us 


1 that within theſe few years, he not only | 
ſed to WN him, although in very good 
Kennen 


ve denied his brother, ſo there is as little reaſon © 


re eſpecially to think ſo is, that having, once 
e that period, been applied to by the brother, 


[ 6 ] 


| circumſtances, but actually vowed he wolli 


never acknowledge a man for a brother, why 


Was, with ſhame and grief, we are obliged u 
repeat it—ſuch an W * 


et us . Mr. Thomas Price 
made his exit from his more worthy brother, the 
maſter of the aforeſaid brewery happening to be 
in the way, ſaw the very friendly ſalutes jul 
mentioned. He queſtioned Mr; Charles Price 


as to the nature of the viſitor, who he was, and 


2 
\ 


what he wanted. But, as the devil will, now 


and then, put an enemy into our throats to fleal away 


dur ſenſes, ſo our hero, being a little mellowed 
with liquor, and fluſtrate d with the interroga. 
tories, heſitated a little for an anſwer; but his 
good friend, the gentleman above-mentioned, 
not his maſter, ſtepping in to his aſſiſtance, Mr, 
Price boldly replied, „It was a publican from 


Portſmouth, who wanted credit for beer, whom 


he thought not fit to be truſted, and therefore 
got rid of his cuſtom by parting with him ci- | 


villy.“ 


| This anſwer reminds us of the reply of that 
| celebrated deceaſed wit, Samuel Foote, Eſq 
| to 


(0 his Royal High neſs hs of Glouceſter, 


who being in the Green-Room when Mr. 


Foote's brother, who was a clergyman, had let; 
his tongue run, for no other purpoſe than to 
convince his Royal Highneſs, that he was in 


poſſeſſion of as much folly as his brother was 


maſter of wit: As ſoon as he retired, his High- 


neſs aſked, Who is that man, Sam! ? 


| That man, ſaid the wit, oh, ho is a 8 4 
gyman, that a thinks 22 If in the prot. on 


We were led into the abone Fate Wig if | 


ſuch it can be called, on recolleQting, that that 
great wit, and our great man, were © Bo + 
concerned together.in a brewery, in which the 


| former had very ſubſtantial reaſons for lament- 


ing the acquaintance, which we ſhall hereafter 
more fully let the reader into. We are alſo the 
more excuſable, as the point, in ſome meaſure, 
applies, —The one diſowned his brother, thro? 


fear of his knavery; the other, in contempt of 


/ 


bis ignorance, 


The above anſwer, however, not being quite. 
ltifaCtory | to the brewer, he took no further 
5 notice, 
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| notice ; but quitting the yard, had the eurioſty 
unfortunately for Mr. Price, to watch his bro. 


ther to Portſmouth, and traced him to the houſe 


of the ſaid Jew with whom Thomas lived. Into 
this houſe the brewer entered, and under pre. 


tence of purchaſing ſome articles in the ſlop Way, 


artfully drew the Jew into a converſation rela- 
tive to his man. He now found the viſitor 
Whom his clerk had deſcribed as a Portſmouth 
publican, wanting credit for beer, to be, 19 
fatto, a ſervant to this ſaleſman. Having there. 
by found his clerk out in a lie, he began, in a 


moment, to conceive, that the gentleman, whom 


he had for near two years conſidered as a very 
good young man, and whom he efteemed ſo 
much as to offer to make him his ſon-in-lay, 
to be a very bad young man, and no way deſerv- 
ing of ſuch a favour.—In order, therefore, to 
prove whether his ſuſpicions were well or ill 
founded, he aſked the Jew,—if he knew where 
his ſervant had been that afternoon ? 


6 there are queſtions, the direct anſwers to 
which may be avoided, ſo there are queſtions to 
which direct anſwers muſt be given. The 

great art is the quo modo of putting them, There 
mo are 


q 63 A 
are nerſons alſo, who 1 when to evade, and 
when to ſpeak to the point. In this ſcience, 
none have more ill than the children of | 


rael. 1 


* 


As ſoon as an interrogatory applies, in the 
moſt diſtant manner, to their own perſonal ſafety, 
the hone? part of theſe children, will, in ſpite 
of all other conſiderations and inclination . to 
the contrary, tell the truth, and the whole truth, 


own perſona) ſafety out of danger, they pay 


wiſh to be underſtood, only, of thoſe ſons. of 
ſtraw, who are better known at Weſtminſter 


gogue. 


The ſaleſman had no ſooner heard the queſ- 
tion, than i imagining that his ſervant, who had 
been out that day on his pleaſures, might have 
met with a little profit on the way, and thereby 
killed two birds with one ſtone, thought he 
ould not act more prudently than by directly 


though it tuck up in one ſtring, father, mo- 
ther, ſiſter, and brother; ſuch is their ſtrict re- 
gerd to juſtice, But as ſoon as they find their 


very little regard either to truth or juſtice. We 


Hall, and the i . than at the Syna- 


F 2 inform- 


— 


7 gt LAS 


YL =o, OE in = old DO cats" 
n er 5 a 8 4 I * 5 — 


* N 4 3 nt 5 
— 


| 2 
* 


r - 226d (0 ͥ¶˙¹.w. ˙—̃7˙1 —˙ i.. 
* * 
, 
* — q 
L 


* 


[ 6, 1 
hbriniig the brewer, he had been to x — 
to ſee his BROTHER. At the ſame time, he 
Jooked at his cuſtomer with much larger eyes 
than nature had beſtowed on him, by artful 
ſtretching them to their utmoſt extent, in ex. 
pectation of hearing of ſome little foible of hi 
ſervant.—In this he was however diſappointed, 
As ſoon as the brewer had, to his great ſurpriſe, 
diſcovered what his clerk had with fo much 
aukward caution concealed, he then, natural 

enough, began to be alittle more minute in his 
enquiries ; and from having aſked where his ſer- 
vant had been, he demanded of the Jew if he 
* that brother ? | 


We mould not have been ſo very particular 
in this converſation, if the latter queſtion had 
not been one of the utmoſt importance to, 
and very unfortunate for our hero. What in- 
creaſed the misfortune was, the perſon to whom 
the queſtion was put.—The epithet Smouch, roſe 
in judgment againſt him, though it had been 
> dead twelve years ; and conſequently, there was 
not a tittle of Mr. Charles Price's qualifications 
which, on the principle of the Levitical la, 


2 we 5 for an eye, and a tooth for 4 tooth) Mt 
Mots 


[ 65 x 
Moſes did not depict, in far more hveher G 


and colours, than ever he was painted by us, 
his faithful hiſtorians, —He ran it e . 


Even Hom his 5 i ib 0 the wy 65 in 
which he bade him tell it. 
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Having finiſhed the whole WY picture, he 
threw his ornaments into the back ground, by 
aſſuring the brewer, that his clerk's brother had 
not ſeen him before for years, was quite aſhamed 
to have ſuch a brother, and was a very honeſt 
lad, or he would not keep him in his ſervice, 


And here, reader, let us remind thee of the 
actual neceſſity of telling the truth, and of the 
dangerous deluſive idea, — that the truth is not to 
be told ar all times. Good people have never an 
occaſion to tell a lie; and bad ones always hurt 
| their cauſe by their own dexterity.—Had our 
hero told the truth at Weovil, he might never 
have been blown up at Portſmouth ; no enquiries 
might have enſued, nor any curiolity excited to 
make thoſe enquiries. Juſt, therefore, is that 
maxim, which ſays, < The truth muſt ſerve a 
good cauſe, and a lie never fails of injuring a 


F. 3 : bad 


bad Une,“ the dere of. which, Mr. Price, wy 


nobly ſcorning, in the midſt of all his danger, to 


* — - * 2 2 — = — — Pn n * N. and 1 YZ * N 5 
: — 2 P FL LE 9 IT 7 + +: 233 YE oe ITS Ng E TIES. 2 a 8 3 
. SETIGTFES — EA OD >, 08> ' — "HS 1 
. ˙ ho XNA ES ES * ei EAN E ASs need _ a : 
, g / P 


| NE up reſolution enough to ſtick to tht 
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on, and moſt e PT 


Then next „ our hero was ſummoned 


to his deſtiny. The brewer informed him, that ill « 

baving ſuſpected him of an untruth, about the 
viſitor on the preceding day, he had been in- 
duced to ſatisfy himfetf; and as he deteſted a . 
lie, he was ſorry to find his clerk tell one. 
Whether this introductory diſcourſe put Mr. 60 
Price to the bluſh or no, we are not certain, for 6 
we would not with to ſay any thing tending to 0 
diſgrace him in the opinion of our readers ; but 0 
true it is, that it excited certain tumults and. Wi © 
agitations in his mind, which drove him, like a b 
ſhip in diſtreſs, toffed from wave to wave, and x 
the ſport of winds blowing from every quarter of il © 
the compaſs, —In ſhort, the combat in his mind y 
was, whether he ſhould confeſs the truth, or 0 
boldly fupport one lie by another, as he expect ; 
ed the ſtorm ready to break on his head. But : 
{ 


adopt fo cowardly an expedient, by truſting to 
the long- boat of truth, before he had time to 


wreck, 


EO] 
ck; he was releaſed from the conſtict by his 
a who thus addreſſed * e Bi” EY 


« Mr. Price, (for wt now 3 his thn 
| « familiar epithet of Charles) you may have. 
« your reaſons for diſowning your brother, and 
« your brother may have the ſame reaſons for 
« diſowning you. Thoſe reaſons I do not wiſh 
« to hear. I intended to make you my: ſon-in= 
| « law, give you the buſineſs, and retire in my 
« old age, with the comfortable ſatisfaction of 
« having beſtowed my daughter with happineſs 
« to herſelf and a credit to me; but that is im- 
 < poſſible, if I make you her huſband.—Never 
« think, therefore, further of this marriage. But 
« if you wiſh to continue my clerk, as you have 
„ hitherto behaved yourſelf in a manner I can- 
« not find fault with, I have no objection to 
continue you in that capacity. (Here our hero 
& bowed very reſpectfully, almoſt down to the 
“ground; but as ſoon as he was raiſed, the 
«* brewer added,) But it is upon condition, Sir, 
« you find me e for thirty thouſand - 
" pounds.“ ) 
| | Little flaſhes of lightening will make ſome 
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lade Inu their eye amd 5:diftant clap of thun. 


der will throw. others into a ſwoon,—Then 
are ſome men who, at the ſqueaking of a pig, 


cannot, as Shakeſpear exptelies it, contain their | 


urine.— There are others fo unnerved, on Very 
little occaſions, as to appear like puritans in a 
thunder ſtorm. Theſe ate ladies and gentlemen 


of very weak compoſitions. But there are men, 


whoſe firm nerves, like Macbeth's, never trem. 


ble.— Theſe have great ſouls, and of this com- 


poſition was our hero. — He was, indeed, a little 
diſconcerted at the rejection of him as a ſon-in- 
law ; but at the propoſal of a ſecurity for thirty 
thouſand pounds, he ſtood undaunted; nay, he 
even put on one of thoſe ſmiles that dame na- 


ture had ſo happily bleſſed him with, and which 


conveyed to his maſter an idea, that ſuch a ſe- 
curity was a bagatelle, and that his conduct and 
character in life, intitled him to a n for 


| double that ſum. 


But, as s he was feldom at a loſs to get into 
a ſcrape, fo one of his great merits was, a rea- 


dineſs and dexterity to get out of it. He, there 
fore, inſtantly replied, « That he could eaſil 


« ſatisfy his maſter on that ſubje&; if he had li- 


s berty to go to London, That he had friends 


there 


„ F * a 


=” 7 os 


* 


2 


1601 


e there, who, on a perſopal application, would 


60 give ſecurity for him, to the amount of an 
« hundred thouſand pounds; and concluded, 
« requeſting leave of abſence for a week.“ 
This was what he uſed to call, putting. a good 


face upon a bad cauſe, 


The former having been readily granted, our 
hero begged he might have the honour of ſeeing 
the young lady before his departure; but this re- 
queſt was as poſſitively refuſed, as the other was 

complied with, and Mr. Price thought proper to 


| decamp the next morning, without the ſatisfac- 


tion of ſeeing either his maſter or his miſtreſs. 5 


There was no 88 indeed, for his feing 


the former; for as he happened to be a man 


that would not be trifled with, fo, he had pru- 


| dently deſired his clerk to deliver up ſome 


keys, together with ſome portable commodities, 
ycleped guineas and bank notes, on the over- 
night, He thought it poſſible, if he left ac- 
counts unſettled for one night, they might re- 
main ſo for ever; and, wiſely taking time by 
by the forelock, ſecured five or ſix hundred 
pounds, for fear of any trifling miſtake, or Ute , 
tle accident the next morning. 


Our : 


1 1 | 
4 or, a whoſe great breaſt was full of 
wrath and revenge againſt his old friend the 
Jew, and a ſettled hatred to ſo wicked a felloy 
as. his brother, determined to take. Portſmouth 
in his way to town, and pay a viſit to the tus 
faid gentleman.— For this purpoſe, very ear) 
the next morning he decamped from Weovil, not 
hand in hand, like the firſt pair driven from Parz. 
diſe, abaſhed and athamed, but We of rage aol 
reſentment ; and alone, 

Towards Portſmouth, took his 1 th 3 
Die world laying all before him where to 4 
Taking that gentleman for his guide, whoſe ſpite 
and malice had before driven our firſt parents 


| from the garden of Eden, 


In a ipoſttion of 7 lads N to be. EN 
. 10 by all great men, i. e. full of diaboli- 
cal revenge, he reached Goſport,” which lay in 
his way from Weovil to Portſmouth, There 
he took the ferry over—'The, reader, who has 
not already been there, muſt be informed that 
he cannot get from Goſport to Portſmouth, 
without venturing over the faid ferry. We 
cal it venturing, becauſe, although in day time 


it is full as ſaſe'a as a e mail G1 8 2 


'T 71 1 
in che evening the caſe is Amd diferent, The 
ferrymeny and there are a great nur 


penny, are ſometimes in liquor, or rather pre- 


tend to be ſo; therefore, though 1 it is not much | 


to be wondered at, will accidentally ſtagger . As 


gainſt you, by virtue -whereof a paſſenger is 


often in danger of taſting ſalt water.—Should 
he complain, or reſent this conduct, a blow ac- 


companies the complaint, and the difference is, 
that inſtead of the paſſenger taſting ſalt water, 


falt water fiſh taſte him; but the bottom of the 
ocean is ſure not to be enriched with either his 


purſe or his watch. This ſmall portion of local 
| hiſtory may not perhaps be uſeleſs, as the reader 


may gather from it, that if he is ever compelled 
to the like conveyance, by doing it in the day 


time, he avoids the danger of being overſet, and . 


all thoſe ſort of accidental ſtaggerings. 


W are we to hs that, that hepa to 


verify the old proverb, our hero took the wiſeſt 
Va, and arrived in fafety at Portſmouth ; but 
we are afraid, it is a e in which few 


8 
— 
* 


Will j Join us. 


who very kindly conduct you over for a poor 55 


there, in the moſt violent terms, upbraided bil 


| compliſhed his purpoſe, received all the bluſter 


and while our hero ſtormed, the Jew grinned; 


fuggeſt, was uttered with all the eloquence Mr, 
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of doors, which kick was accompanied with'a 


ranatha of the Greeks, but of the Iſraelites, e. 
5 


which by karned PO and Rabbis 9 
: _—_ e | 1 


was a prophet, but this we may venture to af. 
firm, that the imprecation ftuck to our hero ever 
after, as cloſe as a perpetual cantharidean bliſ- 


V 
- Fo the Jews houſe he inſtantly repaired, an} | 


with his baſeneſs.—Moſes, however, having ac, 


with a calmneſs that did honour to his humility 


Every opprobious epithet that memory coul 


Price was in poſſeſſion of. The brothers be. 
raſcaled each other till they were hoarſe, and out 
hero was, with regret we mention it, kicked out 


trifling curſe, —It was not the Anathema Ma: 


qually 9 and * operative. It was 


Xeuyd Aba 


TEE BLAST oF THE L666 Hos hon 
| "ATTEND THEE! | 
We do not pretend to ſay the old cloaths mart 


ter. 
| Wi 


. 1 
With the reader s leave, we „ will pauſe and | 
reflect a little. Our hero was now about twen= 
ty-five years of age.—He had been a barker in 
Monmouth-Street, a hatter and hoſier in St, 
James's-Street, a clerk to a city merchant, Wb 
dealt in numerous foreign articles, —he had ben 
in the ſame ſituation with the diamond merchant 
in Holland; and, laſtly, clerk in his Majeſty's | 
ſmall beer brewery, at Weovil, in Hampſhire. 
Thus, at the age of twenty-five, he was con- 
verſant in as many branches of buſineſs as he was 
years old; and this, at a time when other young 
men, not quite ſo. curious, are juſt fit to ſet up 
for themſelves, confined to the narrow know- 
ledge of one fingle ſpecies of merchandize, 
We think ourſelves bound to take every op- 
portunity of recording every thing that tells to 
his advantage; and therefore we muſt not omit 
mentioning, that his laſt maſter was the only 
one whoſe peace of mind he did not ſacrifice, 
and whoſe property he did not plunder. Tho? 
ſuch conduct is a little extraordinary, yet as it 
might have proceeded from ſelf-intereſt, as well 
as from a tranſient principle of reformation, - 
(we will not W it was the effect of his 
02 - ; fear) 


— 


OT 


bear) therefore, without attempting to Act 
it, we ſhall leave the para to .. ee the 
1 


OT is 10 8 3 to faggek, 
that a genius of our hero's ſagacity ſhould con. 
3 that there were ſome little advantages he 
had already taken of mankind, which had ſub. 
jected him to the clutches of Father Antic, the 
Law; and that keeping upon good terms wich 

the old gentleman was equally benehcial, whilſt 
it was more ee to * _— | 
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The es 0 conſider this as a ſort of ex- 


| ordium to the enſuing farce, taking along with 
1 him in his mind, and which, once for all, we 
f deſire him never to loſe ſight. of, our hero's am- 
gi. bition. Having till this time ſerved others for 
1 himſelf, he now determined to ſerve himſelf, by 
i| pretending to ſerve others, From the ſituation 
if of a fervant,: he now. reſolved to commence”! 
| {1 ' maſter, and exhibit his proficiencies i in a higher 
1 ſphere of life, which the . ſcheme _y 
| _ mona - | 


. 
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It was about the year 1755, 42 in à few 
W after he had quitted Weovil, that he ws 
n 892855 as follows : : 


w . E D, 1 

« A partner of character, probity, and ex- 
« tenſive acquaintance, upon a plan permanent 
and productive: Fifty per cent. without rifk, - 
« may be obtained,—-It is not neceſſary he 
« ſhould have any knowledge of the buſineſs, 
% which the advertiſer poſſeſſes in its fulleſt ex- 
« tent; but he muſt poſſeſs a capital of between 
« 500 and 1000 pounds to purchaſe materials, 
with which, and the knowledge of the adver- 
d tiſer, a large fortune muſt be made in a very 
| © ſhort time. —Addreſs to . n.8 | 
« 5 nen | 


« N, B. None but lo £49" choſe of 
6 liberal * will be treated with. 2 


The reader muſt i fe, and wich very lies ſpecu- 
lation, that this advertiſement related to a brew- 
ing ſcheme ; but we fancy his penetration will 
be put to the ſtretch to find out whoſe notice it 
attracted, —Without further circumlocution, it 
| | 8 * Was 
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| noel a perſonage than the leis Samuel Pu 
Eſq. who having read the advertiſement, aud 
| having at that time a ſuperfluous charge ade. 
quate to the ſum required, in one of his tought 
Teſs moments, gave an anſwer to it. N 


dur hero to that really great man, and, when 
the explanation took place, Mr, Foote ſaw, ot 
thought he faw, ſuch a proſpect of wealth be. 


lities and ſeeming honeſty of his partner, 


| Foote might have been more wary of their calh 


more circumſpeR, in this inſtance, in guarding 


- whether abilities in brewery were the ol 
- pledges he was to have for ſinking his capital? 


the Gr ge Road, Southwark, which he ſhould 
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DE | 4 


It was this vikeany Chews that IRS 


fore him, as the ſtage could never afford.-—H 
therefore embraced the propoſal, and was 1 
pleaſed with the project as he was with the abi. 


But though leſs eccentric gentlemen than M.. 
yet we would have defied them to have been 
againſt being gudgeon'd. — He demanded to 


know what riſk his partner had to run, and 


To this our hero replied, that he had a brev- 
houſe of his own, near King John's Square, i 


fil 


m1 
| ment, and would prouce-che 
deeds at any time Mr. Fe oote ſhould: n for 
that n, 5 | 


The day bekig nl 3 W 
hero's invention was put to the rack, in order 
to accompliſh what he had ſo readily propoſed, 
viz. the production of the deeds of a brewery; 
for, in truth and in fact, he was neither in poſ- 
ſeflion of the one or the other. True it is, he 

bad caſt his eye on one, and that was a ſufficient 
motive for him to obtain the nine points of the 
law, poſſeſſion: To 3 


- To complete this title, he applied to the 

owner of the above brewery, and held out to 
him the advantages which muſt flow from ſuch 
a ſcheme, and ſuch an alliance, — The only diffi- 
culty that could ariſe from ſuch a ſcheme was, 
Ihe faid, to convince Mr, Foote that the brew- 

houſe was the property of him; which, he told 
the owner, if he would make a ſhort aſſignment 
of the deeds to him, in order to produce them to 
that gentleman, he, the owner, ſhould have the 
ſum of 2001, extraordinary, as ſoon as ever the 


MS profits | 


. 76 3 ö 
proffts of the buſineſs e that an to he | 
Mr. Price's, ſhare, 1 


we Gs 6 not have the reader 4 at al * 
-prized at the weakneſs of the gentleman, ty 
whom this ſcheme was. propoſed, in making ſud 
an aſſignment, as far greater inſtances will be 
adduced of them in the courſe of our hiſtory; 
which will ſhew, they were the whetſtones a 
which our hero fharpened, and poliſhed his in. 

ſtruments of deception to a moſt beautiful co. 
lour, and a very fine edge. The fact is, the 

owner of the premiſes did execute the aſlign- 
ment, it was produced at the appointed mect- 
ing, and the PO was Oy: com- 
menced. 
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On this occaſion there was a dinner given, # 
which were preſent many great men who wen 
not wits, and many wits who were not great men; 
among the reſt were the late S. F. B. Delara, 
-and the preſent Mr. Murphy. The gentleman 
who favoured us with theſe particulars was pre 
ſent himſelf, and we affure the reader we hare 
no greater authority for the aſſertion. | 


Having 


mY 


. : 
Having mentioned who were at this dinner, 
it may not be unpleaſing to add, that the com- 
pany, among others, had a curious kind of diſh, 
viz. beef-ſteaks broiled in the floke-bole. It was 
propoſed by a wit, and acceded to by all that 

were IR being tout a L0G novelle, 


| -Okc this. Gen Mr. Ra. as . 
ſet the whole table on a roar.—Mirth, wit, and 
claret, flowed plentifully, and with them the glee 
and merry catch circled round. — The wits and 
the great men laughed at one another, and our 
hero laughed at them all, : VF 


We are here naturally reminded of a cireum- 
ſtance, that happened once at our Alma Mater 


Oxonienſis, Two Jews, aſſuming the characters 


of Rabbies, and pretending to be very learned in 
the Talmud, paid a viſit to that univerſity.—To 
each of the heads of the colleges they preſented 
a cheeſe which bore ſome Hebrew characters, 
and which they affirmed they had bought at, ane 
brought with them from the Holy Land. The 
Regius Profeſſor of Hebrew alſo came in- for the 
lame compliment. For this reverend preſent 
they obtained great courteſy, and had not ex- 
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When a Dutch Jew happening to arrive there, 


identical made cheeſes, churned and preſſed zt 
Amſterdam, and on which were imprinted his 


4441 philoſophy wiſely obſerved, hat a chimney. 
feveeper”s boy could akoays make a 8 of "ey 4. , 

iy: in the e f 

: 

b 


ed an. rs e 8 for thiem g 


diſcovered them to have been his mother's own 


own. father's name. The Rabbies therefor. | 
ſpeedily decamped, and the then Profeſſor of mo. 


1 To reſume, Could Mr. Peicn ne = enter- 
tained an idea of that · thread- bare virtue called Wl ; 
honeſty, he had now a very fair chance of mak- i © 
ing a very capital fortune by it. But as he Me 
choſe to carry every thing with a coup de main, 

fo he was too impetuous to wait the regular ap- 
proaches of that goddeſs whom he daily ad- fe 
dreſſed. The ſmall beer brewery went on with I g 
rapid ſucceſs in the ſale, but the payments came ill :« 
in very limpingly.— We have heard Mr. Foote ei 
more than once obſerve, that every body drank I in 


— 


His beer, but nobody paid him for Wer w 
be was plundered by his partner, who was his e) 


great and ſecret enemy, he was cheated by his I hi 
cuſtomers, who were his great and open friends; Wl \\ 


$348 | ſo ay 


t 1 


0 that it is no vonder, between ele and 
Charybdis, he ou | 


Things were going on in this ſituation, that 
| is to ſay, a vaſt draught of beer, and the poſt- 
ing-book full of honourable and right honourable 
debtors, when a gentleman of character and for- 


tune in the brewery line waited on Mr, Foote, 
and aſſured him, that he was a dupe to the de- 
ſigns of a very deep fellow, whoſe ſole view was 
to cheat him out of every farthing he had ;—that 
he had no knowledge at all in the art of brew- 


ing, and that he was connected with a man of 


of, (we muſt, however unwillingly, let the word 
elcape us) very infamous principles. 


There are men in the world, who, having 
ſet their fancy on an object, cannot ſee the dan- 
ger in endeavouring to attain it ; and who, if you 


adviſe them of that danger, turn a deaf ear to 
every thing that would divert the purſuit. In this 
inſtance, Mr, Foote was one of thoſe ſpecies, and 


whatever the gentleman could urge to open his 
eyes to underſtanding, the more it convinced 
him of the certainty of ſucceſs in his ſceheme. 
When, therefore, he found every argument un- 


availing, he cloſed his advice with this propoſal 
| nd that 
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with ſecurity to the amount of 100,000], to let 
his name 1 2 to the houſe. 


erfully on Mr. Foote, as to prevent his ac- 
quieſcence to the above propoſal.— The ff 
was, liberality of ſentiment. He would not 


to ſuſpect of a bad intention. The ſecond Was 


tomers, and they all praiſed the beer exceed 
ingly. We may ſafely venture, however, (| 


that if he would Jeup bio pefbidenibn aden 
him, in the ſtead of Mr. Price, a thouſand gu- 
neas were at Mr. Foote's ſervice, and he would, | 
beſides, advance him every farthing he had ld 


out in the ente of n materials, 


The reader, if he 83 any thing of mercam 
tile affairs, will not be ſurprized at this offer, 
In buſineſs, a good name is better than riches; 
and a banker, in the neighbourhood of Temp 
Bar, when he retired from it, received 3000, 


* 


Two motives, however, operated 7 pop. 


turn his back on a man whom he had a ven 
good opinion of, and whom he had no reaſon. 


his partner ſtood high in the opinion of his cul 
ay, that the principal reaſon of their praiſe w, 


the long credit they obtained; and that as the 


„„75BW; ß ²˙Ä . 8 


1 


in * never paid for it at all, all that the | 
beer coſt them was their praiſe—ſo that whilſt 
he was creditor for large accounts, he was 
a conſiderable debtor on the ſcore of adulation. 


Upwards of a year had elapſed in this whim- 
ſical experi iment, when experience taught Mr. 
Foote to repent his rejection of the above offer. 
ne credit given to Mr. Foote's noble cuſ- 
tomers, on the one hand, and the pilferings of 


his partner, on the other, daily reduced the © 


ſtock, and ſwallowed up more than the former, 
who paid for every thing, could ſupply. Before 
two years had expired, our hero. took advan- 
tage of the ſtorm that was brewing, and de- 
camped, leaving Mr. Foote to repent his cre- 

dulity, who miraculouſly eſcaped a jail from the 
generoſity of the maltſter, hop merchant, &c. 


c. to whom he gave up the whole, and who 


were ſatisfied. in the integrity of his intentions. 
Some very few of the debts were recovered, 


but the major part were totally loſt, In this 5 


ſcheme Mr. Foote ſacrificed upwards of 500l. = 


e only ſatisfaction which he ever had for it, : 


deing the following reply, he once made to our. 
5 who with a modeſty, peculiar only to 
| great 


| quent ht, api co in ere det w 
come a partner with him in baking of che 


| bake, but 1 1 be d. a; if nas you bake as 95 brewed, 


n it. 
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as Mr. Price was well fkilled in the art of making 


conſiderable advantage. Before his decamp- 
ment he mortgaged the premiſes for 250]. and 


ver woes. what the latter is always plotting 


iz * 4 1 * 


offered to make him reſtoration, if he would be. 


bread 4 As you brewed, ſaid the wit, ſo you my. 


* little ancedote of Mr. 1 we 
3 let the reader be acquainted with, and i it 
would be greatly ixjuring his character not to 


| We mentioned his little device in obtaining o 
the landlord the aſſignment of the premiſes, but 


a little go a great way ; ſo, though the device 
was but a little one, he made it extend to 2 


the owner was never. ie to: recover en 
afterwards. | | 


| An obſervation naturally ariſes here, A get- 
tleman of great learning and genius, which 
Mr. Foote confeſſedly was, can never be an equl 
match for low cunning.— The former ne- 


a. 


£7 55 ; 

knaviſh defigts;; nor can a man, who has not 
been uſed to the lower order of people, enter- 
tain an idea of that cunning, which is the con- 
ſtant appendage to a low mind. Mr. Foote 
did not ſuſpect, becauſe he was honeſt himſelf, 
and our hero could not be honeſt, although he 
vas not ſuſpeed. . 


J After he had taken the aforeſaid little ad- 
vantage, our hero found it abſolutely neceſſary 


to retire from the great world, which he had 


lately entered into with ſuch high eſteem, and 

from which he made his exit with ſo ſingular 
a proof of his genius. This retirement was 
a ſpecies of ſzulking, which many great men 
ſtile, living at a coffee houſe, and till their bills 
are too long for them to live there any longer. 


It was in this way. that our hero retired—He 
thifted from coffee-houſe to houſe, and from 
inn to inn, a conſiderable while; not, indeed, 
but he paid his debts contracted there, but it 
krred him for the purpoſe of ſecreting himfelf 
incog. from various inquirers, to whom, although 
a man may be denied daily, yet they are not 
ſenſible of the inſult, nevertheleſs, they are ſure 

„„ that 
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tend till they do fee you, and when they hare 


houſes, notwithſtanding the utmoſt intreaties t 
the contrary; nay, ſo generous are they, that 
they will keep you for days and weeks, and, t 


his Majeſty' 5 jails, provided no kind friend wil 
conduct you to the place from "Wheiice you 


tw 1 


ders to his ſervants, to ſay their maſter ig not 
at home. Theſe enquirers alſo, will daily at· 


paid the kind viſit; will invite you to their 


laſt, ſee you ſafe home, that is to ſay, into one of 


Came. 


1 was from theſe kind viſitors FUR Mr. Price 


had retired, and it was in this retirement too! - 
that he, either in real poverty or affecting it i. 
greatly, (the latter of which we are the rather Wil ,| 
inclined to believe) when a lodger at the Whit: , 
Bear Inn, Piccadilly, ſent to the gentleman Wl g. 
whom we mentioned before, as favouring u. 
with theſe anecdotes, and | borrowed his gol 1 
watch, which the gentleman could never reco- 5 
ver of our hero again, or its value, even in de. 

_ of his affluence. | 8 
| When the ſtorms naturally eee by the ? 
hou L 


8 4 7 > : : — % 1 
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. 8: 1 
above fallen had a little blown, over, Mr. Price, 

like a ſnake, that i 18 never ſeen but i in fair wea- 
ther, began to crawl out of Eis hole again; and 
mough he did not chuſe to venture further than 
the mouth of it, where he could hiſs and re- 
treat at pleaſure, yet he enjoyed the rays of | 
| the ſun, as they occaſionally ſhone forth, and 


its beams, orzhe faw we danger of 2 approach⸗ 
ſtorm. 


We now kid! our hero attending the taber- 
nacles of the methodiſts, and it was in one 
of thoſe luxuriant baſks he wriggled into the good 
graces of an elderly lady who reſided at Chel- 
fea, Our reader will ſee by the tale, that 
it was not with much ir1propriety we adopted 
the figurative alluſion of the ſnake, We hope, 
and ſincerely hope, that we ſhall not introduce a 
ſimile improperly ; ; and we muſt tell our reader, 
that our hero, now commencing methodiſt 
preacher, we could not think of ſuch a cha- 


racter, without a ſerpent F itſelf to our 
lenſes, | . 8 


It may bo eaſily gueſſed why! Mr. Price mould 
deo caſt his ſæin.— The lady was a ſtrict metho- 
de diſt; and he, who knew ſo well how to 


H 2 | became 


darted back again whenever it had withdrawn 5 


| 
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Habe ola things to all men, 
; Could as caſily become a methodiſt preacher, 3 

any other profeſſion he had before, or ever after 
followed. —If we might venture to give our op- 
nion, it ſhould be, that he was the man the moſt 
calculated for that character that ever we head 
or. read of, not even the inſpired  Whitheld 
excepted, ſuch were his powers of I 
and abundant hypocrily, 1 


It was not from 8 reaſoning that Ari. 
ſtophanes, in his excellent comedy of the Devil 
upon Iwo Sticks, quoted the expretfion uſed by 
the conqueror of the world, 


« I was not Alexander I Poul choſe to h 


Diagenes, 
in order to introduce, 


« If I was not the devil I ſhould ch 10 le d 
0 method, i/t preacher ;“ 


but from fats, and a thorough hes of 
their MIT, | under religious OR. | 


The fact of our hero wat | turned methodif 
preacher was well known To him, and by o 


means decreaſed his aſperity en the ſecd. 
When | 


Wy ow Rk wn — You 


VEE 


When, e he wrote the above play, he 
certainly had a retroſpec̃t to Mr. Price's inge- 
nuities, and they gave 2 n to his ani 

mated ſatire. : 


From the beſt chronological account we can 
obtain, he continued in this ſervice for about 
three quarters of àa year, when he robbed that 
W lady of near 3000 pounds, as well under pre- 
tence of diſtributing charities to the flock, as by 
inveigling himſelf into her heart as a huſband.. 
Thus he played a triple game. He robbed an 
old methodiſtical lady who wanted a young huſ- 
band, he defrauded the ſociety whoſe conſciences 


of the Almighty. by pretending to preach his 
| holy word, when he had 3 but fraud and: 
pine in * heart. 7 | | | 


We are now, gentle reader, obliged to intro- 
duce thee to a lady, who will, in all due time, 
add a dignity to this work, and immortalize the 
page of this lit le hiſtory.—It is no leſs a per- 
ſonage than the celebrated Mrs. Poultney, 
whoſe addreſs and ingenuity, under our hero's 
Mn have, for ſeveral years paſt, attracted 

| H 3 the 


he was in hourly eare of, and he made a mockery. 


the . and defied the vigil of the Di. 
rectors of the Bank of England, the magiſtrates | 
of the Police in Bow- ſtreet, and all the atten. 

dants on theſe two powerful bodies of men; 4 
full and particular account of which, in proper 
time and place, we ſhall preſent to thoſe reader, 
who are curious enough to know the celebrated 


exploits of two ſuch extraordinary characters a3 
Mrs. Poultney and Mr. Price. e 


Hiſtory is ſoneddiing in the dark relative to 
the place where, the time when, and the man- 
ner how this precious pair got acquainted, 
Alt was certainly either about the period of 
our hero's vagabondizing from inn to inn, or 
elſe when he taught leſſons of morality to the 
old lady before-mentioned i in character of a me- 
thodiſt preacher, which was in the year 1750. 


Should we inſert in this hiſtory what we have 
heard, we might be induced to draw: very 
ſtrange concluſions, no ways * advantageous to 
the character of ſo complete a lady as Mrs, 
Poulteney.— Before, therefore, we aim a blow 
at her delicacy, we ought to be well warranted 
in our aſſertion, 1 it Was this lady our hero 

advertiſes q 


advertiſed in two! capacities :—Firſt, as wanting > 
a huſband ; and ſecondly, as introducing her to 
gentlemen, who advertiſed for wives, as a wo- 
man of fortune and ny | 


- 


One thing, in julio to this lady, who muſt 
hereafter cut a very conſiderable figure in this 
hiſtory, we cannot omit.— She was a genteel, : 
elegant, and beautiful woman; and though now 
upwards of 50 years of age, retains a great 
portion of thoſe qualifications, which accom- 
pliſhed her for ſo eminent a connoiſſeur in fe- 
male endowments : as our hero. 


5 hd it may be very ſhrewdly ſuſpected, 
that Mr. Price would ſpring every mine that 
| could yield the leaſt ſource of treaſure, and that 
he would employ thoſe, or any other female or- 
nament, ſuch as virtue, chaſtity, &c. &c. to 
his own emolument, fo ingenious was he in the 
art of bartering when he could make any little 
advantage of it; yet we will not venture to ſup- 
poſe the all-accompliſhed Mrs. Poultney capa- 
ble of expoſing her qualities to market-ouverte: », 
FILIIES are, indeed, advertiſed in a ſtrain of 
FO eulogium ; their ſhape, make, fleſb, 
and 


= | þ ; 
_ £2. 
| | 19:7 
| | 5 and bien blood, pompoully praiſed, and all their i © 
f . paces highly commended ; but we cannot con. Ml © 
eee Mrs. Poultney would ſuffer ſuch a compa. i © 
| | | ttive deſcription of her. figure to appear in a news. "4 
| [ * paper, as correſponded with a Filley as well a Ml 
1 female. Pride, dignity, and ſenſibility, equally ; 
h | | forbad it, and ſhe is in poſſeſſion of too much 3 
1 | ſuſceptibility to permit us even to conjecture ſo 4 
—_ . an opinion of her high Rs 
N . Saen ag every ee is in n 
Wi favour of this lady, true it is, that there was a Wl” 
1 lady whom our hero played off in the {tile we Ml © 
have alluded to, and of whoſe perſonal charms Ml © 
and mental accompliſhments he did make a little , 
adyantage.—For, about the year 1757, an ad- 2 
-yertiſement, to the following hh was put g 
in the 48885 On . 
it Eo Gentemen if Cnaracren, Foxrurs, and i 
| 8 b Hoss 5 ; 
1 $6 WHO wiſh to engage for if with 2 10 : 
Ill ' $ who poſſeſſes the above qualities in 3 very a 
Wt «eminent degree. Her perſon, in point cf g 
[18 1 elegance, gives precedence to none,—Her K 
| mind and manners are hein cultivated, her | ; 
28 Fa OT | is ops 


1 1 


& temper fare mild, and affable, and her age 


i. . e twenty- two. Any gentle 
. man who anſwers the above addreſs, may di- 
. rect a letter to A. Z. at the Bedford-Head, 
2 6 Southampton-Street, Strand; and if their 220 
hv « ral and ſituation in life are approved, they | 
N will then be waited on by a per ſon who will | 


* b procure the paxties an interview.“ 


o 
) 


How the idea of 3 could ereep into the | 
head, of Mr. Price, may be unaccountable to 
many leaders, as they probably have by this 
time conceived, greatly to his prejudice, that it. 
was as diſtant from his heart as any two oppo- 
ſite points, whoſe remote ends are undiſcover- 
able. Thoſe, however, who know ſomething 
of human nature, will not be ſurprized that our 
hero ſhould extol that attraction in others which 
he never was in poſſeſſion of himſelf. —They 
know alſo, that as nobedy talks more about. 
religion than thoſe who have the leaſt ſhare of it, 
o nobody boaſts more of honeſty than thoſe who 
are the greateſt thieves. It was upon this prin- 
ciple, therefore, that he made morals a part of 
the requiſite qualifications of a huſband, well 


8 


I. 


0 


—— k 


knowing, that if the ENT had anys it was þ _ 


9 n 
the fure and certain ground on whick he could] 
with propriety fix his n, che more 1 
| to entrap his game. 


| The ſucceſs of this ſcheme, we are informed, 
anſwered. every purpoſe intended. It producel 
our hero a conſiderable ſum in the ſituation d 
gentleman uſher to the parties; and thoſe were 
ſure of having the introductory viſit ſooneſt paid, 
whoſe douceurs had the greateſt weight. Vati. 
—eus were the pretences to get rid of the vilitants, 
but the chief ground of objection againſt moſt«l 
the ſuitors was—their. want of MORALs.—-Th 
five guinea gentlemen were ſoon diſmiſſed with s 
conge d'elire elſewhere, but if the douceur was in 
any degree adequate to the beauty and fortune o 
the lady, and there was no ground of rejection 
on any other ſcore, the want of morals was 3 
_ RR for the ſuitor. . net ol 


It Sons be an ill compliment raid to our 
8 not to ſuppoſe that they ſee through the 
reaſon why every gentleman, who was wil 
enough to anſwer the before-mentioned advet- 
tiſement, was ſure of a diſmiſſion.— Had mat: | 


ters been carried farther, by an approbation af 
NES | . an} 


Twi 


my one man, the production of certain writings. 
ould have been required, and men of real for- 
ne muſt have been convinced, that there were 
ither landed eſtates, or ſecurities for money in 
me public funds. Neither of theſe, however, 
being the caſe, our hero confined his plan to the 
hare interview, for which, as: ſoon as he had 
been tipped the cuſtomary: ſop, there was an 
nd of all intercourſe: between the ne 1 vi 
At this Nil of 3 0 afe e our 
ero and the lady, whomſoever ſhe was, (for 
ve cannot imagine it to have been Mrs. Poul- . 
eney) refided in Red-Lion- Street, Clerkenwell; 
and, the better to carry on the buſineſs, had 
legant lodgings in Charles - Street, St. James's- 
Square, where ſhe was occaſionally and as fre- 
quently viſited as the -Iriſh gianteſs, who was 
capable of concealing a man of fix feet high, 
anding upright, under her upper e 1 


Tis ſcheme, however, like all others 2 
Aculated to impoſe on the underſtanding, ſoon 
ad its termination. But though the decline of 
Uupes, put a period to ſo ingenious a device, yet 
at device was to our hero, if we may be allowed, 

: the 


| the exprefion; like a good ſuit of cloaths * 
greaſy and ſhabby in the wearing, capable o| 


gold, no longer proſecuted his ſtudies on ay 


' reſearches. Theſe diſcoveries he as conſtantly 
adopted as faſt as they aroſe, and declined even 


was ſure to reap ſome advantage in each and al 
of his philoſophic attempts. 
have been for many ingenious philoſophers could 
we tay as much of them. —Phyſic and naturd 
| | philoſophy : may be indebted to their labours, bit 


T4 


. curſed * 720 off to web e ; 


- 


5 ; The a aer the philoſopten 
Sw has been productive of many bentfits u 
ſociety, although every projector has hitherty 
failed. Our philoſopher, who was perpetu.! 
ally trying experiments in the art of making 


ene principle, than he found out an advantage 
of bringing his experiments: to perfection in 
another diſcovery ariſing out of his  origind 


other as ſoon as ever he had made the moſt of it 
Thus, though he never completed his projet 
of finding the philoſophers ſtones, yet he did not 
exhauſt his ſubſtance in the ſearch after it, but 


Happy would it 


leſs ſcientific perſons een 1 the benelit 
of * abilities. | 


To: 


— 


ol 


b To drop the allegory. . b invited 
gentlemen of character and fortune to embrace 
2 wife, he took to anſwering advertiſements for 3 
a wife, by people who pretended to be gentle. - 
men of character and fortune. He thereby, re- 
verſed his original plan; or, more properly 
ſpeaking, it was a pheenix riſing out of his own + 
fre, from which he alſo e a very We ET 
pole emolument. = 


It va | W a little unlucky, that 

the proſecution of this project, he got hold 
f a gentleman, who did not care a fig, whether 
he world knew he was a fool or not.— This 
ind of dread, which eaſy and baſhful er 

re eminently poſſeſſed of, had hitherto been our 
ero's great ſhield, —In this he had repoſed an 
ntire ſecurity z and, perhaps, it is a ib: . 
> which many ingenious perſonages are in- 
bted for that exiſtence in ſociety, which their 
feat actions would otherwiſe, in all probability, 
d the great ſatisfaction of that ſociety, _ | 

ut them off from. © „„ 


The above . who had advertiſed. 

ra wife, and had been introduced by our hero : 

the celebrated lady before· mentioned, whoſe. 
5 | name 


: name was WiGMOR E, had diſcovered, | | 
a little too late, that he had been dealing wit 
an Avantarier, and very rudely and: en 


5 28 and Soing about and daily deviſing and in 
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called our hero—a ee 


. Aer to ee wa an opprobe. 


though we will not allow the truth of it, 51 
we admit that it is true he was ſo reviled, Al 
5 Nay, as we are on the ſcore of allowances 
we muſt alſo acknowledge, that having obtained Wil 
the ſum of fifty-five guineas, under pretence _ 
procuring the ſaid-gentleman a wife; and, nt 
_ chooſing to refund that ſum, a principle q Wil | 
which he had conſtantly very little ideas; ſome: Wil © 
where about the year 1760, a certain piece if Wil 
parchment called an indictment, was preſented WW 
to forty-eight honeſt men of the county of Mi- 
dleſex, charging him with ſo unprineipled a _ 
act as a e had ene the eftrontey! 8 
10 ſay, e 

| | « 

« That, our hero, & Charles Price, not ; 

<« minded or deſirous of getting his livelihoodby T 
« TRUTH and hongft labour, but being a perſon 2 


ec of evil name and fame, and of diſhoneſt conve1ſt-? 


4 fonding 


60 jects of our Jord the king within this realm, 
« and them of their monies by ſubtle Aratagems and 
« devices to cheat. and defraud, to ſupport him in 
« his profligate-way of life, DID acquire and get to 
« himſelf, and of and from the ſaid T. Wigmore: 
| « a large ſum of money, to witz the ſum of fifty- 
« ſeven pounds and fifteen ſhillings, - of good 
and lawful monies of Great Britain, under 
« colour and pretence of getting him, the ſaid” 
„T. Wigmore, a WIr E, of large fortune. 
« WHEREAS in truth and fad, he, the faid: 
« Charles Price, had no ſuch woman to. diſpoſe 
„ of, or was employed by any ſuch woman, 
or was in any treaty, articles, compromiſe 
« or agreement whatſoever with any ſuch wo- 1 
© man, but craftily and ſubtilly deviſing and in- 
« tending him the ſaid T. Wigmore then and 
| cheat and defraud of the ſaid ſum of 
* hfty-ſeven pounds and fifteen ſhillings of lawful 
« monjes/of Great Britain; to the great da- 
© mage, oppreſſion and impoveriſhment of him 
* the ſaid T. Wigmore, and in contempt of 
* our lord the King, and his laws, to the 
* ey example of all others, and againſt the 


6 peace of our ſaid lord the King, his crovm i 
Fz Cm. 
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pudent lying calumnies, combined and legal 
put together againſt any great man what. n 
ever, that could be more falſe and atrocioy 
than the above Bar Billingſgate ſhowered dom 
upon our hero? It is with great difficulty m 
ſuppreſs our reſentment at theſe powers of lan} 
oratory, ang it was in juſt deteſtation of ſuch i 


guage and opprobrious epithets, that the afore 
; ſaid forty-eight honeſt men of the county, kickedi 
cut of the Grand Jury room, as nobody who hai 


muſt have been moved and ſeduced by the inſti 
gation of the devil, could have come forwarl 
and ſupported on oath, a charge, at once 6! 
very groſs in its foundation, ſo unfounded i 


10 5 and ſo very AG In its We 


; [ hs! +: 


- M6; and dignity, and alſo ai the CEP J 


83 8 — 


"52 ae was there ever a ſtring | of i im. 


flanderous accuſation, filled with: ſuch foul la. 


the fear of God before their eyes, or but wiv 


The indent; n that led to fuck a 
libel, was as follows. | 4 


Amon g other who had viſited our 3 — 
| 1 Fr 


uch of fortune, character, and honour, was the 
aid Mr. Wigmore, who then lived in Sackville : 
Street, Piccadilly.. This young gentleman had 

juſt come from the Univerſity of Oxford, was 

near twenty years old, and at the death of a 

mother, was intitled to ſomewhere about 3000l. 

per annum.— But, as he was under the obliga- 

tion of waiting for dead folks ſhoes, and conſider- 

ing that 0 big the graſs grows, the ſtecd Harves, he 

thought an application to the advertiſer, . would 

nable him to repair ſome little breaches he hat: 
made into the real 1 income of his mother's join- - 

ture, and throw. him into a ſtate of indepen-- 

geney on a woman who was ſo hard hearted as 

to allow him only the pitiful ſum of 500l. per 
annum, for his maintenance and ene 5 


Ts this rural he appked to our hero, Who,, . 

having ſifted into his affairs, ſermonized ex- 
ceedingly on , the barbarity of ſtingy mothers, 

and on the liberal allowances which young gen- 

emen ought to enjoy, to prevent their falling 

into temptations which might reflect diſgrace on 

beir birth and character. ; 


We have juſt mn ſaid, mat Me. Price: was 2 
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well {killed in thoſe lines'of the face which 
note an ignorance of the wickedneſs of mat 


of a man, whether he knew ſo much of the wot! 
as to deter others from an attack on his pro. 


legian's face was as open as his heart was fi- 
a a little advantage might be taken in his own wa), 
to a clergyman, who, ſorry he confeſſed him! 


- Alma--Mater was ſo ſtrong, that he might ven- 
ture to affirm, any gentleman coming from the! 


—— — — — — — 
0 
* 


would not be too much for the introduction. 


view, flipped the ſtipulated ſum into Mr. Price's 


- 
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ſu 
kind.—In other words, he could read by the eſe 


perty or underſtanding 5 and finding that our co." 


cere, rightly adjudged him to be a man of hon 


He therefore told him, that the lady was nie: 


to ſay, was a little avaricious in his diſpoſitian; 
but whoſe prejudice in favour of the ſons d 


Univerſity, would have a preference ſhewn hin 
to all the reſt of the ſuitors, and have all his au. 
thority ene in his intereſt. 3 


To this | wt a hero promiſed to introduc 
the young gentleman as the next morning, but? 
before they parted, he hoped that five guiness 


"The Oxonian, hi ghly pleaſed with the proſpe&in 


hand, and departed in a tranſport that can] 


3 


% 
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ft only by thoſe who. are, in P | 
ſuddenly poſſeſſed of oy; Me and to be a 5 
. wife. . 


The time 1 for this interview was 
the next morning at eleven © clock; but, an 
hour before the time, the gentleman W a 
letter from our hero, in which he apologized 
for not waiting on him in perſon, informing 
him, that the buſineſs had been communicate 
to the reverend uncle, who ſeemed highly pleaſed 
with the idea of having an univerſity ſtudent for 
his nephew, and requeſted to ſee. him at twelve 
o'clock the ſame day, at his apartments in 
Charles-Street, St. James 's-Square, but to pre- 

Jar himſelf OY guineas at _ 


The hour of appointment ſoon. arriving, Mrs 


| received by an apparent elderly eceleſiaſtic, with 
a ſolemnity due to the awful. occaſion.. 'The 
pretended uncle and the gay lover, were as grave 
as if the one had been actually a clergyman, and 
| the other had never known or read of the words 
diſſipation and extravagance. — The fortune, 
beauty, virtue, ſimplicity, and meekneſs of the 
niece, were extolled to the ſkies, and the Expecs 
| tations 


op 
* 


Wigmore poſted to the apartments, where he was | 


F 8 


tations of the ſtudent ran down, with as ad 
contempt as an. annuity broker would treat the 
Ae of the ſoundeſt man in the kingdom. -In 
mort, after debaſing the gentleman's Propoſi. 
tions till his pride began to be a little alarmed, 
the clergyman,. who, as well as Mr. Price, 
knew to what extent. the catgut might be 
ſtretched before it would break, then took the 
other fide of the queſtion, by flattering the abi. 
lities, the perſon, the family and character «f 
the ſuitor, with a warmth. that ſat his imagins. 
tion afloat. . When this was done, and expec- 
tation ſtood on tip-toe, the gue gion was put, 
“% Whether he had come prepared?” 


There is a language that the moſt ignorant 
man on earth cannot miſunderſtand, and there 
is alſo a manner of conveying that language by; 
certain actions, which dumb men even can an. 
ſwer as well as the beſt bred ſcholar at Oxford 
or Cambridge. When this clergyman, therefore, 
aſked the Oxonian if he had come prepared, altho 
Mr. Price's previous letter had informed him 
what anſwer mu/t be given; yet, for fear of too 

much indelicacy upon ſuch a ſubject, and to ba · 
nith all 4 that it might need an ex- 
planatiam 


1 1 105 1 
rlanation, he accompanied the allen with 


fretching forth his right hand, holding it open, 
and ne his * with the middle e 


Had, 3 our young a di teak, 
and dumb, yet as he was not blind, he muſt have - 
underſtood the clergyman, even if Mr. Price had 
not prepared him for a competent knowledge in 
the claſſics. —But the words were no ſooner ſuited 
to the action, and the action to the words, than, 
by a kind of charm, the fifty guineas were con- 
veyed into the faid right reverend palm, and 
with as much dexterity from thence into the 
pocket of the parſon, as ever Mr. George Bar- 
rington, of light-fingered memory, OI: a 
purſe of al en out of i it. 


The principal buſineſs of th interview being 
over, the gentleman was appointed to meet the 
lady the next day at the ſame hour, and at the 
ſame place, but—alas, that day never arrived. 
Neither Mr, Price or the clergyman were to be | 
found, and, tho' we are ſorry and almoſt aſhamed : 
to ſay it, yet, we muſt confeſs, had he met Mr. 
Frice he muſt have ſeen the eccleſiaſtic, and had 
he met the eccleſiaſtic he muſt have ſeen Mr. 
| Price, 


"of age] 1 
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bat 


ph Mr. e howereh, not + fully he 
2 With this treatment, happened to ſpeak to a 
limb of the law on:the-ſubjet,—And' this lin, 
4 thinking if he could get the body of our herd 
into bis poſſeſſion, he might make a tolerable 

5 job of it. took a good deal of pain t rummage 
out his reſidence. When this was: effected, the 
layer plainly told Mr. Price he ought to make | 
| _. reſtitution; and Mr. Price as plainly told the | 
1 PN that he and us. reſtitution ui d—d, 
WE: 


| 8 e ores i He Ha9y bones or 3 
4 the before- mentioned libel, and for which Mr. 
Price was obliged to refund the ſum of twenty- 
five guineas to the honeſt lawyer, who had not 
then the leaſt idea to whom the aforeſaid five Wi 
guineas had been given.—How he and Mr.Wig- 
more ſettled it, we cannot exactly ſtate; but we 
are informed, that his bill for proſecuting ſuch a 
wicked impoſtor gs Charles Price, came to no 
| des than twenty-three pounds ten ſhillings.— 
Mr. Wigmore, therefore, received the ſum of two 
Pounds fiftgen ſhillings in monies back again, 
fi 2 ounds in wit and A 


. 


* 
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was the ground _ the ſaid Gan Jury kicked" 
out ſuch a ſcroll of ſcurrility, and the gn ere 


ne 


. perſon dared e m 1! [ n 

e FI IBS 5 
a As the foregoing little Ahn he took of | 
„ ur. Wigmore, was the firſt we have been able 

ro Wl © trace which he put · in practice by a perſonif- 

le cation of two different characters, it made us a 

0 litle more minute in the detail of it. Beſides, 

ie it is ſomething like a glaſs of wine and bitters 

e to an Epicurean, which provokes the appetite, ass 
ic tt prepares the reader to reliſh thoſe greater feats 

i. of dexterity, which prove our hero to have been 


a complete maſter of the art of riſing in repu- 
tation. 


To enumerate the various applications made 
by gentlemen in ſearch of wives, by the differ- 
ent advertiſements of a lady of fortune, and cha- 

on rafter, and honour, wanting a huſband; or gen- 
© tlemen anſwering the ſame” deſcription, wanting 
2 a wife, would be as much impoſſible as to ſay, 5 
0 how much Mr. Price extracted from the purſes 
- of the viſitants, in the character of a divine un”. 
0 (dee and gentleman uſher, Let it ſuffice, that we ? 
„continued the ſcheme till the bubble burſt, mae Pi. 
y he could no longer continue it 6 WR ſafety.— 

g =o 
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The reader alſo may be aſſured, that Mr. Pit 
would never think of ſtriking out a new line of 
buſineſs, till he had exhauſted his ſang! in n 


eee of the old one. 


5 baker in Biſhopſ; gate- Street, —.— whoſ 
name we do not know, parted with the ſame ſum 
to Mr. Price, on the ſame conditions Mr. Wigs 
more had done. 3 


An obſervation EPI iel Wal. very natu- 
rally. Mr. Foote having been plundered of his 
property, in a prologue to one of his CI = 
. two applicable lines? | 

A Pegaſus, that ſtimm'd the ls way, 
* Robb'd and deplun'd, now tugs a tedious 2% 
So there is every reaſon to . that the ge. 
, who. 1 5 
Cuugbt the enge manners as 8 rg: 
Aruck out the under plot of his e 
from the foregoing circumſtance, when he made 
Mrs. Mechlin introduce an Oxford gentleman to 
a lady, as intended huſband and wife, who, by way 
of poetical improvement, turned out to be mo- 
ther and ſon. It is the more natural to ſuppoſe 
it, as the farce of our hero, and the comedy of 
Mr. Foote, were no great diſtance of time from 


each other in their coming Die 0 | 
. wih 


« 5 „ 
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With this 8 cl we ſhall, 92 a POL 
time, take leave of Mr. Price, of whom we can 


give no faithful account till about the year 1759 
as he again choſe to retire from the fatigues of a 


buſtling 1 and enjoy his repoſe i .. 5 


The cenkdy is not to ſuppoſe that his genius 
was exhauſted becauſe it lay dormant. Thoſe 
who have frequented that theatre of poLITICAL 
comedy, niek-named the Parliament-houſe, 
muſt have ſeen, that when Genius appeared 
moſt unobſerving and ſomnoleſcent, that at that 
very moment it was collecting the utmoſt force 
of its fires ; that though lethargic it was wide 
awake, and though apparently exhauſted, it roſe 
with a renewed ardour ſuperior to its priſtine 
vigour>—They muſt alſo have ſeen, that GE- - - 
N1Vs, when it appeared to be moſt overwhelmed, 
ſprang with redoubled activity, by the force of 
the very powers that endeavoured to annihilate 
it that its ſources were inexhauſtible, and that 
no human ſagacity or invention could preſcribe. - 
its boundaries. Thoſe who: have been in the. 
habit of attending that ſpecies of the drama will. 
know where to apply the obſervation. The 
ly objection, however, that can be made, is 

K 


D 
the title we have given to that heterogeneous 
aſſembly; becauſe an entertainment of a very 
-oppolite nature to chat of a COMEDY is often 
acted there. Our defence is, notwithſtanding, 
at hand, ready to ſupport the appellation.—A 
Frenchman calls the play-houſe Ja comedie, and 
when he goes there, will very gravely tell you, 
He is going to the comedie to ſee a tragedie! 
With all due deference, therefore, to Johnſon's 
dictionary, when we ſtile our ſenate-houſe a 
theatre of political comedy, it includes a theatre 
of political tragedy, and ſo vice verſa. 


Again.— Although the reader ſhould not have 
ſeen this grand national ſtage, he may perhaps 
have viſited a neighbouring place of entertain- | 
ment, equally polite and equally noiſy.—We 
mean the Royal Cockpit. There he muſt have 
ſeen the ſtrutting heroes, pecking, cutting, and 
ripping each other, to the great delight, ſatisfac- 
tion, and profit of much greater cowards than 


+ the combatants, till the ſpirit and ſtrength of 


one has been exhauſted; when, with all timely 
cunning, he has thruſt his head under the wing 
of his antagoniſt, till having gained breath, he 
has renewed the attack with a vigour ſuperior. 

= * Co 5 to 


. 
to his firſt fury. — The heroes of theſe two places. 
of entertainment, therefore, may juſtly be ſtiled 
gam cocks, as their modes of attack and defence 
are upon one and the ſame principle—equally- 
trimmed, equally armed, alternately victorious, 
and alternately ſubdued.—There is one little 
difference indeed—The heroes produced At the 
Cockpit Royal are generally game, ſtand their 
ground, and fight till they die; whereas thoſe 
who crow on the other ſtage are in proportion 
as eighty to one hundred run away cocks. 


It was in this kind of way our hero took 
breath, and roſe to a degree of dignity that we 
hope no parliament man will ever arrive to, the 
pillory excepted, and it was by this way we ori- 

ginally propoſed giving our readers a little. —- 
We intended, at the commencement: of this 
'hiſtory, to have divided it inte ſo many books, 
to have ſub- divided thoſe books into ſo many 
chapters, and to have ſub-ſub-divided thoſe 
chapters by ſo many occaſional digreſſions ;. 
but as we wiſhed to give a great deal of our 
hero, and very little of ourſelves, we ſup- 
preſſed the intention. Beſides, we did not wiſh. 

to delay the curioſity of our readers, nor to 


K. 2 


+ 4 


t 112 . 


* eurſelves great at the expence of making 


. our hero little, and therefore ſtudiouſiy „ | 


vurſelves to facts. 


From what "RR been n ad, the reader 


will be enabled to judge of the capability of lis 
head, and diſcover the tinge of a heart, which 
never were at reſt without levelling their attacks 
on the friend and ſtranger Indiſcriminately... 
Sorry, indeed, are we to own, that we are 
afraid, before this work is finiſhed, it muſt ap. 


8 pear, that Mr. Price was a perſon in whom the 


genius, the abilities, and the talents of all great 

men were combined, To ſpeak plain, a man 
in whom the villalnies of all mankind con · 
| centered. 


To return to our hiſtory. By the aſſiſtance | 


| O of a gentleman, who is a very capital brewer in 


the neighbourhood of Pimlico, a man of inte- 
grity and reſpect, who had too much honeſty to 
ſuſpect another man of being a rogue, who was 
afterwards a principal creditor of our Hero's 2 
very conſiderable ſufferer by him, and an ehe 
witneſs, we are enabled to lay before our readers 


a few ſcenes of his future * which by no 
meals 
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theſe memoirs. 


In de year 1759, and about the. 29th year of: 
lis age, we again get ſight of Mr. Price, in the 
capacity of a clerk to Mr. Stables, a brewer, , 
in Wild-Street, Lincoln's-Inn- Fields. It was 
in this ſituation he. firſt; contracted an intimacy 
with Mr. W. the: gentleman, before alluded to, 
who then was Cooper to the faid. brewery, .and. 
who was then about five years younger than our 
hero. Mr. W. had been uſed, during his ſchool : 
days, to be pretty well ſecluded, by his parents, 
from the ſociety of thoſe young gentlemen, h 
were not well known to be attached to certain 
qualities which Mr. Price would have ſcorned 
to have carried into practice, if even he had 
been in poſſeſſion, of them. During Mr. W. 's. 
zpprenticeſhip,. the ſame line of conduct had 
been obſerved by his maſter which had been ſet . 
him by Mr. W.'s parents. The leiſure hours 
were filled up, with improvements of a. different 
cat from thoſe. which diſtinguiſh our hero. in his: 
juvenile days. When Mr. W. therefore, came 
out into the world, though he was: not poſſeſſed 
of thoſe endowments, which ſpring from that 
| „„ flamina, . 
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Rami ning, which i is denominated — ſo exhy 
inculcated in children by ſome parents, who 
bloſſoms are, lying, impudence, and thieving 
and whoſe end is to drop like over-ripe fruit 
from a tree; yet Mr. W. was maſter of certain 
ingredients which form à part of the human 
compoſition, and are termed ſincerity, integrity, 
and confidence between man and man. He 
had ſome ideas alſo of that anti uated ragged 
virtue called honeſty; and therefore was a very 
 _ -fit companion for Mr. Price, who could gain 
nothing by the man that was as ſharp as him- 
elf, that is to ſay, a perſon who was unac- 
quainted with ne Wa ein I 
and honeſty. | 


As we have not heard of any little foible or 

_ advantage he took of Mr, Stables, during the 
time of his clerkſhip, we do not chuſe to enrich 
his brows with any laurels which his abilities 
may not have acquired him. It is our duty only 

to preſerve thoſe he gained by his great art and 
induſtry in the ſcience of mankind, and there- 
fore, with the reader's leave, we will fet Mr 
Price down as a maſter brewer once more, but 
OE. 1 © ©00W| 


% 
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How he Wo into that 8 is eakly t to be 
| gueſſed. —He was ſo perfect a maſter of the art | 
of inſinuation, and he cultivated the good oi 
nion of Mr. W. with ſuch perfect ſkill and ad- 
dreſs, that his heart was as open to our hero as 
his purſe; nay, he actually thought Mr. Price 
as good and as honeſt a man as himſelf.— n. 
Price, therefore, had no ſooner propoſed ſe 
up in the brewery, than. the propoſal was cloſed ' 
with by Mr, W.. who advanced the one thing 
1edful, Nor ſhould the reader be at all ſur- 
priſed at this.——He was convinced of the brew 
ing abilities of Mr. Price, and he had a very 
high opinion of our hero's virtues.—In fact, Mr. 
W. looked on him as one of the beſt men in the 
world, which is a character often applied to the 

very worſt men in the world. Whether this 
nas the preſent caſe will be ſeen before the time, | | 
perhaps, of this hiſtory being cloſed.— Added to 
the above, Mr. W. was to be Cooper to the 

brewery 3 and this was a worldly inducement to 
_ aflit Mr. W which mon; who knew that 


World 
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vorld a bet deck better than Mr W. did * 
ane, weht n have e * | | 
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There was alſo e delten why; Mr. W. 
Was induced to advance his money. He hai 
been bred up with the fear of God before his 
eyes, and thoſe hours Which: other young men 
generally ſacrifice to idleneſs, pleaſure, and diſſ.- 
pation, he frequently devoted to the ſervice of 
his Saviour,—From this mode of managing his. 
time, whilſt he imbibed the feeds of morality, he 
rivetted the principles of his religion. Now our 
hero, the reader knows, had been a methodiſt 
preacher, which Mr. W. did not know, and 
Os, it is not much to be wondered at, that 
whilſt the one was initiated into a true and ſin- 
cere devotion, the other was a proficient i in diſ- 
ſimulation and hypocriſy. It was alſo very ex- 
cuſable in Mr. W. not. to- diſcover it, when the 
firſt ſcholar, the firſt wit of the age, and who. 
knew the world much better than Mr. W. could 
be ſuppoſed. to have known it, never diſcerned 
it till it was, unluekily for him, too late. 
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It was upon this | religious ſtring our. hero 
played one part of his overture. He accompa : 
CO nied 
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nied Mr. W. to church as randy a8 he 1 
have done to a tabernacle, and he would have 
been equally at Mr. W— s ſervice, had his re- 
ligion been any, or all that were ever profeſſed ; 
from the days of Melchiſedec down to the pre- 


ſent profeſſor of divinity, the Rev. Mr. Rowland 


Hil, who like a phoenix has ſprung out of the 
aſhes of that grand arch Ow Mr. Aue | 
Whitheld. = 


This reminds us of what the aforeſaid ſcholar 
and wit faid of a certain departed prieſt, in the 
character of Dr. e as _—_—_— to Mr, 
Price: 


« He was none of your nice ſqueamiſh ſto- 
„ machs — ſwallowed the whole thirty- nine - 
«© and ſo he would—h ad ww been thirty-nine 
* times as many.” . 

With the caſh and the confidence, therefore, 
of Mr, W— Mr. Price fat up his brewery, 
and, as is uſual on ſuch occafions, obtained a 
conſiderable credit, for an inconſiderable ſum of 


ready money, with different tradeſmen | in that 
line of buſineſs. | 
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At is worthy obſervation, that, 4480 this | 
en Mr. Price cloſely applied himſelf to ti 
profeſſion, and hardly ever ſtirred out to enjoy 
that eaſe and innocent amuſement, which equal 


17 diligent, and equally honeſt men now an 


then indulge themſelves with, Mr. W.— ofa 


| preſſed Mr. Price to accompany him on a diy 
Wdieh tradeſmen, young and old, enjoy, as th 


only day, in ſome rational recreation.—lt wy 
with difficulty, however, this pleaſure could be 
obtained, and his company to the generality d 
mankind, certainly was a pleaſure.— He coul 


diſcourſe on any ſubject with a ſeeming, withou 


a real knowledge, and was a man of penetration 
and wiſdom to all but real philoſophers ; to whom 
he was very conſpicuous to have been maſter on 
ag a ge ee kind of underſtanding. 


e the honour of his company x. 
obtained, a retired walk was always our hero's 
choice, and the private road to Kilburn Well 


over the fields, was his favourite one. H. 
pretended to love contemplation, to admit 


the beauties of nature, and to adore the Au- 
hor of the Univerſe in ſolitary walks. —Nay, 
his contemplations, his admirations, his ado- 
"ations, were ſo profound, that if a Ry 

| pal 
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d by, it was as much as he poſſibly eau . 
throw one glance of his eye at him. — This is 
e certain characteriſtic of a great man.ä— lle 

a ſtranger alſo, during theſe reveries, to that 
npudent ſtare which puts modeſty to the bluſh, - | 
dis diſplayed, in polite aſſemblies, with all the 
folence of elegant effrontery, nor could any 
ing induce him to look a man full in the face. 
ſe alſo deſpiſed that inquiſitive ſkim, which is fo 
ery obſervable in two ſtrange females when they 
cet, who read each other from head to foot, 
nd who, having leered-up and down a conſider- 
le while, ſet their eyes backs and noſes at each 
ther with all the warlike SE of two. 
range cats in a garret, 


The reader can fearcely be at a loſs for a rea- 
on for this our hero's exceſs of modeſty.—Mon- - 
nouth-Street, St. James's-Street, the City, 

land, the Brewery at Weovil, with that of the 

range-Road, the Tabernacle in Totten-ham- 
ourt-Road, the character of Gentleman Uſher, 

Ind the part of the Old Parſon to the Lady of 
Fortune, &c, &c. &c. might have furniſhed an 
mortunity, for an inquiſitive paſſenger, to have . 
ognized a perſon to whom our hero was not 
ey defirous to have been known in the com- 

| 9 pany 


beany of Mir. W. This part of dil. 
5 naturally reminds us of the part he aden 
Character of the celebrated PATCH, when le 
Og 8 the left ſide wi mn 

ka A Lei atievery cork with the i 


of this in due time. gs Oy 


all theſe reveries, the paſſenger, if he chanced i 


look, was no ſooner gone by, than he Was mol 
exceedingly inquiſitive if Mr. W. was as 


Let the reader reflect here 2 ee him r re 


He will then ſee, how miſerable the man muſt bcc: 
who lives in daily dread of detection, and whe 
though his thoughts are dead to every princin in 
pl virtue, yet his conſcience is alive to all e 


9 grew ee and at laſt, which u: 
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and-yet his face by no means — 


Aut ee, with W. ed Ade i. in bie 


quainted with him; for, added our hero, 
thought he ſtared at you, as if he had Inn you 


LIES that 
The thief doth fear each buſh an offer 


horrors of grey . ktte 


To uk The brewery . all the 8 a 


ſomethin 


—— 
7 


x um 3 os 
being thortof three years, br, an, 
ed, Mr. W was a ſufferer for upwards: of = 
2000]. for which indeed he had a Fudg ent, but 
not © one Om __ a + e 
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0 muſt be l ay duting a ahis world, 
Mr. W. uſed frequently to receive anony- 
mous letters, adviſing him to be exceedingly 
cautious in taking ſecurities ef Mr. Price, 
or the money Mr. W., from time to 
time, advanced him. Theſe letters were in dif- 
rent hand writings, and whenever they were- 
delivered, which was ſometimes by a boy, ſome- 
times by a porter, and ſometimes by a chairman, 
Mr. W— found, they were ſent by different 

eople ; it was often by a young man, often by 
an old man, and often by a lady. Who this 
young man, this old man, and this lady were, 
nay be tolerable well gueſſed. M rs. Poultney 
certainly lived with Mr. Price at the time, but 
ve could not with the reader to ſuſpect her of 
joining in ſuch a treacherous: kind of conduct 
We call it treacherous, becauſe the very fame _ 
ktters, adviſing: Mr. W — to take good ſe- 1 
eurities for his money, repreſented Mr. Price 
i a OP honeſt OE may. and one wha : 


1 me 1 

evight be Gfely- truſted with money to any * 
mount. By theſe letters, therefore, the Judg. 

ment before · mentioned i is accounted for, and i 

proves further, that in every tranſaction of ou 
hero's life, all his meaſures were ſupported by 
ſchemes, and that ng me. was en 
of eee e 3 


But what reflected a 3 on bis charadle 

moſt, was, that in this failure he preſerved the 
opinion of his, creditors, as an honeſt, induftti 
ous, and ingenious. man. Induſtrious he afſu- 
| edly was—Ingenious he muſt be allowed, but 
in what his induſtry and ingenuity conſiſted, re 
Juired not half the difficulty to fathom, as it 

Would to diſcover in what way his n Was 
| ſo very conſpicuous. 


After this ſecond failure, Mr. Price lived like 

a private gentleman for ſome time, till about the 
latter end of the year 1762, when we find him 
again a brewer in Gray's Inn Lane, maſter of 
| thoſe premifes called the Boar's Head Brew- 
houſe. This he was enabled to be, by the a. 
ſiſtance of friends, credit, and ſome part of thit 


proper ty Which he awe would have been vel) 
155 ridiculow 


kt * 5 


ndiculous to have conſigned to the care of * of : 
creditors whom he left in Green Street, G roſ- : 
venor Square. ta 


During his nee of this brewery : _ 
circumſtance happened, though a little foreign 
to the main deſign of this hiſtory, yet the cu- 
nous reader may not think unacceptable. Mr. 
price ſucceeded one Stowe in that brewery, who 
failed. Mr. Stowe's brother, who then lived in: 
Soho-Square, and was either ſheriff of Not 
tingham, or, Northampton, we are not quite: 
certain which, was ſecurity for: the brewer.— 
A commiſſion of bankruptcy was iſſued, and he- 
vas ſent for to be examined by the commiſſi- 
oners. After the examination, finding himſelf 
lable to pay the debts of his brother, and by 
that payment he muſt become a beggar, he re- 
tired to his houſe in Soho Square, and not hav- 
ing reſolution enough to ſtand the ſhock of his 
brother's and his own misfortunes, manfully . 
blew out his own brains. We mention this by 
way of anecdote; at the ſame time, deſirous of 
clearing Mr. Price of all unjuſt ſuſpicions, and 
ta reſcue his character from the ingenuity of 
brother hiſtorians, we muſt do that gentleman | 

„ _- the- 
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the — to ſay, he was not at all conc 
| or privy to, this murder, 7 | FEST ob 7. 


But the: means 75 which he 8 5 into * 
Boar's Head Brewhouſe, being more immedi. 
ately related to our main deſign, viz. the life. 

and tranſactions of this great man, we muſt nut 
let ſlip a circumſtance,, which redounds very 
much to nen our 0 8 er to re« 
moteſt generations. 


By the ee of Mr. Stowe, there way 

a vacancy in the ſaid brewhouſe, and a Captain 
Wiſe, who lived at Milbank, Weſtminſter, and 
had been in the Jamaica and Weſt-India trade, 
by which he had accumulated a conſiderable for- 
tune, was the aſſignee to Mr. Stowe. Our 
hero having fixed his eye on this brewhouſe, and 
his head on the aforeſaid Captain Wiſe, whoſe. 
_ acquaintance he obtained, not by public adver- 
tiſement, as he had done that of Mr, Foote's, 
but by perſonal private application he was de- 
termined to get maſter of that, by means not 
very diſtant from thoſe. by which he obtained 
poſſeſſion of the brewery in the Grange Road. 


His 
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His manner of addreſs to Captain Wiſe being 
in that captivating ſtate which made moſt men, 
who did not thoroughly know him, his admi- 
rers, the latter was engaged to enquire into his 
character, and the gentleman to whom our hero 
referred was Mr. W—. Captain Wile, there-- 
fore, waited on Mr. W—, from whom he ob. - 
tained this character, that he was very capable 
in the buſineſs, very active, men and he. 
believed a very n man. 


On this We enden and what was ſaid 
of Mr. Price, which did not weigh half ſo much . 
| as what Price ſaid of himſelf, Captain. W. Was 
induced to let him the premiſes. 


He hd not been. 3 in this brewery before 
he had ſo ſafely wormed himſelf into the good 
opinion of Captain Wiſe, that our hero pro- 
poſed a plan of ſerving the Weſt-India Iſlandg> 
with beer, if Captain Wiſe would advance him 
the ſum af two thouſand ponds. on the ee : 


There is a 0 of extracting money even 
out of the hands of a miſer, and, if it laid in the 
power of any man, our hero was in full poſſeſ- - 
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Fon of the ſecret, —His ſcheme with Captin 
Wiſe was conſonant to that regular ſyſtem by 
which he regulated all his attacks. He con. 
formed himſelf to all things, all tempers, ſta. 


tions, and diſpoſitions, nor was there an exiſting 


1 5 character he did not comply with whenever * 


had once fixed his attention on. the property of 
that individual. —In fine, as he knew the weak 
fide of every man, he attacked him on that fide, 
and his engines were ſo well ſet, that the game 
could never eſcape.— The project of ſending 
beer to the Weſt-India Iſlands was in Captain 


x Wiſe's way, and therefore the more likely 


was Mr. Price to ſucceed in the propoſal. But 
ong ſtep he always took in the accompliſhment 
of every project: he never came boldly to the 
point till the buſineſs was three parts done to his 


| hands ; ; he knew the opinion of Capt. Wiſe on 


the ſubject, and therefore, like a hawk that watch- 
es every motion of its prey, he never made a dart 
at it till it was almoſt impoſſible for him to eſ- 
cape. It was in this way he picked up Captain 


Wiſe, and in this way he ſucceeded, —Mr. 
Price's arguments coincided with the opinion of 
Captain Wiſe, and Mr. Price had always an 


opinion to coincide * the Captain's argu- 
ment⸗ 


„ „ R8Þ© 


EF 127 1 = | 
1 wonder, therefore, that he on 7 
advanced the money upon the ſame kind of ſe- 


curity that Mr. W— had nn Lon Vize 
a Bond and Ri 8 | 


1 was at this panik of t time he propocd oh 5 
the aforeſaid Mr. W—, a project for purchaſing 
hops to the amount of 3000 J. To facilitate his 
plan, the propoſal came to Mr. W at a ſea- 
ſon when hops were reduced, but expected very 

ſoon to bear a very high price. 


There is a moment when the wiſeſt of all hu 
man beings may be outwitted; and there is a 
moment when men, who do not even poſſeſs 
common underſtanding, cannot be over- reached. 
Mr. W— was neither of theſe characters, 
but a plain honeſt young man, with a to- 
lerable ſhare of common ſenſe for his years. 
He had not had opportunities of forming a to- 
lerable knowledge of the world, by which phraſe 
we mean to be underſtood, poſſeſſing a compe- 
tent knowledge of every ſpecies of knavery, and 
therefore made ſome kind of ſcruples to advance 
the money. They were ſcruples, however, ariſing 
from conſiderations which he himſelf could not 
| perſely 
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; Ar explain at the time he made "VEE nor 


account from whence his hefitations aroſe, but 


he did ſcruple, and he did heſitate.— He thought 
Mr. Price a very clever and a very. honeſt man, 
and yet he did not like to part with his property, 
although there was a very conſiderable n 


profit . out of the 1 | 


WE, mh perhaps know FORE more o | 
mens motives for their own actions than they 


do themſelves, and can trace the ſpring and 


ſource of their reaſoning and determination ſtill 


more accurately, are not at a loſs to account for 


Mr, W— heſitating at Mr, Price's propoſals. 
It is well known, that a third perſon, who un- 
derſtands piquet, ſees and knows more. of the 
game than the parties who are playing, and 
where they lay out, and whe they play to the 
beſt advantage.—It is no difficult matter, there- 


fore, if the major be allowed, to grant the minor, 


and this in the old proverb * ce @ burnt chill 
dreads the fire.” ORE OO, 


— oat 
It was on "wy hid Mr. . add, 


though he was not ſenſible of it himſelf. It was 


an unaccountable nn that made him he- 


, 


* 


Þ 4 129 1 . 
ktate, though he did not abſolutely decking ad | 
vancing the money.—Had he not already ſuf- 


F 

It 

it WT fered, he would have readily. complied with the 
n, requeſt, which his former conduct ſufficiently 
ſmews; but the impulſe of the fear of a ſecond” 

at. miſcarriage determined him, although he did not 
doubt of Mr. Price 8 ene 


This latter word lads us 6 make another 
comment on the tranſaction.— It is not very 
clear, but that Mr. W— had ſometimes doubt- 
ed about the ſtrĩctneſs of that thread- bare virtue 
in our hero; and that there was a je ne ſcai quoi 


8. on his mind, taking it all in all, that he could 
n- not tranſlate into the cleareſt language; that is, 
he he could not fay Mr. Price was not an honeſt; 


man, although he eould not fay he was not a 
rogue; elſe how ſhall we account for the fol- 
lowing caution, which Mr. W— uſed on 
the occaſion, and which we defy the firſt lawyer 
in the kingdom to exceed, He offered to ad- 
vance the money by drawing on his brother, 
who lived in the Borough, and was well known 

among the hop- factors, and that his brother 

fiould indorſe it on the delivery of the hops, till 
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WEE indorfoment the note was but a piece of 
| waſte paper. 


Till this cautious propoſal our hero had 2 
all ſoftneſs, affability, and argument with Mr. 
W=— ;, but when he found that there was the 


not manage Mr. W— juft as he thought pro- 
per, he began to reſent the injury. — He was, 
moreover, moſt exceedingly angry that Mr. 
W. dared to think for himſelf; and when he 
diſcovered, or thought he diſcovered, the leaſt 
ſhadow of an imputation on his honour, be 
cocked: his right eye, and bit the left ſide of his 
nether lip, thereby ſuppreſſing a ſudden burſt of 
paſſion, and at once collecting in his mind all 
the malice which bloated a certain gentleman. 
when he found himſelf defeated i in the nn, ok 
Eden. / 4 | 8 


As, however, he could not obtain the money, 
which was what he moſt earneſtly preſſed for, he 
refuſed the draſt, which was proof, asplain as the 
fun in its meridian, chat he meant to take the 
fame little advantage of Mr. W— with the 


Wos. as be had one: with. the 20001, and that 
. 


5 
* 


1 37 1 
having cajoled him out of the latter, he Wee 
he had a right to riſe in his demands, by adding 
an additional thouſand to a ſum equivalent to his 
firſt manceuvre. 


he ſhould ſucceed with Mr. W— in his appli- 
cation, ſo he did not apply to him till he had ac- 


tually contracted for the hops, and this for te 


beſt of all poſſible reaſons.—It gave a ſanction 
to his requeſt, and confirmed Mr. W in the 
reality of his application; beſides, it prepared 
him with an unqueſtionable anſwer to every en- 

quiry that could be made, and enabled him to 


crow as a man of conſequence, even without 
that aſiſtance. | : 


In the whole courſe of our hero's hiſtory, this 
is, perhaps, the only inſtance in which he plun- 
dered his friend under the diſguiſe of perfect ho- 
neſty, without ſecuring his confidence the more 
he plundered him, ſuch were his art and ſub- 
tity, Mr. W— loft. two thouſand pounds by 
him; and it is with pleaſure we congratulate 
that gentleman, that he was not reduced by his 
* to the way brink of n was 

another 
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another Fo" FREY acts ant more. credulous 
than Mr. W—, and EEE ay reader n ir 
3 foam! informed. oh, 


But W the a to Mr.) W * 
for 2000]: and though Mr. Price failed in that 
yet we would not wiſh our readers to conceive, 
that any meaſure of Mr. Price's proved totaly: 
abortive. —If he ſowed as much golden grin 

_ # which he ſuppoſed muſt bring up 20001. worth, 
the land muſt have been very barren indeed tha 
did not produce 200]. worth. Having contractel 
For the hops, he went into the country, and inſiſtel 
upon the performance of the contract; but the 
«hop merchants, who were by this time convinced! 
of the reality of what our hero had only in ſpe- 
_ culation, viz. that there would be a conſiderable 
rife in the price of hops, began to open an àc- 
commodation with their arch- cuſtomer.— They 
propoſed giving him the ſum of two hundrel 
pounds to be off the bargain, as they knew they 
ſhould be great gainers if they could bring hin 
into their ſcheme; and our hero, who knew he 
ſhould be 200 l. in pocket if he acceded to it, em · 
braced the offer, and thus the hop merchants 


* into his ſcheme, which was the real "Oe 
of | 
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of his journey. — Th 
to the entire ſatisfactio 
is 200l. in a bank note, did Mr. Price attend 7 

W, blaming him for his want of irie, TY 
and n of his own . | 


0 

6 

, | There is no e 4 to * e hit ie: 
1 had got the above 3000 J. having already ob- 


tained 20001. of Captain Wiſe, he meant to 
have taken the little advantage which he ſoon+ - 
aſter did; but failing in his proſpect, he only 
delayed his intention till he found a perſon who 
ould ſupply Mr. W—s want of credulity, 


for no leſs a ſum than between fix and ſeven 
tiouſand pounds. | = 3 | 


The ——_ we alluded to juſt now was a 


: maltſter at Wandſworth, whole. name the gen- 

e tleman who informed us of theſe facts has for 

im ot —From him, Mr Price ſqueezed more than 
ie ſum above- mentioned, which was the total 


min of. him; for matters being now tolerably 
ipe, a third failure took place, and a com- 
miſſion of bankruptey was ifued, againſt our 
8 hero. 


Won of all es With: © 


to ſerve him in the ſame manner he did all wo ; 
had the honour of his acquaintance, by breaking 


TIT. 
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diva The malſtor, wks was dude 


to know Mr. Price, and to be Warm tech 


to the humble ſituation of a journeymqan grocer,” 


lived to have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing his careaſe 


thrown into the croſs road, near to Tothil. 


Fields Bridewell, with a ſtake drove through 


that body, which in juſtice ought to have been 


| conſigned to the jaws of leſs voracious animals 


than _— AF 


. * 
4 8 


This commiſſion of eee was, as 


, of all others that ever did, or ever will happen, 


the moſt ſingular in its nature, and the richeſt 


for humour that ever came before any ſet of 
commiſſioners whateyer,—lIt was in the mayor. 


alty of Mr. Alderman Nelſon, who was choſen 
aſſignee, and in the year ae. 


To this examination Mr. Foote: was fan 
moned, in order to prove a bond for 2001, 
which he had given to the bankrupt during 
their connection. The object of the creditors 
was to make Mr. Foote a partner, the obje& 
of Mr. Foote was to ſteer clear of a partner- 
ſhip ; for if a partnerſhip had been once proved, 
this gentleman would have been liable to ow 


Tas 7] 


| as contracted during the brewery between 
him and Mr. TRA" 


Our hers decturigd Mr. Foote was a partner. 
Mr. Foote denied it, and explained the bond to 
de given as. a fettlement of accounts between 
them when Mr. Price began his brewery. 
That he had lent him a certain ſum of mo- 
ney to commence with, and that he was intitled 
to no more than five per cent. for his money, 
and a certain profit ariſing out of the brewery, in 
conſideration of recommending him cuſtomers ; 
and that in fact he was near a 10001. out of 
pocket, which the vary had . him of. 


There is no doubt but Mr. p oote had his 1 
able lawyers to adviſe him in ſo critical and pe- 
rilous a ſituation; for if the partnerſhip had been 
proved, he would have been plunged into the 
moſt pitiable ſituation, that ever unſuſpecting wn : 
eccentric n Was e in. e 


On the other hand, Price as firmly aſſerted, 
tht Mr, Foote was a partner; and if he could 
ave proved it, would have redeemed himſelf 
tom the greateſt dicultien, at che expence of 

1 M. 2. _ | 


A ˙ 2 dey a5 — 


1 * ] 
Mr. F ets whoſe friends, perhaps, wokld have 


releaſed him from the attendant diſtreſs, if his own 


genius would not have reſcued him out of it. 


It was, therefore, a very hard run match be- 


' tween the two. Price, at this commiſſion, af- 


ſumed the orator : © Gentlemen, ſaid he, 


every word that this commedian man has told 


& you is an untruth. The bond was given for 
« money due to me, advanced on the ſlender ſe- 
« curity of three farces, which this player writer 


« was to compoſe; all of which, gentlemen, 
% when compoſed, were—DAMNED. Gentlemen, 
„e this bond,” holding it up between his two fin- 


gers and two thumbs, and loſt in the profound 


\  profundity of his cogitative cogitations, © this 


e bond, I fay, gentlemen,” here he tore the bond 
right down the middle, by God I advanced 


& every farthing of the money for, and when we 
„ broke, in order to avoid the viſits of bumb- 
“ bailifts, we ran away to Paris together. 


Ass nothing could ſhock Mr. Foote more than 
a lie, and this we ſay of our own perſonal know- 


1 edge, ſo nothing affected him more than an im- 
pudent barefaced one to ſupport a diſhoneſt act. 


T bough 


* JF. 


Though he was highly en at the "Gring in. 5 


ſult, yet his reply, RN 1 


0 By God, Sir, if you was partner with. 
« me in brewing, you ſhall not be partner: 
« with me in wit—Gentlemen, this horrid and. 

< (eteſtable liar, having got that ſum of money 
from me on the bond, and a great deal more, 
« would have ſplit me as he did the bond. — He 
& offered to ſell it to Belcher. and Ironſides, the 


„ bankers, who applied to me about it, and. 
Who being ſatisfied it was mine, that fellow 
« fold it to them, and I never ſaw. a ſixpence 


« for it. og 


The truth of this fully appearing to the com- 
miſſioners, they could not well decide on the 
bond. Our hero complained of their partiality 


to Mr. Foote, and told them, they were afraid 


of deciding againſt him, for fear of his mi 
mickry.— “ And as for you, Sir,” faid he, ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to: the Lord Man, « if you 


« don't humour that comedian man,. you'll be 


_ & dragged from the manſion to. the Hay-mar- 
« ket, ET Oey you are Lord I of 
< London.” 15 
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In t the commiſſioners ſat from five in 
the afternoon till ten at night, when they broke 


*up without doing any thing.—As they could 
not prove Mr. Foote's debts in the trade, they 


could-not prove the partnerſhip, and at the next 


examination, our great man was made a bank - 


rupt, ſolus cum ſola. Every thing was ſeized on 


and fold to the beſt adyantage, and our hero, 


to avoid the general outeries and clamours of all 
who had known, or even heard of him, pru- 
dently decamped to the continent, which was 
in the year aforeſaid, and when he was in the 


_ thirty-third year of his age. 


From that period, Mr. Price continued his 
travels abroad, till about the year 1768, ſo that 
there is a cavity in the life of this great man, 


from the time of his bankruptcy, to the pe- 


Tiod of his return ; which was two years, and in 
which, hiſtory can do no r honour to * 


memory. 


Not that we would wiſh our readers to ſup- 
poſe, that during this period he was a drone in 


nature's hive—He knew too well how to pro- 


fit by his labours, and to extract the ſweets from 
exotics as well as natives, to let his talents lay 
* 


| bs - 139 ] 

ee or his abilities anculivated;. Net- 
ther the great Linnæus, nor our learned Letſomy 
were more ſkilled in the vegetable, than our ce- 
lebrated Charles Price was in the animal fyſ- 
tem. Had his genius been confined to places 
as well as perſons, we ſhould have known no- 
thing. of him in Holland; nor could we have 
| boaſted his proſecution of his ſtudies in the Em- 
peror's palace on the content; VIZ, the priſon: | 
at Oftend. 


- How Mr. Price: contrived to preſerve the great 
re reputation he had acquired, and to tranſplant his 
fame to Germany, the. following little anecdote, 
will ſerve t to Wuftrate,. 


n his na he had wks himſelf 
into the good opinion of two gentlemen, who 
joined our hero in ſentiments as laudable as they 

are public ſpirited, One misfortune, indeed, 
often attends ſuch ſentiments, and that is, being 
expoſed a common carcaſe on a gibbet; but 
then ſuch heroes, whaſe blood glows with the 
amor patriæ, think ſuch an exaltation the high- 
eſt reward of their 1 merits, and ſuffer pro 
_ bona. 


[ 40 1 


Jens: Nas with all the patriotic Vanity of a 
. a an or a Ruſſel. BE. 


Not to keep our readers much in ſuſpence 
about what were the ſentiments of this noble 
triumvirate, he muſt underſtand, that they con- 
_ &idered all impoſts raiſed on the ſubject, for the 
ſupport of the dignity of the crown, and the 
honour and glory of the nation, as ſo many ſanc- 
tified robberies, engendered by tyranny, and le- 

vied with long ſwords, —In plain Engliſh, they 
were perſons, who, not having the leaſt regard 


to the welfare of the ſtate which protected 


them, or any care or concern for the intereſt. 
or happineſs of their fellow fubjects, but bi- 
afſed only by perſonal motives, had concerted a 


ſcheme, under the auſpices of our great man, 


to enroll themſelves in that lift of heroes, to 
which we give the Mt 1 of SMUG= 
LERS, 


The branch of that truly noble and fpirited: 
principle, in which this triumvirate had deter- 
mined to exerciſe their abilities, was, making 
Holland's gin, and the place where this labora - 
tory was to be fixed was London, For this 
nn 
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5 ourpols; Mr. Price had perſuaded his two friends 
to accompany him to England, and embark in a 
buſineſs which muſt ſoon richly reward them 
for the benefits they beſtowed on the revenue, 


and the ſervices they conferred on the com- 


mm, by vending a Feen n free of 


Whether our hero was ſo much of a Lawyer as 
to know, that enticing artificers or manufacturers 
out of his own country, to emigrate into foreign 
parts, and communicate the art and myſtery of 
their profeſſions to the ſubjects of other potentates, 
was an offence within two different ſpecific acts 


of Parliament; the one, the 5th of George J. 
chap. 27, ſet. 1, which inflicts a fine of 50l. 
and three months impriſonment ; and the other, 
the 23d. of George II. chap. 13, which dou- 
bles the puniſhment and increaſes the penalty 
to 500l. with impriſonment till paid, we know 
not. Or, if he had ſo much knowledge of the 
Laws of his own country, it may be ſuſpected 
that he was of opinion ſuch prohibitory laws for 
facrificing the intereſts of the public, might not 
extend to parts beyond the ſeas 3 unleſs, indeed, 
Wwe are to * that, though he was conver- 
„ 


A 
ant in the laws of nations, yet that he was, ne- 
vertheleſs, determined to ſet all laws, and all na- 
tions, whatever, at defiance, of which, perhaps, 
ſome readers mays by this time, . to con- 
ceive. 


5 Whatever might have been Mr. Price's 
knowledge on the ſubject, the fact is, he did 
entice the ſaid two perſons to accompany him 
to England. True it is, alſo, that by virtue of 
ſome ſuſpicion, which in certain ſtates is enough 
at all times to break a man alive upon a wheel, 
this triumvirate had a period put to their pro- 
greſs, by being cooped up in a prifon at Oftend, 
till they could give that fair and juſt account of 
their intentions, which might induce the Empe- 


ror's repreſentative to reſtore them to their 
liberty. 


We are given to underſtand, that not more 
than ſix months had elapſed, when they were 


officially acquainted with the nature of their 


offence; and that three more ſlid away before 
the great officers of juſtice would condeſcend to 
hear any anſwer to the charge for which our 
hero was confined. We are alſo informed, 
5 | . that 
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that when they were ſuffered to defend them» 
ſelves, Mr. Price was the attorney at law, who 
furniſhed an anſwer to the charge; and that 
to a long firing of interrogatories, fent to 
the priſon for them to ſubſcribe their anfwers 
thereto, the defence of the ſaid attorney was, 
„ That fo far from meaning or intending to 
c ſacrifice the interefts of the ſtate in which he 
te reſided, by taking manufacturers abroad, his 
ce ſole view and object was to benefit that Rate, 
4 by encouraging them to go to England, for * 
« certain time, and there to improve themſelves 
“ in their profeſſion, and then tos return; by 
« which they would be ſo improved, that inſtead 
ce of their travels being injurious, it would be 
« highly ſerviceable to the Emperor” O ate and 
4 his * 87 


Ya the early part of the hiſtory of this great 
man, we have ſomewhere wondered, how his 
father could ſo far miſtake his ſon's forte, as put 
him an apprentice to a tradeſman, when, from 
the beſt intellectual evidence, he was qualified 
for a good barriſter, or at leaſt a ſpecial attor- 
ney at law. The anſwer he put into the ſaid 
charge, leads us to lament, that his father paid 
no attention to thoſe early indications of legal 

| abilities, 
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abilithes, and ſpecial pleadings, which fo evi- 
dently diſplayed themſelves in the above defence. 
We are the more induced to regret ſuch inatten- 
tion, becauſe, from the above ſpecimen, it is 

clear, that numbers of unhappy wretches, whoſe 
lives, to the great detriment of ſociety, have 
been loſt at Tyburn for want of good defences 


at the Old Bailey, might have been alive now to 
have read the cataſtrophe of a man, whoſe abi- 
lities ſoared infinitely higher than ever the cele- 


brated eagles of Mr. Uncles could reach, and 


to which kind of defences they would have been 


indebted for that exiſtence, which the laws ef 
* 1 have ſo cruelly depeired them of, 


It is ail known i in * . courts, that 
the great art of defending i is admitting a charge, 
but denying the intention. —In this art Mr. Price 


' ſeemed to have been an adept, and though the 


mode of proceedings differ in different countries, 
yet the conſtruction of all actions in legiſlative 
ſtates muſt determine the innocence or guilt of 
the party accuſed. From this conſtruction ariſes 


the intention, by which every offence muſt be 


weighed. It is this principle, which in this 
country, wiſely adjudges that man to be guilty of 


ah R's murder 
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murder, who fires at one perſon and kills ano- 


ther, for his intention was to kill; and though 
he did not kill the party he intended, yet his in- 


tention being to kill, ſuch killing is deemed 
murder. — This principle alſo is refined, and ap- 
plies to a man who kills another by throwing 


ſuch a weight, or body, into a promiſcuous croud, 
or on a paſſenger, as may occaſion death; with- 
out intending to kill any body, or even without 
ſeeing that paſſenger, or that eroud into which 
he ſo wantonly threw.—Nor would it be any 
defence for the murderer to ſay, © Good God! 


I knew not, I ſaw not that man, nor had I any 


animoſity againft him 3” but having thrown 
ſuch a weight in ſuch a place, where crouds 
or paſſengers are ſuppoſed to paſs, ſuch killing 
is in the eye of the law murder, as the law 
will fuppoſe an intention. 


We beg pardon for the digreſſion, which we 
hope will not be diſpleaſing to young ſtudents of 


the crown law, or unſerviceable to thoſe gentle- 


- men who, Ometitnes, delight in ſuch acts of Wan- 


| ton neſs. 


- 


To return/—=Mr, Price having made the bet | 


defence he could, viz. his good intention, and 
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the 8 = weighed it with mature 
deliberation for full three months, not being 
willing to give haſty judgment on ſuch a nice 
point, ſent our hero his pardon, on condition of 
tranſportation out of the Emperor's dominions 
during the term of his natural lifſfſfſe. 


It may, perhaps, be conſidered as a little ex- 
traordinary to ſome readers, that Mr. Price 
ſhould remain a year in priſon, and not be 
brought to a trial. But. thoſe readers are to 
conſider, that the laws of no ſtate whatever af- 

ford the party accuſed ſuch infinite advantages 
as the laws of England. —In this country, a li- 
berty is allowed to priſoners, and privileges per- 
mitted, which no ſubject in the whole world en- 
joys beſides.— The charge before the magiſtrate | 
is viva voce. The indictment before the grand 
jury ex parte, who may diſmiſs the charge, if 
they do not ſee ſufficient grounds to put the pri- 
ſoner on his defence; and the benefit of it our 
hero has already experienced. His trial by his 
peers, the moſt ineſtimable bleſſing that the 
Great Diſpoſer of Human Events has diſtributed 
throughout the globe in his legiſlative diſpenſa- 
n of * . and inte- 
| grity, 
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rity, to direct the proceedings, and even protect 
the priſoner from ignorance and malice. The 
| King and his council to weigh and decide upon 
the enormity of offences, the magnitude of 
guilt, and the proper objects of puniſhment.— 
And laſtly, the executive power veſted in Ma 
jeſty, who is on oath to execute juſtice in mer- 


cy, with the power of puniſhing or pardoning 


whom he pleaſes, form a combination. of ſyſtems 
to protect the life, liberty, and property of the 
ſubject, which is the envy of the univerſe, and. 
the pride and GI of Tn 


| iſ o refume, 
pardon, took leave of Oſtend, and with as much 
pleaſure as ever criminal quitted the bar of the 
Old Bailey, when the jury have humanely be- 
lieved he had found the property which the pro- 
ſecutor maliciouſly ee him to have ſtolen. 


But though it is the uſual _ in uh 
country, for foreign emiſſaries, and their agents, 
to advance a conſiderable ſum to the artificers 
they mean to inveigle abroad; yet Mr. Price 
thought that this general rule here was by no 
means to be conſidered as a precedent elſewhere. 

| —— — N 2 . Instead 


Mr. Price Hering, obtained his 
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IInſtead, therefore, of giving them money in 
advance, he made them advance him little leſs 
than 3001. in conſideration of the great benefits 
they were to reap from a diſtillery, which was to 
pay no part of that exciſe duty, and which ſo un- 
juftl ran away with no inconſiderable part of the 
profits, pethaps no leſs than ſeventy-five per 
cent. 


Although Mr. Price was tranſported, yet the 
two gentlemen who had joined him in the pro- 
poſal, were confined to their own country by the 
order of that power which had confined them 
priſoners for a twelve- month. This order they 
would chearfully have obeyed, as well as the moſt 
obedient ſlave in the univerſe, who cries, une 
Dieu, une Roi, could they have coaxed out of 
the pocket of Mr. Price near three hundred 
pounds as eaſily as he had cajoled 2 ſum 
into it. 


Not AR able, however, to effect this, they 
laid a complaint to the civil power, before whom 
Mr. Price was taken, not fummoned to appear. 
Il! —He had then, the honour to be examined, face 
1 to face, by ſo great a man.— The who, the what, 
. the why, and the where 9 were gone through 
18 8 
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with the moſt profound gravity, .and Mr. Price 
gave thoſe anſwers which beſt ſuited his caſe; but 
with regard to the three hundred pounds, he de- 
clared it to be falſe, and that he- never had had 
any more than fifty pounds of them, which, 
laying down on the table, he faid, was very hard 
he ſhould be obliged to refund, as he had ſuffer- 
ed great hardſhips for their fakes, and meant to 
contribute every thing in his power to the com- 
mercial intereſts of the Emperor. 


* 


On the gabe of the caſh, the muſcles of this 
rigid officer of juſtice began to relax a little, and 
ſweeping it into his drawer, he ſaid, he ſhould. 
take care of it himſelf, which we by no means 
doubt but he did. —He, however, diſmiſſed our. 
| hero with a frown, and accompanied that frown 
with an expreſſion that ſeemed to denote an ab- 
horrence of taking ſuch pecuniary advantages's Pas 
for, on their parting, he exclaimed, ; 


E workts, e ; Charles Price, je crois 
que vous etes un. e CoQUIN ! 


which, for the ſake of ſome RE TY a at 
which we hope others will not be offended, we 
beg leave to tranſlate : 


2 0u) 'S; 1 Indeeay 


1501 
Indeed, Mr. Charles Price, I believe you are 
4 ven capital KN AVR. 


| This difmiffion reminds us of a converſation 
. that once happened between a gentleman, whom 
we have already introduced into this hiſtory, and 
the officer or commiſſaire, whoſe buſineſs is to ex- 
amine all viſitors who take a trip to France by 
way of Calais.—We mean Mr. Foote, —He was 
once aſked his name, and not reliſhing this French 
attack on his native Engliſh freedom, replied, Fean | 
Foote, which being miſtaken for gent-faut, put the 
_ officer into a | plaguy paſſion, who conſidered the 
anſwer as an inſult to his dignity. He therefore 
again enquired, and with an hauteur officiale Fran- 
cois, Je demande votre nom, Monſieur.— Jean 
Foote, ſaid our Ariſtophanes, with the moſt 
profound obeiſance.— An Engliſh gentleman, 
who was preſent, ſeeing the great officer of juſ- 
tice likely to be in a rage, and apprehenſive of 
the conſequences to our wit, told the officer— 

Monſ. cette gentilbomme eft Monſ. Foote, le Comme- 
dienne Anglois.— Ah, ah, ſaid the judicial exa- 
miner, embracing him a /a Francois —Marſ. 
Foote, je ſuis bien aiſe a vous voir, mais, parblieu, 


cet une foutt nad then the two wits drank 
each 


e 
each other's health in good bumpers of Burguns- . 
dy, which we vouch was by no means unpalat- 
able to the Engliſh bard, from whom we were. 
favoured on the foregoing anecdote. 


Whether the Oftend officer reflored the fifty 
pounds to the artificers, hiſtory has not. ſuffici - 
ently informed us,—lIt only gives us to under- 
ſtand, that our hero, who knew the weak ſide. 
of juſtice in all parts of the world, as well in the 
county of Middleſex as in the city and liberty of 
Weſtminſter, hoiſted his fail ſoon afterward, and. 
arrived once more in his native country, which. 
had been already under ſo many obligations to 
his ingenuity, that ſhe would readily have ſpared 

the honour of the an, IM 


How he paſſed his time for ſome months here 
hiſtory likewiſe is a little in the dark; but in or 
about, as the lawyers phraſe it, the year 1769, 
ſhe again catches a glimpſe of him eſtabliſhed-in 
another brewery, or rather pretended brewery, 
in Paradiſe-Row, near Lambeth, in concert with 
his ever dear and precious mate, Mrs, Poultney. 
We are ſomething at a loſs too on the lady's ac- 
count, for whether ſhe accompanied her para- 
= : | „ 4," MOVE: 
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mour to the continent, during which ſtay he vi- 
fited moſt of the courts in Europe, or whether 
he left her behind, hiſtory is a little in the dark; 
but it makes us ſome little amends by now diſ- 
covering to us, that her maiden name was CA- 
THERINE HICKERINGILL ; that ſhe was the 
daughter of a Mr. Hickeringill, whoſe other 
daughter was then married to a Mr. Wood, 
who was an eminent brewer in the Borough of 
Southwark, a very reſpectable man, and a wor- 
thy magiſtrate of the county of Surry, of whom 
we ſhall have a little occaſion to ſpeak here- 
after. | 


The manner alſo in which Mr. Price got into 
tis fourth brewery we are alſo enabled to lay be- 
fore our readers, and is as follows: 

With ſome property of his own, and more 
that he obtained upon credit from credulous per- 
fons, for there were {till more to be found, - 
he got poſſeſſion of ſome premiſes in Para- 
diſe- RO, I Lambeth, as aforeſaid. Theſe pre- 
miſes, which had never before been uſed in the 
| brewery line, he converted into that buſineſs ; 
and under pretence of brewing 9, he ſet up a pri- 
vate &/illery, 1 : 3 
15 The 
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The ingenious Scrub ſays, there is a ſecret in 
all families, and we may venture to add, there is 
a ſecret in all trades. When premiſes are con- 
verted into a brewery, which had not previouſly 
been fitted up as ſuch, it is almoſt a certain in- 
dication of an attempt to defraud the revenue. 
For a brewery is a cloak to a private ſtill, which 
cannot be carried on to any conſiderable extent, 
without ſome plauſible pretext, and the beſt of 
all poſſible pretences is, a brewery.—Beſides, 
thoſe honeſt gentlemen, called Exciſemen and 
Cuſtom-houſe officers, who have as good noſes 
as any pack of hounds, this or any other country 
can produce, can eaſily „if a private ſtill.— 
They have generally alſo, which is ſaying a very 
great ching, ſo much learning as to know, that 
there is no ſmoke without fire; and have alſo ſaga- 
city enough to conceive, that wherever there is 
a fire, there is certainly a ſmoke.—Of this pecu- 
liar ſagacity, and of this high learning, thoſe 
who are enemies to all the world-but themſelves, 
i. e. robbers of the public revenue, are very 
well aware; and they are aware likewiſe, that 
the ſaid honeſt gentlemen are ſo ſtimulated by 
an exceflive ardour for the good of their country, 
that they will often riſk their lives if not ſpote 

with 


E 

wuith in a very proper and genteel manner.—They, 
therefore, with equal ſagacity, carry on à pri- 
vate diſtillery, under a pretence of a public 
brewery, ſo that there is no danger to be 

_ apprehended ariſing from the ſmoke ; which 
they take pretty good care to be ſo very thick, 
as not only to blind, but to ſtop up the. noſtrils 
of the above worthy fraternity, and thereby for 
a time, deprive them both of ſight and ſmell. 


From the premiſes, therefore, it may be fairly 
concluded, that as long as thoſe ſaid honeſt gen- 
tlemen can be deprived, in any manner what- 
ever, of thoſe two ſenſes, ſo long the coaLt- 
o will laſt ; and that their ſight and ſmell 
are never reſtored, ſo long as they are Hale to in 
that proper and genteel manner. 

Of this Aerts Mr. Price was a moſt com- 
petent judge, and he made the moſt of it. He 
continued in that line of bufineſs, without let, 
| hindrance, ſuit, moleſtation, diſturbance, an- 
noyance, or any other legal phraſe, that may be 
adopted, to ſpin out the deed, 1 till 
about the "oo Ro 
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Sorry we are, that we are not enabled to 
treat our readers with an account of any little 
advantage he might have taken of particular 
perſons, during his practice in that art and 222 


tery; they muſt content themſelves, therefore, 


in the general account, and be ſatis fied with the | 
hiſtory juſt as it is. Tis true, ſeveral people 
were ſufferers, beſides government, whom our 
hero thought, that inſtead of its being a crime, 
it was a merit to rob, as many other hrs 


have done, who at the ſame time ſcorned to 
rob Jack Ketch of his duties. 


Upwards of two years kk elapſed, and 
the before-mentioned officers beginning to re- 


cover the uſe of all their ſenſes, a BAN DIT TI of 


RuFF1Ans, as our hero expreſſed it, committed 
a burglary in his dwelling-houſe, having no 
other authority whatever, than a warrant from 
the commiſſioners of his Majeſty's exciſe, which 

| obliged him again to decamp, and never to be 
heard of for the ſpace of near three years. 


But we would not wiſh our readers to enter- 
tain fo injurious an opinion of Mr. Price's ac- 


vie] in his vocation, as to en that during 
the 
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the afore-ſaid brewery and diſtillery period, he - 
was totally idle to all other opportunities of 


gratifying his penchant for the property of 
Others. 


We have, a few pages back, acquainted the 
reader with the parentage of Mrs. *Poultney, 
alias Mrs. Hickeringill.—Not that we meant 
any reflection on that lady's character; or, that 
we mean to throw out the leaſt inſinuation 
againſt it, or aſperſion on it.— On the contrary, 
we mean to convey to the reader the idea, that 
ſhe was the only identical perſon, who ever had 
it in their power to prevail on Mr. Price, to do 
for once in his life, one hongſt act. 


We have before ſaid, that Mrs. Hickeringill 
was the daughter of a gentleman of that name, 
whoſe elder daughter was married to a Mr, 


Wood, a brewer in the Borough ; and, there- 


fore, Mrs. Wood and Mrs. Hickeringill, muſt - | 
have been ſiſters, —By this marriage, which 


was conſummated ſomewhere about the year 


17535 there was a child, which grew up 
among the ſons and daughters of men, and 


was called ELIZABETH, She was lovely to 


the 


- LW EF 
the eye, and as ſweet as the roſe of Sharon or 
the lilly of the Valley, but not quite ſo tall as 
the cedar of Lebanon. This young damſel, of 
whom, from the earlieſt days to the! preſent 
period, malignity has never yet thrown a dart, 
had, by the laws of relationſhip, the honour to 
be the niece of this Mrs. Hickeringill, and was 


at a boarding ſchool at Camberwell in Surry, 
when our hero carried on his brewery, or rather 


his diſtillery, in the pariſh of St. Mary, Lambeth. 

At this period of time, Mr. Price was not 
far from forty years of age, and the young lady 
little better than fourteen, when ſhe was firſt 
introduced to our hero. — His eyes inſtantly 
caught the flame of love, and his heart was 
fired with an ardour, that nothing could extin- 
guiſh but the poſſeſſion of this lady, who was 
graced with many natural, and every acquired 
accompliſhment. To be ſure, there was the- 
| paltry conſideration of Zool. which no perſon 
could deprive her of when ſhe came of age, 


together with all intereſt due on the ſame, and 


large expectancies from Mr. Wood, in caſe the 
match met his approbation; but it is to be 
hoped, that our great man was not moved by 


any ſuch pecuniary motives, nor can we ſee 
O — how 


4k * 
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how it is poſſible, in a warm, tender, and pure 
love, ſuch as he pretended he was then ſmitten 
with. Be it how it will, and let the reader think 
what he pleaſes, Mr. Price could ſay what the 
renowned Othello ſaid on the ſame occaſion. 

That ] have ta'en away this old man's daughter, 
It is moſt true—True, J have married her. 
The very head and front of my Heading, 
Hath this exten. Vo more. 


Now, we e humbly beg, no ill- natured critic 
will ſay, that we draw a line of compariſon be- 
tween Othello and Deſdemona, and Mr. Price 
and Miſs Wood, becauſe the firſt was a black. 
Me do not mean any ſuch inſinuation, for their 

minds were as different as their faces. —He 
might as well ſay we compared him with Prince 
Oroonoko, in page 35 of this hiſtory, as that 
we did the face of a chimney ſweeper to the 
complexion of the Prince. | 


We beg, not to be underſtood as' meaning 
any ſuch thing ; but there is a perſon in the ſame 
page mentioned, whoſe name 'we ſhall not re- 


pens and for which, the curious reader, if he 
N | ene, 


cd Now 0 


B 
pleaſes, is at liberty to ſearch, that perhaps bears 
a nearer degree of compariſon to Mr. Price, 


than either of theſe two black gentlemen, who 
had never any exiſtence, but in the fire of the 


poet's fancy: whereas, the perſon we allude to, 
and to whom he may more properly be com- 
pared, had real exiſtence, and was actually hung 
up at Tyburn. 


* 


The two ladies, indeed, no perſon can ob- 


ject to, as bearing ſome * of compariſon. | 
1 — They were 


Maidens never bold, but of ſp: rits : 
- So full and quiet, that their motions bled 
A. themſelves. | 


and they were both Holen away. The one, was 
murdered, and the fortune and peace of mind 
of the other ſacrificed ; notwithſtanding Ow 
cy both te 


Be as your bee may teach yor—rhatever 
Dou are, I am ſtill obedient. 


What became of the aunt, after this marri- 


age, which highly incenſed Mr. Wood againſt 
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his daughter, we cannot poſlibly fay; ter 
ſhe continued ji in the houſe, as aunt and compa- 
nion to Mr. Price; or, whether ſhe gave place 
to her niece, and retired on a penſion, and ſo 
became an occaſional viſitor, we cannot deter- 
mine. Vet it is true, that not long after this 
marriage, like moſt other great men, he again 
took a trip to the continent, on account of the 
| before-mentioned burglary, but left his young 
bride behind him; who, we are informed, took 
up her reſidence, during that period, with her 
aunt, Mrs, Hickeringill, in London. 


1 1 
* , 


1 5 We are certain alſo, that during his travels, 
V .. on this occaſion, he was at moſt of the courts 
in Europe, and particularly at Denmark.—He 
mas at Copenhagen, during the time of the 
unhappy fate of the late Queen Matilda, ſiſter 
to our preſent ſovereign, which was in the year 
1772; and from his failure at Lambeth, which 
was in the year 1771, when a warrant from the 
Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Exciſe, dated 
Oct. 11th, 1771, as will be hereafter ſeen, we 
hear no more of him till the middle of the year 
1773, when he returned to England, and _—_ | 
the name of WILLIAM PARKS, 
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The reaſon of his wearing this name, or ra- 


ther relinquiſhing his right one, is pretty appa- 
rent. He was not only apprehenſive of being 
apprehended in conſequence of the conviction 
before the Commiſſioners aforeſaid ; but there 


were other little debts, which, he had ſome rea- | 
ſon to fear, might be ſtirred up againſt him, and 


to avoid tHeſe, he not only diſguiſed his name, 
but his jr 


It was in theſe two diſguiſes we again get 
hold of Mr. Price in a lodging, in Crown Street, 
King Street, Weſtminſter, and of one little ad- 


vantage more, he took of Mr. W—, the gen- 


tleman of whom he had already MN 20001. 
which proves him to have been of a too buſy, 
and of too | buſtling a diſpoſition, to ſet himſelf 


down contented with one advantage of one 


perſon. 


* 


Mr. W—, complaining greatly of his diſtreſſed 
ſituation; that he did not dare come home 
for fear of being arreſted, that his wife and fa- 


mily were in great diſtreſs, and concluded with 
imploring Mr. W— to go to them and afford 


them ſome relief. 
„ 


In this ſituation, therefore, he ſent letters to 
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Mr. 3 touched with the ton of 


ſuch repreſented diſtreſs, paid a viſit to them in 


Crown Street, where he was introduced to a 


lady that pretended to be Mrs. Price; but 


whom we have many reaſons to believe was 
not t the + perſon ſhe aſſumed herſelf to be. 


Nor would we wih the reader to 1 
even for a moment, that it is poſſible it might 


have been Mrs. Hickeringill, Mrs. Price's aunt. 


For, if Mr. Price ſpoke truth, which we are 


really apprehenſive he did not always ſtrictly ad- 


here to, Mrs. Hickeringill muſt have been dead 


about a year, at leaſt he had fo perſuaded Mrs. 
Price ; who, at the time of her huſband's appre- 


henſion, was never more aſtoniſhed in her life, 
than to find her aunt alive, when, ſoon after the 


"time of his finiſhing buſineſs in Lambeth, he 


had ſo far impoſed upon her, as to make her be- 


lieve that ſhe was actually dead. 


But the delight of Mr. Price's ſoul, was to 
deal in fiction, and, perhaps, in this caſe, there 


might | have been good reaſons, for ſuch an-im- 


poſition. He might very likely, have found it ne- 
ceſlarp, to trump up ſuch a ſtory, and domeſtic 
reaſons, 
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1 moſt probably, induced him to chat, 
which was ſo conformable to his natural propen- 
ſity, viz. art and diſſimulation. 


But, be it as it may, Mr. W— was intro- 
duced to a lady whom he conceived to have been 
Mrs. Price. She lay in bed, and in a ſtate, 
ſeemingly to be much pitied—poverty was every 
where apparent in the room, and the lady looked 
more a ghoſt than a living perſon. —Nor did 
her voice at all diſagree with her looks. It was 
low, faint, and dejected She related her diſ- 
treſſes to Mr. W—, in a manner that convinced 
him of the reality of the ſcene around him; 
who touched with concern at her misfortunes, 
humanely gave her two guineas for preſent ſup- 

port, and promiſed to call again in a few days. 


It was not long after, however, before Mr. 


W was convinced, that the whole pretended 


diſtreſs was a trick to chezt. him out of more 


money; that the lady, who pretended to 
have been ſo exceedingly ill, was painted for 


that purpoſe, by the identical hands of Mr. 
Charles Price, and that ns had rehearſed the 
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1 164 J 
dying ſcene in order to be compleat in the part 
before Mr. W— arrived, | 


This intel gence, however, did not come to 
him, till it was too late to prevent a larger ſum 
from ſlipping out of his pocket for benevolent 
purpoſes, which the reader will ſoon ſee.— The 
landlord of the houſe in Crown Street, had over- 
heard the dialogue between the manager and the 
adreſs, and knew the former was behind the 
curtain whilſt the latter performed the ſick- ſcene; ; 
of which he informed * * 


But let not the reader conceive, chat Mr. 
W. was the only dupe, in this way, to the de- 
ceptions of this great man. — He practiced it 
with ſucceſs for ſeveral weeks, on ſeveral friends 
and acquaintances; and raiſed contributions from 
them ſufficient to enable him to ſupport himſelf 
in ſplendor in the priſon of his majeſty's Palace- 
Court, in the Borough of Southwark, called the 
Marſhalſea, to which place one of thoſe friends 
had ſo 880 conſigned him. 


. are given to i that this reſi- 
dence in fo eminent a place was taken up ſome 
time about the latter end of the year 1773, and 

FS 1 that 
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chat he had the good fortune to quit the air of 


his majeſty's Palace-Court, the beginning of the 


year 1784, and took lodgings much more agree= 


able, wholeſome, and convenient, in Totten= 


ham- court Road, which afterwards became the 


| ſcene of his: more > heroic actions. 


Haw: he came to be diſguſted with his abode - | 
in that honourable confinement, we are inform- | 


ed, was as follows. The gentleman who had 
ſued out the writ againſt our great man for ſo 


paltry a ſum as 41. 10s. poſitively ſwore, he 
d if the raſcal, ſuch was the un- 


would be d 
gentlemanlike epithet he beſtowed on an un- 
happy priſoner, ſhould not lay in jail till his 
carcaſe rotted, without he paid the full debt and 
coſts of the action.— Having, however, a ſpirit 
to deal with, which, when oppreſſed, was equal- 
| ly turbulent and equally reſolute, our hero as 
politively ſwore, that before he would pay one 
farthing of either, he would be d d to the 


centre of perdition. 


* 


Let not the reader imagine that there is any 

thing autré in all this. We have known many 
8 e and defendant equally obdurate, and 
equally 
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equally obſtinate, till the manlineſs of their ſpi- 
rits have brought them and their families to 


drown all animoſity againſt each other in one 
and the ſame . 


Although this a not happen in the preſent 
caſe, yet the full debt and coſts were paid by a 


gentleman, whom no note of hand, or Warrant 


of Attorney, at a future date will ſatisfy, when 
he calls for the great debt, viz. the debt of na- 
ture, — To be plain, the plaintiff died, and 


nobody chuſing to adminiſter, becauſe that 


adminiſtration would have involved them in 
debts far exceeding the creditor account, and the 
action thereby, not being renewed by a cer- 
tain proceſs called a ſcire facias, which few un- 


derſtand, and which thoſe who do. underſtand, 


cannot well explain, Mr. Price, like Shylock's 
Launcelot, when the heavens rouſed up a brave 
mind, fairly made uſe of his legs and ran my 


from the fiend, 


During his reſidence in Tottenham-Court- 
Road, being apprehenſive that the ſame trick 


might be again played him by another hard- 
hearted and cruel creditor, whoſe name we are 
informed was Mr. Thomas Hancock, a butcher 


in 


N I 7 1 

in the neighbourhood of 1 and who had, 
a little unluckily for our oppreſſed hero, found 
out his retirement ; he took the following mea- 


ſure to guard againſt a viſit, ſo dangerous as that 
of Meſſrs. John Doe and Richard Roe. 


By way of compromiſing a debt of about fif- 
teen pounds, he waited on Mr. Hancock, not 
as Mr. Charles Price, but as Mr, Charles 
Price's uncle, diſguiſed in all thoſe habiliments, 
which, when the inſide is as white as the out- 
ſide is black, add a very becoming dignity to 
the prieſthood; but when it chances to be 
blacker, only ſerves to render the wearer more 
truly contemptible, and does more real injury 
to the cauſe of virtue, morality, and religion, 


than even a thouſand Mr. Charles Price's, and 


that 1 is ſaying a * e deal indeed. 

He was dreſſed in your neat old-faſhioned 
ſquare-toed ſhoes, little ſmall buckles, and a 
ſuit of reverend black, covered with a camblet 
ſurtout. His wig, as. the wig of Dr. Simony, 
deſcribed by that wit whom we have had occa- 
ſion ſeveral times to mention, had curls as long 
and as large as the ears of a Newfoundland ſpa- 
niel.— Added to this, there was a degree of dig- 

N nity 
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nity in it r which all ſingular and great men chuſe 
| ſhould ornament fo profound a type of all hu. 
man knowledge.—lIt was not only a pure griz- 
zle, but it had, like the great wig of that great 
man, Dr. Samuel Johnſon, as deſcribed by Ma- 
dame Piozzi, a toupee, which wag, moſt emi. 
| nently ſinged; and that in order to ſhew, that 
the wearer's attention was fixed above, whilſt 
his looks were on books below. —It argued, 
therefore, that ſuch a man, in ſuch a wig, would 
inſpire more reſpe& in Mr. Hancock than twen- 
ty plain dealers, and that his reverence for the 
cloth would induce him to credit my word of 
the wearer. 


We ab as ; wiſh that this was not 
too often the caſe, with thoſe who have a title to 
the function, and then their actions would x never 


give the lie to 1 Derr 


To proceed · To complete the deception, 
his eye-brows were painted black ; he wore a 
pair of green ſpectacles, which chrew a ſhade 
over his features that contributed ſtill more to 
the diſguiſe, and he waited on Mr. nes og by 
candle 1 88 Ts 
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To atfempt to repeat all that paſſed, would be 


too tedious. Suffice it, that Mr. Price ex- 
claimed againſt his own follies very vehemently, 


and rallied immoralities with a profound ſanctity. 


He wiſhed, he ſaid, to get his nephew into bu- 
ſineſs again, and he hoped no good Chriſtian 


would oppoſe. ſo laudable. an aſſiſtance. But in 


order to induce Mr. Hancock to comply with 
his intended propoſal, Mr. Price aſſured him, 
that his income and living were ſuch as could! 
only afford to advance a third of his nephew's 


debts, to thoſe who rigorouſly inſiſted on a part; 
and that his nephew muſt be entirely ruined, if 
ſome good-natured creditors had not, from mo- 


tives of humanity, conſented to wait till Mr. 


Price, himſelf, was enabled to ee even that 
ſum in full for the whole. 


Whether the rn of this pious prieſt 
prevailed moſt, or whether Mr. Hancock was 


moved more by the offer of the money, as he 


looked upon the debt to be of 2 very deſperate 
nature, we are not quite certain, True it is, 
he began to ſympathize with Mr. Price's misfor- 
tunes, to aſſure the old divine, that he did not 
with to hurt any. man; and, fo far from prevent 
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ing his 10 from going into bulinels again, 
he would accept of the offer. The conſequence 
was, the clergyman offered to give his note for 
the money at three months, which the butcher 
refuſing, the former laid. down five guineas, de- 
| Claring it was all he had, and likely to have 
for ſome time to come; which the latter, with 
joy in his countenance, took up, gave a receipt 
in full of all nen and 1 it ane; no 
leſs pleaſure, A, 

Hiſtory informs us, that Mr. Hancock was 
not the only tradeſman that thought himſelf ſo 
very well off by this friend and uncle of our 
hero's.—We have ſome others of a fimilar na- 
ture upon record, but as they were ſatisfied by 
the ſame ſpecies of friendſhip; a repetition would 
be totally needleſs, and for that reaſon we did 
not purſue our hero further in this line of little 
advantages. BBs TY „ i TON 
| | ö {0 ir re- 

We are come now to a . ieh, flow: | 
ever, was not quite ſo fortunate to Mr. Price. 
Inn the former part of theſe memoirs; we de- 

ſcanted a little upon a certain pack of hoynds, 
whoſe ſinell is not very fagacious at certain 
times, 
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times; and. whoſe organs of that ſenſe, are at 
others, as keen as the film over their eyes is 


thick We mean Cuſtom Houſe and Exciſe 
Officers, WhO have always very ſubſtantial rea- 
fohs e ee we ory OG eftituy 
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They had, ul PE or died hot (Is of 
Mr. Parks, and were in hot purſuit at this iden- 


tical time. How it happened we are in the 
dark, but it may be fairly concluded, that as en- 


vy always purſues all great men, and dares not 
attempt an injury face to face, ſo lurking in the 
dark it aimed a dart at Mr. gy which hit. 
him e 


> 


'Þ Was on ak day, his ever e 4 to 8 


10 ſomewhat ſimilar to tragic bombaſt, when 5 
our hero failed down Holborn, being the I 1th. 


day of April, 1774, in purſuit of ſome: honeſt. 


_ Ereditor, whom he knew was in want of caſh, 


and that a trifle, in lieu of the whole, might be 


conſidered as exceedingly ſerviceable ; that Mr.. 
JohN SaunpDeRs, Meſſenger to bis Majeſty's Com- 


miſſioners f Exciſe, laid his cruel. talons on the 
ſhoulder of Mr. WILLIAM Parks, exactly op- 


poſite F urneval's Inn, conducted him to his 
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Majelly 8 Jail of aer having no other au- 
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ed by His Majeſty,:King George the 
Third: that now is, for the management of His 
Receipt of Exciſe, and ſo forth, do, in His 
aid Majeſty's name hereby. authorize require 
and command, you every or any of you, to take 
and arreſt the body ef CMARLES PRICE otber- 
wie WILLIAM Panxs, if found within the 
limits of the weekly bills of mortality; and 
forthwith to carry the ſame to the goal or priſon 
of and for the county or place, where you ſhall 
take and arreſt the ſame, with a duplicate of 
| . »thig our warrant, there to deliver into the cuſ- 
tody of the goaler or keeper of the ſaid goal or 
pPriſon of or fer the ſaid county or place, there 
to remain in ſafecuſtody until the ſaid Cn AR LIS 
PRICE alias WILLIAM PaREs ſhall ſatify and 
pay the ſum of oNE TRHuSsAND SIX HUN=- 
pnED POUNDS of lawful money of Great Bri- 
tain, by us the ſaid Commiſſioners adjudged 
againſt him upon an information exhibited a- 
 gaiaſt him before us the ſaid Commiſſioners and 
Governors by Edwerd Cock, as well on the be- 
half of his ſaid Majeſty as bimſelf, for that 
the ſaid CMAALZS Prick alias WILLIAM | 
Pax ks, on thetwelfth day of September, in the 
year of our Lord One Thouſand Seven Hundred 
and Seventy-one, within the limits and juriſdic- 
tion of this Office, had in his cuſtody and pol. . 
ſeſſion ene private and concealed ſtill, four pri- 
vate and concealed low wine n to tævo private 
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d, 19 Mayy 1774, en Habeas Co 
before Lord DET S 
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0 waſh backs, and one private Fri caſk, of whick 
no entry was made, contrary to the form of the 
ſtatute i in ſuch caſe made and provided: where - 
of the ſaid CHARLES PRICE alias WILLIAM 
Pax xs ſtands convicted before us the ſaid Com- 
miſſioners. And all conſtables and others his 
Majeſty's officers, are hereby authorized and re- 
Aauired to be aiding and aſſiſting to you in the 
adue execution hereof. And the goaler or goal- 
ers, keeper or keepers, of ſuch goal or priſon to 
which you ſhall. carry the body of the ſaid 
CnARLES PRICE alias WILLIAM Parks is 
and are hereby authorized and required to re- 
ceive into his her or their cuſtody the ſaid body; 
and the ſame to keep in fafe cuſtody until the 
ſaid CHarLEs PRICE alias WILLIAM PARKs 
ſhall ſatisfy and pay the ſaid ſum of ont 
THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED POUNDS of law- 
ful money-of Great Britain, . and for your every 
any or either of your ſo doing as before is re- 
ſpectively directed, This ſhall be to you every 
any or either of you reſpectively a ſufficient 
warrant and authority, Given under our hands 
and ſeals at the Office above-mentioned, this 
fifteenth day of Ottober, in the eleventh year of 
His Majeſty's reign, and in the Year of our Lord 
One IIs en ZE and & Rm | 


| 77 My Jonx 3165 Meſſenger 6. Quurme. þ 
and to all aud every other our Meſ- | 


ſergers belonging to this Office,” Windbam Bowyer; 
Arid to" the Goaler or Keeper of ſuch | 

goal. or Friſon to ae "hl TO: D. 7 Papillon. , : 
| Hall come. es 

Brought to Newgate April IT, 277. n 
This Warrant renexwed * another dated 55 , 1774. 
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We have now, gentle reader; fake conducted 

our hero home, and to à houſe which is the ge- 
neral rendezvous of truly great men. — But let 
it be underſtood, he was not one of thoſe heroes, 
whoſe low-lifed education and habitual i ignorance 
prompted them to commit felony or murder, but 
only for that ſpecies of fraud which many honeſt 


men, who are not found out, daily commit in 


private, deny in public, hourly aſſert to be no 


offence, and Kill call themſelves the 22775 #r.nds _ : 


| . i 
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7 therefore, were! is any preſumption wiſing 


in the reader's mind in favour of that opinion, 


we humbly beg that Mr. Price may have the 
full benefit of it, and his character not be black- 


ened on that account any more than he de- 
ſerves.— All we can ſay againſt it is, that it is 


contrary to the flatute in that caſe made and pro- 


vided ; and, therefore, being the law of the land, 
it behoveth every member of ſociety not to com- 


mit any. breach or violence againſt it, if be has 
any regard to his own perſonal ſafety ; as ſuch 
offences are, now and then, puniſhed with fine, 
impriſonment, and ſometimes the gallows. 


* 


- 


: It may be remembered, that his Majeſty's | 
1 He” 
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jail of Newgate. w was once 2 Aungegns, in highs 
no human being, debtor or felon, fave, and except 
a murderer, ought;. by the laws of humanity to- 
have been confined. It was a den, too Joath-. 
ſome for rats to reſide i in, and which the ſtench 
drove even thoſe vermin away from, — The 
cells of the Inquiſition, the dreary apartments of: 
the Baſtile, the Black Hole at Calcutta, were - 
palaces to. this horrid priſon. —It had infer-- 
nal darkneſs in the noon of the pureſt day.—. 
Filth were its ingredients, and putrid fevers its 
conſtant companions. The eye recoiled at the 
ſight, the noſe revolted at the ſmell, the human 
frame ſhook at the diſmal appearance; and the 
debtor was, if poſſible, leſs wholſomely. accom- - 
modated than the felon.— To the. great honour - 
of the city of London, it was pulled down and 
re · built in a manner that reflected credit on their 
humanity and ſpirit.— To the eternal ſhame of 
others, it was ſuffered to be burnt down by 4 
banditti of ruffians in the year 1780, when our 
hero began his depredations alſo on the Bank, in 
the face of day, and unmoleſted —but rebuilt in 
ſtile and firength that inſpires: awe. inthe deholders. | 


11 is no wonder, therefore, chat Mr. Price 
ſhould endeavour to extricate himſelf from ſuch 
a wretched ſituation, which he did by virtue of 
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an habeas corpus, before the preſent Mr. - Juſtice 
Gould, a Judge in the Common Pleas, i in order 
ta get to the Fleet Priſon ; but there being no 
cauſe. of action againſt . in that Court, the 
Judge could not ſend him to the Priſon of it, 


the F leet; and, therefore, he was remanded to 


Nevo». p55 «out 


17 the honeſt gentleman, wht was his foli- 
citor on that occaſion, knew the practice, and 
that he could not be removed to the Fleet from 
Newgate, without ſuch cauſe or action being pre- 
viouſly lodged in that court, he took care to take 
the ſame little advantage of his client, which Mr. 
Price had ſo frequently taken of others; viz. 


ſqueezing ſome gold out of his pocket for a pur- 


poſe, which he was previouſly aſſured of, would be 
ineffectual. And this is a practice which, we 


fear, is too often carried into execution. —If he 
did it wilfully, he ought to have been ſtruck off 


the roll. of Attorneys —If ignorantly, he was un- 
qualified ever to have been. o1 on it. 


, 
1140 


It was not long, however, before Mr. Price 
took, either by khe advice of the ſame ſolicitor, or 


ſome ; Other 1 ingenious practitioner, a proper me- 
mod to extricate himſelf, and this was as follows; 
5 A friend y 


* 
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A ienlhy writ was ſued out againſt him in 
the court of King” s Bench; for the ſum of ten 
pounds and upwards, in order to obtain a ha- 
beas corpus before Lord Mansfield. Now, 
a friendly writ is, when a good natured man 
makes an affidavit of debt againſt another per- 
ſon, who never was indebted to him in His life 
one ſingle penny, ſave and except the ſum of 


ten pounds and upwards, due upon a certain' note 


of hand, drawn up for that ſpecial purpoſe; or for 


pretended money lent, or goods ſold and deliver- 


ed, for which affidavit ſuch good-natured creditor, 
generally, obtains the valuable conſideration of. 
two ſhillings and ſirpence. Not that this happens 
in all caſes, for, there are ſome kind of attor- 
neys, to the praiſe and glory of the profeſſion be 
it ſpoken, who. will refuſe to join in ſubordina- 
tions of even ſuch innocent Ferjuries, and then 
a real creditor, if there is any, obliges the pri- 


ſoner with an affidavit, whereby he can effect his 


removal. 


For this purpoſe fuch a writ was made out, 
out whether by a diſintereſted, or two ſhilling 
and fixpenny friend, we are not thoroughly i in- 


formed; nor, whether it was one and the ſame 
| ſolicitox 
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8 in both caſes. Let the fact de as it 
Wilh it ſtands upon record that the habeas Was 
ſued out on ſome ſuch writ, that he 1 was taken 


before Lord Mansfield; who, on the 19th day 


of May, 1774, committed him into the cuſtody 
of the Marſhal of the King's Bench, there to 


remain without bail or mainprize till the above 


ſum ef 16001. was paid into his Majeſty” 5 


Treaſury, ſo wood | te remained only five weeks 


in Newgate. 


3803 J bois! | FLAT 1 4 


Baut it is Susi . Ache that during his 
confinement in this place, he ſhould again * 
for Mr. W, and again implore his charity. 


had not the modeſty to be contented with hg 
dering him of 20001. under friendly and diſin- 
tereſted appearances, nor, of two guineas under 


: the ſpecious pretence of charity; but he muſt 
level his third attack on that gentleman, under 
| the pants: idea he hag done the ſecond. 


Mr. V W— rd Wales on Mr. . Price, and 


ſeen him in in a ſituation that muſt have extorted 5 


paſſion from the moſt obdurate heart, with a 


Freling that did him the utmoff honour, flipped 
fie guineas into his N and e him 
ren dchict. 17 


Mr, f 
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Mr. Price did not, indeed, receive e this extra- | 
ordinary proof of his friendſhip, with that cool | | 
reſerve and confuſion, which is the inhetent pro- 
perty of a truly grateful heart, but with fifty. 
times the number of e ee that there 
were guineas ; : ſuch. as my dear friend, and, my 
good friend, everlaſting obligations, eternal gra- 
titude, family thanks, and certain abſolute pro- 
miſes of re- payment if ever heaven ſhould put 
it in his power; and this accompanied with that i 
ſolemn oath, by G--D.— Whether Mr. W 
doubted- his gratitude or his proteſtations, is not 
very material; nor is it more ſo, that the ſame _ P 
grateful expreſſions and proteſtation, were uſed 4 
to half a ſcore more of ſuch friends, during our bi 
hero's reſidence in that ſcene of wretchedneſs 
and horror, 


as — 
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It appears, therefore, from unqueſtionable au- 
thority, that when he informed Mr. Fenwick 
the governor of Tothil Fields Bridewell, that 
« Had he never been in Copenhagen, he never 
« ſhould have got out of Newgate,” he muſt - 
have. been, miſtaken; that his Majeſty's Lord 
Chief Juſtice, . was a better friend to him, at that = 
1 chan even * itſelf, and that the per- | 

turbation 
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turbation of mind put Newgate into his head, 


inſtead of the King's Bench Priſon. This was 


alſo the more likely to have been the reaſon of 
ſuch miſtake, as he was, then, every day under 


the dread of becoming an inhabitant of that 


wm. ales ground. 


It was in a his Majeſty's alte of the King $ 


Bench then, that our hero had another opportunity 
of reſting from his labors; but that active ſpirit, 


vrhich he poſſeſſed i in ſo abundant a degree, would 
not prevail on him to ſit down indolently and 
ſupinely under a commitment, which is looked 
on, generally, as perpetual impriſonment. 


His great foul roſe ſuperior to the difficulties 
he had to ſurmount, and in proportion to the 
weight which ſeemed to cruſh him, his ſtrength 
of mind gathered renewed vigour. He knew 
that his Majeſty was plaintiff, and that, conſe- 
quently, there was a much greater ground to ex- 


pect pardon, than if he had been indebted to his 


n s Prime Miniſter. 


Filled wich this 1 he ſet about writing a 


| pamphlet on the ſubject of the revolution in 


Denmark, 


| [ wx 1 
Denmark, and to reſcue the memory of his 
Sovereign's ſiſter, from the degrading reflections 
which an ambitious party at the court of Copen- 
hagen, headed by the Queen Dowager, endea- 
youre to row on her Character 4 if, 


+ his pamphlet, whiel het * N he ſent 
to Mr. Foote, accompanied with a letter, full of 
contrition for the injuries he had done him, and 
ſtated his diſtreſſes in ſo moving a manner, that 
that gentleman not only forgave the attacks on 
His fortune and character; but, greatly to the 
honour of his humanity, complied with the prayer 
of Mr. Price, that he would preſent it to ſome 
nobleman of his acquaintance, who had acceſs 
to the throne, and perhaps, that pamphlet 
might be the means of procuring his Majeſty's 8 
N and forgiveneſs. 

It was not long before an opportunity offered 
for Mr. Foote to ſnew, that he had a heart deſ- 
titute of all malice ; and, that he was not only | 
capable of forgiveneſs, but eager to do, even his 
worſt enemies, every ſervice in his power. 


i 


— 
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The late Lord Littleton, who was extremely 
Intimate with Mr. Foote, called on him, one day, 


when at North End, Fulham. — To this noble- 
man Mr. Foote produced the letter and pamph- 


let, and it was agreed that the deſign was good, 


although the manner in which it was wrote was 
coarſe, and the language, if we may be allowed 


the phraſe, perfectly imperfect. Having preſent- 


ed one to Mr. Fenwick, a few days before his 
exit, we had an opportunity of ſeeing it, and 
may ſafely ſay, it proved he had an underſtanding 
capable of developing the intrigues of the court, 
and to penetrate into its cabals; provided he was 
not furniſhed with thoſe materials, when at Co- 
penhagen, which gave his ale the air of 


truth and lagacity; 


However that might have been, Mr. Foote, 
who was always forward to do kindneſſes to eve- 
ry ſpecies of merit, aſked his lordſhip, if he would 
lay it before the then Lord Chamberlain, which 


he engaged to do, and in a ſhort time it was 


e to his Majeſty. 


It had this advantage accompanying it, that it 
was the firſt, and we believe the only pamphlet, 
_ publiſhed 


„ 1 
-ubliſhed on the ſubject.— Whether the King 
approved of it we do not know, but it is certain 
that ſoon after, a reference, by his Majeſty's or- 
der, was made to the Lords of the Treaſury, 
who ordered the report of Mr. Price's caſe to be 
laid before them, in order to be preſented to the 
King, which as ſoon as the uſual forms of office 
would allow, was accordingly done.— The Lords 
of the Treaſury, in due time, preſented the do- 
cuments to his Majeſty, with their opinion, who, 
ſomewhere about the year 1777, was graciouſly 
pleaſed to liberate Mr. Charles Price alias Mr. 
William Parks, and forgive him a debt of one 
| thouſand ſix hundred ee, in n conſequence of 

his good intentions. | 


The dine mult obſerve, that the man who 
was capable of deceiving every perſon with whom | 
he had any kind of connection, was ingenious 
enough alſo to get himſelf releaſed from an im- 
priſonment, by the ſame kind of artifice carried 

on even up to Majeſty itſelf.—For, we by no 
means wiſh it to be underſtood that Mr. Price 
had either the intereſt or the honour of his ſove_ 
reign or his country at heart. As he knew how 

to take an advantage of human weakneſſes, 
| Q 2 | g he 


TJ : 
he knew how to take an equal advantage of the 
times, and it wasto him 5 

cc An ill wind th that blew + W 8 


| " was in this „ however, we are 
given to underſtand, that Mr. Wood, the father 
of Mrs. Price, died, and left Meſſrs. Hodgſon 
and Perrot, Attorneys of the Temple, truſtees 
for his daughter. As he never could be prevail- 
ed on to ſee or correſpond with his ſon-in-law, 
ſo he took care that his daughter ſhould have 
men of character and reputation for guardians. 


The intereſt of Mrs. Price's fortune Mr. 
Price always pocketed, but as ſoon as Mrs. Price 
had attained the age of twenty-one, which was 
ſoon after his aforeſaid diſcharge, he claimed, 
and got into poſſeſſion of that fortune, * 
Was 3000]. i | 


We now ſee him again at large, and with all 
the additional purity of a novus homo, ready to 
begin the world de novo, and with a ſum of mo- 
ney, that had he been poſſeſſed of one hundredth 
part of that inclination to honeſty, that he was 
of a antes and determined reſolution to rob all 
| mankind, 


1 
mankind, he might have been, as he had before 
declared, worth an 100, oool. But ſorry are 
we to ſay of him, that he had ſuch an early in- 
clination for lying, that he never ſpoke a true 
word; and ſuch a fixed principle of taking ad- 
5 of the world, and all that is therein, 
that it was equally impoſſible for him to do one 
honeſt act. Nay, his very pamphlet proves, 
that neither wit nor abilities were proof againſt 
his projects, and that the king and the beggar 
were alike dupes to his deſigns. It was not, 
therefore, without ſome reaſon we gave him the 
appellation of the SoctaL MonsTER, and we 
truſt the paradoxical title will be fully juſtified 
by the future part of theſe memoirs, which will 
conduct him to the crown of complete and ac- 
compliſhed iniquity. 


With this property in his poſſeſſion we trace 
bim in the year 1778 as a Lottery Office-keeper 
in King-ſtreet, Covent-Garden, in the actual 
name of Charles Price. And perhaps this mode 
of livelihood beſt ſuited his diſpoſition of all 
others. His head enabled him to make the moſt 
accurate calculations, but his heart would never 
permit him to enjoy the fruits, even of his Bon 


% 3 | labours, 
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labours, if ſuch they might be deemed; for, 
poſſible, he never would comply with the de- 
mands of a fortunate cuſtomer, unleſs actually 


terrified into it; ; and, to terrify Mr. Price, re- 


quired no ſmall — of ingenuity and We 
tion. 


This natural propenſity to taking little ad- 


vantages of mankind, qualified him for the ſitu- 


ation in which he fat up. He was ſervile to the 


extremity of meanneſs, where his ſervility could 


be recompenced by a ſhilling; and he was maſ- 


ter of the moſt conſummate effrontery and im- 


pudence when juſtice called upon him for it.— 
If he paid it, he paid it with an eye to further 
plunder, and then he abounded with ſuch pro- 
feſſions of honeſty, that all who could read man- 
kind could ſee he did not poſſeſs a grain of it.— 


In ſhort, he was not a true Lottery-Office 


keeper, but a rare Lottery-Office adventurer, 


The following inſtance, among many others, 
will ſerve to explain that character, 


Mr. Titmus, of Pimlico, who kept a cane 
and ſtick ſhop there, but who now lives in 


Oxford Street, had W of Mr. Price an 


eighth 


. ͤ᷑— ̃ 
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eighth of a ticket, which chanced, as he was 
informed, to come up a prize of 20001. and 
when Mr. Titmus waited upon him for his 
| ſhare of the prize, viz. 2501. our adventurer 
aſſured him upon his word and honour it had come 
up a blank, Not perfectly ſatisfied, however, 
with the word or honour of Mr, Price, either 


ſeparately or jointly, by the advice of ſome friends | 


he choſe to. examine the books at Whitehall, 
and there he, to his great ſatisfaction, found 
that his information was literally and bona fide 
true. With this information he poſted to Mr. 
Price, and told him what intelligence he had 
got at the aforeſaid office, On this, our great 
man aſſumed a haughty tone, and in an impe- 
rious manner demanded to know if Mr. Tit» 
mus thought him either a liar or a cheat? The 
reſult, however, was, that when Mr. Price 
found he could not, by all the polite arguments 
he was maſter of, perſuade Mr. Titmus to 
make him a preſent of 2501. he threatened to 
kick him out of the office for an impudent lying 
ſcoundrel, a fellow that wanted to rob him, and 
an impoſtor who made it his buſineſs to rob 
gentlemen who kept Lottery-Offces. 


It 


1 88 1 
Ie happened, however, fortunately for Mr. 
Titmus, that he was acquainted with a certain 


| perſon, who well knew that Mr. Price was a 


liar, cheat, and impoſtor, and this was no other 
perſon than Mr. Clarke, of the public office, 
Bow-Street, grand attraper des voleurs des 
grand chemins, des fauſſes ſignatures; voleurs 
de malles, et des faiſſeurs d argent counterfeit. 


Mr. Titmus having acquainted Mr. Clarke 
of the tranſaction, the latter applied to a gentle- 
man, of whom we have ſome ſmall knowledge, 


and he undertook to manage Mr. Price, 


For this purpoſe he waited on him at the 


_ « ice in King-Street, and was received with a 
ſubmiſſion that indicated ſome ſucceſs in the ne- 
gotiation.— A private interview being demanded, 


the gentleman was ſhewn into a back room, and 
he had no ſooner made his buſineſs kywn th an, 
Mr. Price was as inſolent as before he had been 
obſequious.— In fine, they fell to words, and the 
gentleman, not being quite ſo much maſter of 


the hot and cold as his antagoniſt, and being 
alſo ſhocked at the impudence and knavery, as. 


he then thought it, of Mr. Price, ventured to 


call him a Scoundrel, 


Mr, 


( 189 1. | 
Mr, Pics; inſtead of being warmed by ſuch 
an ignominious epithet, very cooly, and with al! 
the dignity and non- chalence becoming a truly 
great man, replied : 8 


LY 3 Sir, I have been called a ſcoun- 
« drel a thouſand times, and i aſſure you it 
« does not make the leaſt impreſſion on me.— 
« My dear Sir, it by no means 3 b 1 
« aſſure you. | 


The a finding Mr. Price inflexible 
to all perſuaſion to be an honeſt man, hit on 
an expedient that he thought might prove more 
ſucceſsful than his beit oratory. He drew up a 
copy for a hand-bill, which was verbatim as 

follows: 
| } 


CAUTION to the PUBLIC. 


Mr. Titmus, of Pimlico, having bought of 
Mr. Charles Price, of King Street, Covent 
Garden, lottery office keeper, an eighth of a 
Ticket, which has this day come up a prize of 
20001. the ſaid Charles Price firſt declared it 
came up a blank; but not able to ſupport ſuch 
a falſehood, has refuſed, and {till refuſes to pay 
the ſame, 


* 


. > With 


With this copy, the gentleman went to a print. 
er in the neighbourhood, and got one of then 
Pointe off, with which he puſhed away to Mr 
| Price, —As ſoon 'as he made his entrance ind 
the office, he was aſked if he wanted to rob it; 
but producing the hand- bill, and telling Mr 
Price, that there were ten thouſand: of then 
working off, and to be diſtributed at the Roy 
Exchange, to be ſtuck up in every part of 
London and Weſtminſter, and the remainder 
to de delivered daily at his own door, Mr, 
Price's furor abated, and the gentleman with 
many congees was deſired to walk into the par- 


The adventurer, then, began to expoſtulate 

on the amazing run of ill luck that had befallen 

him, the honeſty of his intentions, and the ruin 
that muſt inevitably attend him, if ſuch a hand- 

| bill was diſtributed.—His character, he declared, 
had hitherto been unimpeached, and he meant 

to pay every body in time, which he hoped the 
_ gentleman would give him. 


| The latter, however, continuing inflexible 
Price promiſed to pay it if Mr, Titmus 2 1 


der 
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ul, He accordingly did fo, and luckily got his 
noney ; but before Mr. Price paid it, he ſent a | 
laming letter to the late Sir J. F ielding, de- 

firing to know if he had no remedy againſt a 
low who had threatened to aſlaſlinate my and _ 
et kt fre to his houſe. 


It happened, alſo, very 3 for Mr. 


wn that one of Sir J. Fielding's ſervants 


3 intitled to the quarter of an hundred pounds 
3 at the very identical time when this letter 
came to hand, and not having been able to ob- . 
tain it, had made his complaint to his maſter, 
who, on the receipt of this . ſent to ſpeak 
with Mr, Price. 


At this audience there was preſent the gen- 
teman alluded to, when a very humourous 
ſcene enſued, from which Mr. Price found 
himſelf under the neceſſity of paying both Mr. 
Titmus and Sir John's ſervant in the bargain. 


A circumſtance happened to him, alſo, dur- 
Ing his reſidence in King Street, that deſerves 
bone little notice. 


A book 
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A book called the Swindler- 8 Chronic Wy 
- publiſhed, in which our hero was held up, unkr 
the initials of Charles P—ce, in which his ſize 
complexion, eyes, noſe, and chin, were ve 
_ cloſely copied, with an abſtract of the ch. 
racters and colours in which we have ſo accu. 
rately depicted him. His landlord and land. 
lady, who were people of character and reputz 
tion in life, having been frequently inſulted by 
him, in terms as groſs as unprovoked, were, 
by one of thoſe ſtrange accidents, which in 
ſpite of our utmoſt care and caution, will diſco- 
ver adverſe adventures, inſtructed who and wht 
their worthy lodger and braggadocio, Mr, 
Charles Price, really was.—The lady, at laf 
taking courage, read over to him, in the ſhoy 
his own character, in the above Chronicle, ſup- 
' plying the initials with the name at length, and 
this as often as he inſulted her, to: the no ſmal 
mortification, but to the certain ſale of the book, 
which we are credibly informed our great man 
bought up, that his great actions might not be 
recorded to poſterity.—An' honour we now al 
ſüume to ourſelves, and which with infinite pains 
we have been able to accompliſh, in a manner, 
though not quite ſo fully perhaps as his various 


: adventures might have enabled us, mt we hope 
| in 
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in 2 way A" will d no 0 great diſcredit this 
memory: ag On 

But the prize ae, of e coming 
up, and the creditors becoming quite clamour- 
cus, he thought proper to decamp with the 
ticket, which he had in his poſſeſſion, and which 
he ſold for the full ſum, diſcount excepted ; 
F whereupon, to the great joy and ſatisfaction of 
glaziers and joiners, not a ſingle pane or ſaſh 
in the houſe remained whole. 


We 2 not alſo forget, that it was in King 
Street, Mr. W— again accidently ſaw him, and 


having communicated to him that he had quitted 
the trade of a cooper, and gone into the brewery 
line, our hero made uſe of this remarkable ex- 
| preſſion, that a_ trade was like a fine lady, and he 
ſhould never think of entering into it, without he 
fell in love with it. An advice, by the bye, no 


ways to be diſapproved of, as it is conſonant to 


_ maxim of the ſpectator which ſays, 
F © Keep Jour ſhop, and: your ſup will 0p you.” 


We have only one more anecdote to relate of 
this extraordinary ene before we enter upon 
. a detail 
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LAND, and which we venture to Prognofticas 
Will always prove fatal to-eyery man who ſul 
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Butcher Row, Temple Bar, in the name of 


on %, : 


lebrated A. Parks, advertiſed in a ftrain as cap· 
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began between the two Office-keepers, in which 
Mr. Price gained the advantage, becauſe he 


It muſt be remembered alſo, that he had ſome 


ak 
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Commiſſioners of Exciſe ; but then it was Wil 

Ham and not Anthony Parks ; and he uſed no 

_ chriſtian name in ſuch his advertiſements from 
Ei office i in Butcher Row. 
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him, A. FORGERY ON THE BANK OF. Bxg. 


be. 12706 e to 67 the experiment, | 
. ſet up an Office 5 thy next WAY in 
Parks; and it muſt be remembered that the ce- 


tivating as any of the advertiſements of the 
great Mr, Crna of auRtioneering and 1 
e 


Theſe 1 „„ our hs og 
with additional improvements, and a paper wa 


fought his antagoniſt with his own weapons. 


little title to the name of Parks, becauſe, in 
that name he was committed to Newgate by the 


3 1 


2 R * Wann oat * 1 
3 * 8 * 
* 


WER he; 


"ev was a 1 previohs to the lottery iu 
1780 he began his firſt attack on the Bank, 5 
when a forged note of 10l. had been taken b 
there, ſo compleat in all its parts, the engravings, 
tie ſignatures, the water-marks, the writing, 
Kc. that it paſſed through various hands unſuſ- 
pected, and was not diſcovered till it came to 

2 certain department in the routine of that office, 
Y through which no forgery whatever can paſs 
undiſcovered — This occaſioned a conſiderable 
dam among that truly reſpectable body of gen- 
temen; and Notes upon Notes flowing in, various 
conſultations were held, various plans laid, and 
innumerable were the efforts of detection; but in 
nin—They were traced up to one man from 
every quarter, always diſguiſed, always: inacceſſi - 
ble; and we will venture to pronounce, the forger 
would have remained much longer a ſecret, but 
for the cool collected plan of Mr. Clarke. 
Indeed we may venture to aſſert, that had 
he been left to his own diſcretion, to have 
followed the dictates of his own underſtanding, 
and to have carried into execution his own 
plans, the offender would not have reigned 
o long; for, although thoſe who took upon 
em the office, were gentlemen of integrity 
„ „ and 
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and unblemiſhed- characters, W ent Os 


Price always proved an over-match for they 


: great importance to ſociety they took the buf. 


had he procured paper to be made for him, with 
| diſcovered—but: Price was himſelf alone: He 
per, with the wat 
never knew him, thereby confining a: ſecret to 
his own breaſt which he wiſely deemed not ſaſe 
in the breaſt of another; even Mrs. Price had 
not the leaſt knowledge or ſuſpicion of his pro- 


«had made himſelf ſufficient maſter of it, he then 


the water-mark, he next ſet himſelf to counter- 


even to puzzle a part of the firſt body of * 


cient for the undertaking, as the fagacity of Mr, 
zeal, aſſiduity, or ſtratagem. As from its very 


neſs into their own hands, they found by expe. 
rience the ane 4 their meaſures. . 


Had Mr . Price. 8 2 > p 4 Oe 1 * 
proceedings—had he employed an engraver- 


water marks put into it, he muſt have been ſool 


engraved his own plates, he made his own pa- 
water-marks, and his negociator 


ceedings. Having practiſed engraving till he 


made his own ink to prove his own works : 
having purchaſed implements and manufactured 


a— 


feit the hand-writings, and ſucceeded ſo far 38 


in 


* 
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in the world. The abilities of 4 unhappy” 
Ryland were exe rted in his profeſſion, and there- 
fore the impoſition was to be leſs wondered at; 
but here was a novice in the art, capable of 
equal ingenuity in every department of the dan- 
gerous undertaking, from the: EET down 
to the Nin e We 


Fe-kavs thn ho proper to give this general 
outline of his abilities, that the reader may be 


+ WY cnabled to form ſome idea of the conſiſtency of 
bs conduct, and be prepared for a relation of 
7. WY tranſactions equally 3 as 1 as thoſe abi 
ties. 

or . e 3 Eh 
to It may not, perhaps, be improper to premiſe, 
e that ever ſince this period, Mr, Price was ne- 
ad <farily driven into obſcurity; for the ſame ar- 
ole that publiſhed his forgeries drove him from 


the ſociety of mankind.—lt is alſo a ſingular 


ive happy who offends againſt the laws of his 
| country, particularly in thoſe inſtances which, 


tive tendency, ſo they naturally call for every 


N _ 


_ circumſtance for reflection, that no man can 


s they are of the "moſt dangerous and deſtruc- - 


fcTtlon of power and office to detect, and 
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| 19 0 as he pleaſed. 


n and power ae wit, we) ne 
6 eee FISH 


We may venture alſo wiki FE like an 2h 
general, who has his eye directed more to the 
conſequences of a defeat than to the purſuits d 
a ſucceſs, previouſly uncertain, he prepared enen 


meaſure and ſcheme progreflively from the 


commencement to the final accompliſhment 
of his undertaking. He was therefore, on ay 
emergency, never at a loſs what ſtep to pro- 


cure. —If from any unfortunate event he ſhouldbe 


ſuipected in his mechanical operations, he took 
care to carry them into execution, not where 
he lived with Mrs. Price, but at another lodging 
with Mrs. Hickeringill, alias Mrs. Poultney, aul 
to negotiate at a third lodging, where he ws 


not even known by his own name, or perſon, 
3D 


and where conſequently he n not "Of de 


ſeribed by either. 


This vil be better . " adding tha 
when he worked it was with Mrs. Poultne), 


when he publiſhed it was in his aſſumed charac- 
ter of PATCH, ſo that he was Patch or Fee 


_ [ 199 » 85 
Ilis plan of negotiation alſo was the cod os. | 


the moſt mature deliberation, planned :on the ſe- : 
cureſt principle, and formed and carried on with 


| 2 ſagacity that aſtoniſhed. every agent that went 


in ſearch of bim.— The perſons he engaged ne- 


yer knew him in his real character; and as he 


was well convinced that humanum ft errare, fo | 
he took-all poſſible precautions toe be guarded 


againſt contingencies, whether his agents were 


fooliſh, deceitful, or faithful.—He never ſent an 


_ emiſſary to negotiate a note that he ever loſt 


ſight of him, either perſonally or by his truſty 
companion Mrs. Poultney, and therefore he 
could never be ſurprized in the great er of 

putting off his counterfeit notes. | 


Another precaution, ts artful, bs likewiſe 
took, Mrs. Price had conceived her aunt to 
have been dead for the laſt ſeven or eight years, 
and though he carried on the connection to the 
day of his death, and his time divided daily and 
equally between the aunt and niece, yet he did 


not think proper to entruſt the latter with a ſe- 


cret which affected his life. —He knew that his 


wife was all innocence; without art, or under- 


ſtanding in the e of the world, to be what is 
commonly 


| commonly relied; cunning, but . had ut | 
ſome little reaſon to be jealous. In ſhort, ſhe | 
was perfect ſimplicity. He prudently, therefore, - 


thought her not fit to be truſted. Mrs. Hick. 
eringill, the aunt, was a characte 
oppoſite to that of her niece; ſhe was. really. 


plan which Price would chalk out for her, In 
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and having had the judgment to ſelect her for 
his operations, there is no wonder, under the 


| Mrs. Price was not thought by him a fit object 
to be truſted with ſo important a ſecret. As be 


ſtanding in a pretty woman, is a certain proof « of 
the want of a neceſſary reſervation in that i in- 


or curſe that can befal mankind ; and that he 
ought to be equally apprehenſive of her fondneſß 


ſo immediately concerned, 


' extremely 
cunning. artful, and capable of executing any 
ſhort, ſhe was the woman after Price s oꝛon heart, 


tutelage of Mr, Price, the Om a ee. 
of * choice. 


1 
* © 
DE HE $1 
— 
3 © 
POOR 


it is 5 e to 855 diſcovered why 


perfectly knew ſhe was too fond of her filthy bars 
gain, ſo he wiſely judged, that a want of under- 


ſtrument, which makes them the greateſt bleſſing 


and ſimplicity, in a caſe where his own life was 


CN 


E 
To proceed. —The buſineſs becoming truly 
alarming, the Directors of the Bank came at laſt 
to the reſolution of advertiſing the offender, and 
deſeribing him by the following hand- bill, which 
was diſtributed through every corner wherever 
the 1 ſeent 8 be wee of the 2 


&linquent. I 


> kalte, . 5⁵ es 


« A FORGERY. 


6 Wiege a 3 9 the "hls 
« deſcription, ſtands: charged with forging two 
© notes, one for 401. and the other for 201. 
« whoever will apprehend him, or give ſuch 
| © immediate notice at this office as may be the 
* means of apprehending him, ſhall receive One 
& HuNDRED Pounds reward on his Couuir- 
5 MEN r. 

Or it any perſon oi in the above 
* forgery, (except the perſon here-under de- 
0 ſcribed) will ſurrender and diſcover his or her 
* accomplices, he or ſhe will be admitted an 
* evidence for the crown, and, on conviction 

. ; * of 


1 2. 3 


2 


«of any one offender os: wee Tia 
e Were ne reward. . 


KR 


. a ia any engraver, TOR I THY Sous 
0 Manke or printer, can give information «f 
«the: engraving any. plate, making: any mould | 
« or paper, or printing any note reſembling 
« Bank Notes, ſhall receive T'wo Hundred 
4 Pounds reward on conviction of oy of the 
oh oUEndery 4 in the above forgery. | 


« He 3 e years of age, about 
e five feet ſix inches high, ſtout made, very fi- 
« low complexion, dark eyes and eye-brows, 
« ſpeaks in general very deliberately, with a fo- | 
cc rei ign accent; has worn a black patch over | 
c his left eye, tied with a ſtring round his head 
„ ſometimes wears a white wig, his hat flapped 
before, and nearly ſo at the ſides, a brown 
« camblet great coat, buttons of the ſame, with 
a large cape, which he always wears fo as to 
cover the lower part of his face; appears to 
& have very thick legs, which hang over bis 
„ ſhoes as if ſwelled, his ſhoes are very broad | 
& at the toes, and little narrow old faſhioned | 


ha: * 1 ver buckles, black 11 breeches, . 
| | * 
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« ith a ſhort debe ſtick with an ivory ITY 
e ſtoops, or affe ts to ſtoop very much, and 
« walks flow as if infirm; he has lately hired 
« many hackney coaches in different parts or 
i the town, and been frequently ſet down in or 
6 near Portland-Place, in which neighbourhood 
C it is bs upper 50 "On 1 15 


« He} is e ih a woman who ed 
© the following deſcription She is rather 
& tall and genteel, thin face and perſon, about 
* thirty years of age, light hair, rather a yellow 
& caſt in her face, and pitted with the fmall 
« pox, a downcaſt look, ſpeaks very flow, ſome- 
times wears a coloured linen jacket and pet- 
6 ticoat, and ſometimes - a white one, a ſinall 
black bonnet, and a black cloak, and aſſumes 
the character of a wy 8 maid. 


N. B. It is ſaid, that about n 
é ago he lodged at Mrs. Parker's, No. 40, 
* Titchfield-Street, (who is ſince dead) at the 
* time he went by the name of W1GMoORE.” E 


The reaſon of his lindo this name may = 
tokerably well gueſſed, if *. reader refers back 


to 


| © 204 5 
to that part uf this hiſtory where he duped My] 
Wigmore of fifty-five guineas, as Mr. Prix 
and an Eccleſiaftic, who was uncle to the hd 
of ſo much fortune, fo anuch lars. alk 
good a character. 35 


„ 


— 


; There is no doubt but that the above adver.i 
tiſemgnt drove our hero to h's wits —it forced 
him for a time to refrain ooh the circulation 
and for ſome weeks put a total ſtop to it, But 
it was not long before he re-commenced his 
ſchemes, and Mr. PATCH again came forh 
with all his ſecret eclat, notwithſtanding every 
ſcheme that ingenuity could deviſe” Tae” been 
| e to detect them, 0 


Ie 1s not unworthy wes) that one of 
thoſe hand-bills was delivered at the very houſe 
which he daily reſorted to, where Mrs. Hicker- 
ingill reſided, and where all his implements 
were fixed, This was in Tottenham-Court 
Road. By theſe means Price was apprized of 

his immediate danger, and conſequently took 
| his meaſures accordingly. —Tt certainly anſwered 
the intention, as, in the common phraſe, i 


Hlew Og but it ane was the 05 


- 
— 2 4 
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ut prevented his then being apprehended. — 

Eagernels to ſecure, baniſhed that foreſight and 

caution Which are ever neceſſary whenever it is 

in purſuit of artful villainy. The animal, whoſe 

fgacity is a proverb, can never be ſecured in _ 

haſte ; to entrap him e rt e 
caution, and CO: | 


But the manner vis which he ctr bs 1 ne- 
potiator, was, perhaps, of all others, the greateſt 
inſtance of penetration; and the mode i in which 
be employed him, the moſt ſingular effort of 
proftituted genius that ever employed itſelf in 
ſuch a en . At was as follows, 


ä DEE WITS #4 : XS 2 IE RO ED * 
2 27 * 0 1 * 
* FE .- 
8 a 
* c 


—_ a as * * n * ds * : 
7 7 W 7 > 7 * a 
5 j 
* * - * 
- 
x * 2 9 


y Fg 2 . 5 ; £ : 
5 , a 


't 


The NARRATIVE 


REVIOUS to the commencement of te 
E Lottery for the year 1780, Mr. Price pu 
an Advertiſement into the Daily Advertiſer, in 
which he required a ſervant who had been uſe 
to live with a ſingle gentleman, and the direc. 
tion was to C. C. Marlborough - Street Coffee. 
Houſe, Broad-Street, Carnaby Market, $a. 
muel ——, an honeſt young man, who at that 
time lived with Mz. Preſton, a muſical inſtrument 
maker in the Strand, and whoſe ſirname, for very 
obvious reaſons, we conceal, not being much 
wanted by his maſter, and having been deſired 
by him to look into the papers for a place, hap- 
135 pening to read Mr. Price's Advertiſement, he 
| accordingly ſent a letter to the Marlborough- 
Street Coffee-Houſe, as directed. 
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He heard nothing of this for a week, when one 
evening, juft as it was duſk, a coachman en- 
quired for the man who had anſwered the Adver- 
tiſement, faying, there was a gentleman over the | 

way in a coach who wanted to ſpeak with him. 

15 ! FO OY On 
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On this the young fellow was called, and went 
to the coach, where he was defired to ſtep i in. 
There he ſaw an apparent old man affecting the ; 
foreigner, ſcemingly very gouty, wrapped up 
with five or fix yards of flannel about his legs, 
a camblet ſurtout buttoned up over his chin, 
cloſe to his mouth, a large patch over his left 
eye, and every part of his face ſo hid, that the 
young fellow could not ſee any part of it, ex- 


cept his noſe, his right e eye, and a ſinall pa =— 


that cheek. 


To carry on the deception Nil hope? Mr. 
Price thought proper to place the man on his 
left ſide, on which eye the patch was, ſo that 
the old gentleman could take an aſkaunce look 
at the young man with his right eye, and by 

that means diſcover only a ſmall portion of his 
face. He appeared, by this diſguiſe, to be be- 
| tween fixty and ſeventy years of age; and af- 

terwards, when the man ſaw him ſtanding, not 
much under fix feet high, owing to boots or ſhoes, - 
With heels very little leſs than three inches high. 

Added to this deception, he was ſo buttoned up 
and ſtraightened as to appear perfectly lank. 


VVV It 


>> 
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| 11 may not be here in. timed, to \thoſ who aj 
not know him, to give the true deſcription of 
bis perſon. He was about five feet ſix inches 
high, a compact neat- made man, ſquare ſhoul. 
dered, and inclined to corpulency, His leg 
were firm and well ſet, but, by nature, his fez. 
| tures made him look much older than he realy 
was, which at that time was near fifty. Hi 
_ noſe was aqualine, and his gyes ſmall and grey; 
his mouth ſtood very much inwards, with ven 
thin lips, his chin pointed and prominent, with 
a pale complexion; but what contributed as 
much as any thing tos favour his diſguiſe of 
ſpeech, was his loſs of teeth. He walked ex- 
ceedingly upright, was very active and quick 
in his walk, and was ſomething above what we 
; deſcribe a man to ey when we call him a le 


made man. 


A 


| Ta. Samuel: Mr. N affecded . age, 
mac bodily infirmity, a faint hectic cough, 
with a diſability of almoſt getting out of the 
coach, Having been ſeated by the fide of Mr. 
Price, he was told he was wanted as an under 
ſervant to a young nobleman of great fortune, 


under age, and then in the Country, naming 
| n 
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gelfordihire, to whom our hero was and had 

been ſome Pn IDE 5255 7 OS 
He then began to enquire into e ation | 

lars of Samuel's life, of which having been in- 
formed, and finding him a young fellow, fit for 

| the purpoſe, honeſt and i ingenuous, he talked to 

| 


1s Wl him about wages, whilſt Samuel enquired, whe- 
mer he was to be in livery or not? To this 
v7 queſtion the-old gentleman. replied, that he could 

ith not really tell, for the young Nobleman was a 
oeoery whimſical character, and that was a cir 
of WY cumftance which might be ſettled hereafter, - | 


To carry on the farce, he deſired Samuel to 
call his maſter to the Coach to give him a cha- 
rater, which being done, and that gentleman . 
giving him ſuch a one as Price pretended to ap- 
prove of, a bargain was ſtruck for 18s. per 
week, and a direction given to call on Mr, 
BRANK, our hero's aſſumed name, at No. 39, 
Ti ichield Street, Oxford rect. | 


Purſuant to the e which was the 
| ſecond or third evening after, Samuel went to 
Titchfield Street, there ſaw this guardian of a 

8 3 | mino 


1 * _ 7 
* 


Ant, dhe whom Samuel ee 
een een Ak. 1 


— 22 — 


At this piacs, Mr. Pee refat: 4 "his . 
ue reſpecting his ward, the whimſicalneſ 
'of kis character, the prodigality of his wa, 
and che hard taſk he had to prevent . from 
ſqua ndering his money away, eſpecially in dab 
bling with theſe deceitful / allurances, called | 
Lottery Tickets, That, although he was a 
dian, to the Nobleman, he was ſtill obliged to 
comply with thoſe whims, againſt his own in- 
clination, and in oppoſition to all advice m 
neee 
. We N ehe . 
for Samuel by ſerving ſuch a maſter, and Samuel 
taiked of his wages and cloaths, and againenquired 
whether he was to de in livery or not? It was 
concluded, however, that for the preſent he ſhould 
procure a drab coat, turned up with red, till the 

nobleman's eee Was ae or 1950 came 
to n. N 31 


8 —y M. 1 


— 


— 


1 & T his „ which afford ais ne pd 
is of art and e on one ſide, and perfect 
| $2. g wy 


a 


well. 1525 regardi ng. e WAS. « edi to 7 
get the cloaths at his own, charge, and make out 
his bil—the former he did, but the latter he had 
no. opportunity, as the reader will ſoun per- 
ceive. And this conduct exactly correſponded 
with Price's character, who never Was known to. 
part with a ſhilling out; of one hand,  till-he had 
half. a guinea for it, in the other, Samuel bought 
the cloaths, but was never re · paid what he laid 
out for them. A circumſtance muſt be ob - 
ſerved here alſo :. Samuel was {till placed- on the 
left ſide of the old gentleman, on which ſide the 
patch was, ſo that during the whole of the con- 


verſation, Samuel could never ſee the bl ight fide 7 


of the old gentleman! 's frees) 1 

Having ben his leave ort this 1 * 
he was ordered to come again in the evening of 
the firſt day of the drawing of the Lottery, un. 
der pretence that he ſeldom went to the No- 
bleman's town houſe of an evening, and to 
avoid giving Samuel unneceſſary trouble, he 
was ordered to come to the ſame e 1 


On that evening 295 bngud attended, 
6 When 
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ſome ſeeming Bank-notes, and gave Samuel tw, 
one of 201. the other of 4ol. He alſo directel 


. Lotery Office Jin the Hay. market, and 


5 of Bridge Street, Weſtminſter, to buy another 


came to him. 


chance with the 20l. note. Having got the 


= to directions; and was going to the Parliament 


from the 9888 ſide of the FEY he was hated 


iT 212 1 


Wöben dur hero pulled out a dy of when 
letters, Kc. and told Samuel he had receiyel 
orders from the thoughtleſs young nobleman to 
purchaſe Lottery tickets, as a venture againſt hi 
coming to town, and in that buſineſs he meant 
to employ him. For this purpoſe, he produce 


him to take the number and dates of them on a 
piece of paper, for fear of loſing them, to 90 


with the one of 20l. to purchaſe an eight gumea 
chance: from thence he was to go to the corner 


out of the 40l. note, and wait at the door of the 
Parliament Street Coffee-houſe till Mr. Brank 


With theſe notes, and data; Samuel went to 
the Hay Market and bou ght the eight guinea 


balance he went to the corner of Bridge Street, 
and bought another with the 40l. note, purſuant 


Street Coffee-houſe to meet his maſter, when, 


by 


kb 13 1 


by him, complimented: on his ſpeed, and informed 
that he had been ſo quick, that he, Brank, had not 


then interrogated if he had made the purchaſes, 


commended for his diligence, Our hero alſo 


"_ and Signed accent, 


We forgot to mention; that VA W re- 
coined the notes, he received alſo as many cans 
yas bags, as he was ordered to buy ſhares, or 
chances. He was directed alſo to put every 


5 diſtinct ſhare, and the balance coming out of 
K each note, into a ſeparate bag; for fear, a8 tis 
maſter ſaid, the chance of one office might be 
confuſed with the chance of another, and Sarnuel 
0 thereby puzzled to know where he had bought 
IJ the different chances; as by ſuch confuſion, or 
1 forgetfulneſs, it might not be recollected where 
4 to apply to, in caſe of a fortunate number. 
it 


had time to get to the Coffee-houſe, He was 
| and replying in the affirmative, he was again 


enquired if any miſtake had happened, and all 
this, with his uſual” coughing, imbecility * 


Mr. Brank having chen ſecured the chances 
and balances, Samuel was ordered to go to 
onodluck's at Charing Croſs, from thence to 
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: King Givi, Covent Garden; z Vork . 


his new ſervant's diſpatch, and gave him more 


rected him alſo, as before, to put the chances 


ceſs: he then returned agreeable to his orders, 


t 1 L 


by 

Covent Garden; to purchaſe ſome ſmall har; BY ii 

and chances at each, -and to meet his maſter x Wl 

the City as Ge, pl 

| le 

'T o all theſe e Samuel went, 1 W hi 

bought his numbers, and changed his notes, as Will 
he was going along Vork Street, his maſter 
called to him from a coach, pretended he was 

' fortunate in thus ſeeing him, made Samuel ſtep | 

in, got the produce of the forgery, and: me i 

me wheeled to the oy 277 c 

y 


In their way V thither, Maſter Brank applaudel 
Notes, to the amount of 400l. with inſtructions 
to purchaſe a variety of ſhares and chances, at 


different offices about the Exchange. He di- 


bel e to each office in a e we” 


Samuel having got out of the . in \Cheap- 
ſide, left his employer in the carriage, and exe- 
Euted his commiſſions with punctuality and ſuc- 


{ 
| 


to the City Coffee-houſe, where he had waited 
„„ . . but 


„„ 
but a few minutes, before Mr. Brank came hob- 
ling up to him, and took him into a coach that 

was waiting hard by. There he began com- 
plaining of his health and his infirmities, ob- 
erving, that the fatigues of buſineſs had kept 
tim longer than he expected; but warned Sa- 
muel to be always moſt exceedingly punctual. 


* 


Our hero's reaſon for this punctuality was the 
read of a diſcovery, and to prevent conſulta- 
tons by which he might be detected. In the 
courſe of their journey to the end of Long Acre, 
where the coachman was ordered to drive, he 
endeavoured to amuſe his ſervant with flattering 
promiſes for his attention and fidelity; and at 
the time of parting with him, even put a guinea 
into his hand. Whether it was given with a 
i- judicious deſign, or whether it was in conſe- 
quence of a momentary impulſe of generoſity, 
for his having been fortunate enough to tranſ= _ 
mute his counterfeit Bank paper into real gold, 
Ke will not poſitively determine, though a tole- 
able opinion may be formed from this fact 5 
tat it was the only money poor Samuel ever 
Ws paid, although he had then obtained caſh,” : 
ad other valid ſecurities, to the amount of four- 
ben hundred pounds, on thoſe forged notes; in 
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. . which, and in cloaths, he hid aud 
ſeven pounds for his maſter's uſe, On parting iy 
Long Acre, Samuel was ordered to be in witt- 
ing, for a ſew days, at his old | maſter's in th 
Y Span,” till he was ſent for. oy oY 


As this 1 was the + routine yy his 1 hl 


| ment, it will only be neceſſary now, to inform. 


our readers, that, whenever Samuel went into 
an office, a woman, unobſerved by him, al. 
ways; * walked i in at the ſame time, looked about 


her, as if accompanying ſomebody: who was in 


the ſhop, and as ſoon as Samuel had done his bu- 
ſineſs, the lady likewiſe walked out.— This lady 
now proves to have been Mrs. Poulteney, alias 


Mrs. Hickeringill, deſctibed in the Advertiſe X 


ment and hand- bill iſſued by the Bank. This 


lady always accompanied our hero in a coach 


whenever he went out, and ſtuck cloſe to $4- 
muel at every Office. As ſoon as he had fafely 
got out, ſhe ſtepped acroſs the way to Price, who 
was in the Coach, informed him of the ſucceß, 
and then Samuel was hailed, and the property ſe- 
eured, for fear the ſervant might play the maſter 


a trick and decamp with the booty, Mrs. Poul 


1120 e e out of een ere . 


{I E: 4 


moſt 8 exceeding e Samuel never faw. 

her during his ſervitude. to Mr. Brank. 
From Titchfield Street, and during his whole | 

reſidence there, which was but a week, Price 


always appeared and went out as Brank; and . , - JW 
. Mrs. Poulteney, whom he took up at their pri- 2 , 
vate lodgings in Tottenham Court Road, was 7 
to WY thereby ready to receive the diſguiſe, in caſe of 
„ny accidental diſcovery ; fo that if neceſſity re- 
ut WY quired it, he was inftantly ſhifted from Brank to 
in Price, and Price to Brank, as occaſion required, 
U and by this means Samuel rendered incapable ” 


laying, That was the man that had Rees 


bim.“ 


We return now to the narrative: On the nexkt 
dunday morning, a coachman came and enquired 
vr Samuel; but Mr. Preſton informed him, that 
ly WY though Samuel worked, he did not lodge there, 

0 end that he ſhould not ſee him till the next morn- 
„ ing. The coachman, who held a parcel in his 

e- hand, which he ſaid was for Samuel, was de- 

er Wi fred to leave it, and he ſhould have it the 

0- HY next day. The coachman replied, he was 
a ordered not to leave it, but to take it back in 


caſe 


5p as] 


| as de ld not ſee the man, 45 e 
went acroſs the way with it, It happened, how. 
ever, that Mr. Preſton there ſaw the elderly gen- 

tleman, with whom he had converſed on 82 
muel's character a fey days before, to whom 
the coachman delivered the parcel, and ſaw hin 
get into a coach, but i in a minute the coachman 
returned an en it. | 1 . 

ce This fs anal notes to Pa Amount of 
| 2001. with a letter directing him to buy, on the 
next morning, a ſixteenth, an eight-guinea chance 
and a whole ticket; to repeat his purchaſes at 
different offices, with the uſual. precautions, til 
the whole were changed, and to meet his mak 
ter, Mr. Brank, at Mill's Coffee-houſe, Ger- 
rard Street, Soho, at twelve o'clock the next 
day. Having followed the directions, and ſuc- 
ceeded, he went to meet bis maſter as woes. 


On enquiry. at the FO I he Gin that 
no ſuch man had been there; but in a few mi- 
nutes, as he was ſtanding at the coffee-houſe 
door, a coachman came up to him and told hin 
a gentleman at the corner of Macclesfield ſtreet, 


e to yon” with him. On this Samut 
| ven 


91 -: 
went and end his maſter, Brank, i in a coach, 
who ordered him to come in, and made him ſit on 


the left hand, as before deſcribed, that Samuel ſtill a 
could only ſee Ys Pe ** of his maſter” s face. 


The i ſhares, chances, and] balkinces _ 
ing been delivered; Mr. Brank ordered his ſervant 
to bid the coachman drive towards Hampſtead, 
and in the way he gave Samuel three ſixteenths as 
a reward for his care and diligence. He now 
talked much of his ward, and ſaid, he would be 
in town in a day or two, and that he would ſpeak 
highly of Samuel's induſtry. On theſe ſubjects 
Mr, Brank preached till they reached Mother 

Black-Cap's, Kentiſh Town, and then Samuel 
was bid to order the coachman to turn round. 

In their way back, he had freſh notes given him 
to the amount of 500l. with the ſame directions, 
to lay them out in the ſame manner about the 
Change, and to meet his maſter at the ſame 
place in the evening, where Mr. Brank ſaid he 
ſhould dine; but now, Samuel was ordered not 
to diſpoſe of theſe notes at the ſame offices he had 
done the others, and the reaſon for this need not 
be explained. i! . 
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” got up to the coffee-houſe door, a porter accoſiſ 
5 him, and conducted him to his maſter, who w 


man's ſteward, who was alſo his banker, and to 


ol his ward. ee e 5 
ordered to go to the Ship and prepare a dinne;, 


er than three o'clock, but to go to dinner, at 


— 7 4 31 $30 

* fr % ph \ 

No 1 N 
8 % 

| 

: 5 1 7 
be... ©) L 5 ” Ws — 

| * 


; " 220 * 9 
eg e this taſk alſo, Guſt b 


in a coach a little way off. But Samuel y 
now blamed for his delay, a feigned 1 
ſumed, with a declaration, that he would nd 
do if not punctual, that he had exceeded hj 
time, and that the nobleman was very particu 
lar in time, even to a minute. Samuel apolsf 
_ Sized, Brank got hold of the caſh, &c. and the 
ordered him to go forward to the New Ing, 
eee aligned and hire a poſt-chaiſe to: 
carry them to Greenwich, to meet the noble. 


whom he was going for more money to purchah 
more tickets; making, at the ſame time, ſeverl 
obſervations on the LOTS and Prodiguly 


When they came to Greenwich, Samuel Was 


while Brank pretended to be negociating his bu- 
ſineſs; and inſtructed him alſo, not to wait long- 


that time, if he, Brank, did not return. 


Samuel 


. 221 1 : 


| Samuel bab dined by himſelf, at half paſt . 
our o'clock Brank came hobbling, coughing, 
# ſeemingly out of breath with fatigue— They 
drank tea together, at the Ship, and afterwards 5 
returned to town in the chaiſe; but here it 
ſhould be obſerved, that Sam was the pay-maſter : 
for his dinner and pleaſures of the day, under 
e of our hero's S l no change, 


i G they 43 to Land 
ſtreet, and then diſcharged the chaiſe. There, 
Samuel received more notes to the amount of 
3301. which he got rid of in his uſual way; and 
at the City Coffee-houſe was again fortunate 
enough to meet his maſter before he could get to 
10 the door. He was then ordered to attend the 
next evening at his maſter's lodgings, which he 
accordingly did three or four times, in the courſe 
of which he negociated 8 more in the ſame 
manner. 


9 In negociating the laſt ſum which Samuel re- 
t Ceived, he, a little unluckily, viſited Brookſbank's 


and Ruddle's, There he was interrogated whom 


he lived with, &c. and in this converſation ho- 
el neſt Samuel ſaid he Was ſervant to a very rich 
6 Wh „ noble · 
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wages, and gave his addreſs to his old male 
Bren Preſton. Ro 


| the courſe of the evening, he was too late, by an | 
hour, to deliver to his maſter. What our hero's 
8 feelings were, on this occaſion, may be pretty 


| 5 that with fear, ſuſpence, and guilt, he muſt have 
been i in the ſituation of the ne!. 


and he was in a perplexity what to do with 6 


him, or whatever ideas had ſuggeſted themſelves 


1 2 J 


g 
{ 


"ks 


This Fob? which San had ca: in 


eaſily gueſſed; and it . may fairly be preſumed, 


When 3 came Wo Mills's RR 
he found he had been enquired after by a 5 2 


much caſh.—Whatever thoughts occurred to 


to his fancy; whether to ſeek out his maſter and 
reſtore it, or to return to his own lodgings, and 
convert it to his own uſe, we cannot, perhaps, 
properly determine. It is true, however, that if 
he had taken the laſt reſolution, it would have 
turned out moſt exceedingly to his advantage- 
It would have enabled him to have done man) 
pretty things, and we may aſſert, with ſome 


"ge of belt”! rank. no aclion of w 
me 


* 


. 223 11 „ 
Ll have beau | heats againſt him 6 a con- 


verſion of fo much cul to his own. e uſe 
and e | 


1 1 
14 
1 
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N had 15 e what . 1 been 
the event, it is moſt likely he would have taken 
the latter reſolution; for it was the laſt ſum his 
od maſter ever entruſted him with. He had 
been guilty of an unpardonable offence—the 
want of punctuality, and therefore was never after 
to be conſidered as a ſafe, or truſty ſervant to * 
very N and ! a aer. 

He was ore don Nie - from his per- 
plexities, for whilſt he was ſtanding inthe ſtreet, 
his whole faculties engaged in deep contempla- 
tion, a porter ſtepped up to him, and told him 
that chere was an old gentleman wanted to 
ſpeak with him under a gateway in Macclesfield- 5 

ſtreet, which is at the bottom of Dean-firect, || 
and at the corner of Gerrard-ſtreet. 


4 


- : | 3 


He 1 went 1 an 18 Maſter 
Brank ſtanding under a gateway, who, no doubt, 
bad watched his aka os coming. to the coffee- 
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| hs Porter. „ 1 „ LO a 4 
been ordered to call a coach, they both got in, 
Samuel, for his want of punctuality, and Maſter 


dim he was going to ſup at Mr. Spence's, in Soho 


__ to be 1 in OT. as ſent for. 


ter Brank, till our hero was apprehended and 
brought to Bow-ftreet, which made it a period 
of near fix years. Thus ends the "narrative of | 
our great man's negociating of 43601, of forged 
Bank notes, without any perſon ever knowing, 


houſe, and hen ia "and ſent the how) 


Not a word then paſſed; -but Samuel having 


and orders were given to drive to Soho Square, 
On the way, heavy complaints were made againſt 


Brank having ſecured the caſh, he diſcharged da- 
muel, at the corner of Bateman's Buildings, told | 


Square, with a party of gentlemen, and dire Qed 


% 


: the laſt time Samut e ever hs Mat 


or ſeeing him te know him, and that in the ſpace | 
of a few days, with perſect ſafety to himſelf, and 
without che leaſt r of a * 


We have before ſaid, A eng bad nego- 


Lated one Af the notes at Branſcombe' 8 al Rud- 
* 85 


£ 
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„ 
tle's and that he was there PETR. with 
whom he lived, &c.— That note, having in a 
few days got to the Bank, it was traced up to 

Branſcombe's, and by them it was, that an ho- 
neſt, unſuſpecting young man, but poſſeſſed of 
rather too much credulity, was diſcovered to 

have been the innocent agent of one of the moſt 
atful and profligate impoſtors that ever diſgraced 
human nature, It will remain alſo for ages, a 
i kmentable and ſtanding proof, that neither age, 
character, or ſituation, could guard againſt the 
1 deſigns of ſuch artful and precautious duplicity. 


e | 


: 5 Application having been immediately made 
to Sir Sampſon Wright, Samuel was ſoon paid 
2 viſit by that magiſtrate, accompanied by Mr. 


d k 

a Bond; who was then clerk, at the Public Office, 
| Bow-ſtreet, but who is now a magiſtrate there. 
1 And, 17 750 conſummation devoutly to be wiſhed, that 


every magiſtrate in the commiſſion of the peace in 
every county in England, as well as the city and 
| liberty of Weſtminſter, was as well qualified for 
ſo important and ſacred a truſt, as the ſaid Mr. 
Nicholas Bond We ſhould have neither 7 1910 

rance nor corruption to encounter in the due ad- 
muniſtration of juſtice, nor would the commiſſion 

: for 
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3 ; { 22 T- 1 
5 * Middleſex and Weſtm inter be FILED by 
wretches, who can neither write their on 

names, or read an act of parliament, and have ng 

idea or regard for the welfare of the ſtate, fur. 

ther than is compatible with. their ſcandalos 

partiality, or the dirty emoluments of their mor 

| ſeandalous trading offices, which, like the bool 

b of Abel, crieth aloud From Earth to Heaven aa 
the Vengeance Y the Art 


5 


. with the ſubject, let us return tou 
| hiſtory.” And here we entertain an idea, that 
1 like a farce after a deep tragedy, baniſhes the 
1 ö | horror that had before ſurrounded us on even 
14 ** a | | 


i was on the 3 viſit to Brookſbanke" 5 
that the old gentleman belaw, who had hitherto 
been on very familiar. terms with the old gen- 
tleman above, played off one of his cuſtomary il 
humours for a moment, had forſaken his friend, 
and thereby put a temporary period to his pro- 
greſs; for it is evident, that matters of this kind 
cannot be effected without the firſt mentioned 
geentleman's conſtant attendance, directen, and 
q ll | protection. 8 | 
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Smd thus apprehended, was coldufted to 
Bow-ftreet, and examined by the magiſtrates 
and gentlemen of the Bank, where he told his | 
artleſs tale; but to Which no credit was given, 
and he was committed to Tothil fields Bride well, 


on ſuſpicion of having counterfeited the notes of 
the Bank of England. 


* 44 


- The alloniſliment of this young fellow on his 
apprehenſion, the dread he was in of being exe- 
cuted as a forger of counterfeit Bank notes, the 
horror of being confined in a prif@ty which to 
kim was perfeMy a new ſcene, and the impoſſi- 
WT bility of his giving any clue, whereby the old 
impoſtor could be ſecured, muſt form in the 
„nid of the reader, a combination of ideas which 
to would be impoſſible for us to deſeribe. Certain 
n. it is, the directors of the Bank and the magiſ- 
il WJ trates, were equally aſtoniſhed at the ſagacity ot 
d, WH tie manufacturer, who had, hitherto, by the moſt 
» artful of all deceptions, evaded every poſſibility | 
el detection. Nor could they be at all fatiofied  } 
d of honeſt Sam's innocence, although his ſtory | 
d vas, in part, confirmed by Mr. Prefton, - 2 
5 | 
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05 quent, and the whole of the tranſactions taken 


laid to ſecure Mr. Brank was as follows. Sa- 


coffee-houſe, exactly at eleven o'clock, and the 
ſecond plan to lay hold of him was accordingly 


„J 
8 


N . I 
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. as * 
un 5 evident * from Wen een 
they either paid little credit to his ftory, or the 
_ thought; by keeping him in cuſtody, the Fel 
of which is not the preſent queſtion, to. be able 
_ thereby, to arrive at ſome information, which 
would throw a light on the forger. Whaterer 
were their motives, they provided for him in 
_ priſon, and that circumſtance ſoftened his capti. 
vity, which otherwiſe muſt have made his ſitua- 


"Sts. examinations. were many _ fre. 
as minutely as we have ſtated them. The ſcheme 


muel had been ordered by Brank to ſtay till he 
was ſent for, Moſes Morant an officer of Bow- 


| | ſtreet, was ſtationed at the ſhop i in the Strand, 


where Samuel worked, in caſe our hero ſhould 
21 in the mean time. 7 


oe "BH days 1 mh 8 at] a 
tlie to meet bis maſter the next day at Mills 


concerted. Samuel was ordered, by Mr. Bond 


T. 229. * . 
ot to go till e Minutes aft che time; 


Morant to attend at a diſtance, diſguiſed as a 


porter, with a knot on his ſhoulder ; and Mr. 
Bond to be declied as a 8 to follow at a {mall 


diſtance. 


Thus equipped, they fallied | forth, and when 
gamuel came to the coffee-houſe, he found that 


quired for ſuch a perſon, in ſuch a livery, and 


could have been hardly got out of the door. 


This information Samuel directly communicated 
tothe lady, and Samuel was ſent back to wait; but 
the aforeſaid old gentleman below, who, in the 
mean time, had been taking a bit of a nap, and 
had, luckily for the old gentleman above, waked 
in an exceeding good humour, was determined 


| tobe too many for their mutual enemy. Having 
ſeated himſelf by the fide of his friend Brank, in 


a hackney coach hard by, he diſcovered, in the 
manner he did. to the young ſtudent at Madrid, 
the momentary converſation. between Samuel 


and the ſaid diſguiſed perſonages. Both the old 


gentlemen, therefore, took immediate Mi ght, 
hugging, and careſſing each other on this fortu- 


nate liſcovery, leaving Samuel Morant, and the 


U . * 


a Eal porter had that inſtant been there, and en- 
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ING, who never was more ſevere upon vice, than 
| when we treated it Leno 1.16 


| had never been there ſince Samuel and he hal 
left it together; and, as a ſmack of Scrub's ac 
count of Archer and Aimwell, they neither 


he was going. The advertiſements again ſhone 
forth, the hand- bills were again 1 ſhowered round, 
but all in vain; nor was Brank ever heard of 
OE the remainder of the M e ee 


loſs and captivity. | 


a9 1 


Lacs, a as /rvelly disappointed as the fatd 600 ; gens 
Yemen were Hi ughly den at the rea 


The nh we hope, will not be offended 1 
this imitation of Old Harry, —we mean Fiery: 


een, An Mladt ruſb was PETR: inTitch 
field-ſtreet, but in vain; they found that Brank 


\ 


knew who he was, where he came from, or whither 
| | 


> 


255 vs Samuel; wa aa 5 in Suns 
vile, but his innocence being tolerably eftabliſh- 
ed, he was, after having been robbed of ſeven 
pounds ten ſhillings by his maſter, and ſuffering 
eleven months impriſonment, diſcharged with a 
preſent of twenty pounds as a arcs for Is 


5 Te 
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The names 4 Afr. "Bond and Mr. Clark 3 5 
Ko neceſſarily, introduced into this D 
We allo have ſaid, that the Bank took the buſi . 
neſs into their own hands; by which we mean, 
that the plans to apprehend our great man, were 5 
concerted, and chiefly directed by them, and that 
Mr. Bond undertook the carrying them into ex 
ecution; the conſequence of which was, our | 
hero was always -an over-match for their cun- 
ung, and Reynard ran away with the baits, 
yithout falling into the trap, How it happened 
that Mr, Clark was not applied to, and the force 
of his ingenuities not conſulted on the occaſion, 
WE, who are perhaps a little in the ſecret, can 
form a tolerable ſhrewd gueſs at. N 


lt was a buſineſs of ſuch conſequence to the 
gd of the country, and the apprehenſion of ſo 
great a delinquent, would have been ſuch a fea- 
nee der in the cap of the apprehender, that it was 
U- fought of too much importance to let the glory 
en ef the meaſure be divided Mr. Bond, there- 
ing fore, was determined to be, aut Cæſar, aut nul- 
a vhüſt Mr. Clark, on the other hand, would 
his lerer employ his inventive faculties, or aſſiſt 
een with private advice, as he was not, offici- 
"he OWE Ay, 


| all, called to the coupds of te biren pa T 


13 Thus, like two other very great men in thai 
Ds way too, the Ri ght Honourable Charles James 
Fox, and our preſent Secretary of State, de h 

 _ Honourable Mr. William Pitt, did Mr. Bond p 
and Mr. Clarke diſagree about the reins of i t: 
\ . Government, and who ſhould be at the head 715 
* affairs ; ; not conſidering, that whilſt their poli. It 

_ ical diſputes laſted, poor old England was enum Wi | 
Es Pal ed and the water's ee it oe 1557 fitk, i 


Could any thing have brought out a coa- Wil * 
LITION, and could the prince of the POLICE 
have joined the abilities of two ſuch very emi- 
nent men, he would have had, not. only an 

7 united, but a firm and. efficient MINISTRY to 
have conducted his councils, QUR great man 
muſt have yielded to the ſudden and rapid 

_ exertions of Mr. Bond, which, tempered by 
the wary, cautious, and well digeſted'contrivan- 
ces. of Mr. Clark, poor Charles Price would, 
ſix years ago, have dangled out of the world 
a public ſpectacle, and the public not have been 
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THOUSAND POUNDs, which have already come: | 
in, in forged notes, to the Bank of England. 


It was owing to this lucky diviſion, that our 
hero reigned till the year 1786— Till then, 
his friend, director, and protector, had. ſup- 
ported him, by employing the demon of diſcord 
to blow up the flame of jealouſy, in the minds 
of two of his greateſt enemies. He, at lengtha 
however, deſerted his pupil, who, being left to 
 hinſf, made at laſt, one effort to draw the bait, 
in which he failed, and like other rapacious and 
carnivoraus vermin, was caught by che leg, 
3s will be ſhewn 1n the ſequel, 


To continue the thread of our 5 
During the whole of the year 1781, we hear 
| nothing further of our hero—Having feathered: 
his neſt for that ſeaſon, for Samuel's negotia- 
tions amounted to 14001. he thought proper, 
as we naturally ſuppoſe, to lay ſtill for a time. 
Beſides, the narrow eſcape he had from being in 
the hands of that lady, who bears an immortal 
hatred to all rogues, commonly called Ius ICE, 
and the fire he ſuſtained from the hand- bills, 
which were ſhowered with as much heat as 
„ ever 
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ever the” Ga of Gibraltar diſcharged bs, 


red-hot balls on the French and Spaniſh ar. 


mada, not only drove him into obſcurity, that is 


to fay, compelled him to aſſume his own rea 
and undiſguiſed character of Charles Price; but 


out of Chriſtian charity we will ſuppoſe it, ter. 
rified him from continuing a praQtice, wherein 


his perſonal ſafety was ſo immediately concern- 


ed. For, to aſſert that the gallows was never 


in his thoughts, ſleeping or waking, is more 


than, with propriety, we can affume, though 
we may fafely ſuppoſe, he fat defiance to it, elk 
he never would have been worthy of the re- 


nown and immortality which is the certain ape 
pendage to the actions of * . men. 5 

In the year 1782, however, in acer to make 
amends for that period of floth and idleneſs, he 
aroſe from his lethargy with re-doubled acti- 
vity ; and, thereby, at once proved, that the 
greater the danger, the 1 more he oh defiance to 
a diſcovery. 


In October of the 3 year, he Sip 
lodgings at the houſe of a Mr. Pryſaut, No. 


17, Greſſe Street, Rathbone | Place, but * 
; ; : 0 
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out his female companion, Mrs. Poulteney. This ö 
lodging alſo he took in the character of an old man, 
but in the name of Wiruorr, under pretence 
of having buſineſs to tranſact in town, which re- 
quired his daily attendance, and that his houſe 
was in the country: all of which would have been 
true, if he had made uſe of the term lodging, and 


\ * 


at Paddington; but the truth, the whole truth, and © 


wthing but the truth, never would ſerve any pur- 
poſe of Mr. Price's from the time he could firſt 
talk, to the hour be N himſelf of all 

ſpeech. 
In the management of procuring his nego- 
tiator for this ſeaſon, he had recourſe to a dif- 
ferent method than that he adopted in the year 
1780, which was by advertiſement ; but he ap- 
plied himſelf now to the more fruitful hot-bed 
for ſervants, a Regi/ter-office, —His application 
was to Fenkinſon's at Charing-Croſs, where he 
had ſent a letter, defiring that a ſmart active boy 
might be ſent to No. 17, Greſſe- ſtreet, Rath- 
bone Place, who was fit to wait upon and attend 
an infirm old gentleman ; but particular Care 
Was to be obſeryed _ ; N other quali- 
"OY 


8 \ 
, Fo 
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e the boy muſt have a 8 charaer for 
virtue, faith, and gs 


n is 1 math our while to.comment up. 

_ on. theſe three extraordi nary. requiſites, farther. 
than by adding, that as there is always one gen- 
tleman in every family, ſo in Mr. Price's, there. 
ought: to have been one perſon, at leaſt, who. 
poſſeſſed ſome ſhare of thoſe thret eminent qua- 

lities in order to counterbalance the deficiency 

on the other ſide. Beſides, tel maitre tel. vale, 
. would never have done for the ſeryice of a do- 

CAL MONSTER. 


Bs 5 a little as "I our "eng that 
there was ſuch a boy, who had beſtowed his two- | 
| pence at the above office, in hopes of getting 

ſuch a ſervice as Mr. Price appatently required. 
His name was John Power, his. father was a 
Scotch Preſbyterian taylor, then lived at. Mr. 
Thompſon's, a broker, in Hemming's Row, 
Saint Martin's Lane, but now in Hog Lane, 
St. Giles's, and the boy was between ten 
and eleven years of age, remarkably ſharp, and 
remarkably honeſt. It was not, therefore, that 
kind of ſharpneſs, which diſtinguiſhed our 


| hero at thoſe. years; for it was epa 


0 


A 


[297 1 


with 2 implieity which would n never exal him to 


the KOO of a oa man. 


The boy kiving walter on the old vitae; 


was nicely and critically examined His father, : 


mother, grandfather, grandmother, aunts, un- 


cles, and couſins, were enquired into with all 


the penetration that could diſtinguiſh the herald, 
when he is tracing the genealogy of an obſcure 


title, in order to elevate the living iſſue to the 


peerage of the kingdom. His learning, neither, 
was not by any means to be neglected The 


Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the ten Com- 
mandments, with the Catechiſm, were the ob- 


jets of Mr. Price's nice enquiry. Heenquired 


if he could read, but above all, he defired to 


know if he could write, which latter qualifica- 
tion he only poſſeſſed in ſome ſmall degree. 


It is a compliment due to that body of diſſen- 


ters called Preſbyterians, that they take great 
pains to teach their children, what thoſe of the 
mother church, who are bound by a ſolemn vow 


to perform, moſt irreligiouſly neglect, i. e. the 
above corner tones of the Chriſtian religion. It 


is not, W to be ſuppoſed, but that young 
Power 
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n could appt, what other cliiliten of is 
years, whoſe parents call themſelves Chriſtians, 
had never heard of; and this gave our hero ſuch 
a prepoſſeſſion, or rather pretended prepoſſeſton 
in favour of him, that he deſired to ſee his father 
the next day, whom in this firſt interview with 
the ſon, our hero found to be a e 2 
taylor, and a e 1 


* 


: At the time appointed, Mr. Power and his fon 


went to-Greſfle-ſtreet, but in the way they met 


the gentleman whom. they. were going to wait 
on, hobbling down Rathbone Place. The lad 
pointing him out to his father, the latter ſtepped 
up to him, when Mr. Price, who, no doubt, 
immediately concluded the viſitor to. have come 
from Bow-ſtreet, ſtarted, and was more ſtag - 
nated than if the ghoſt of his father had ſtood be- 
fore him. On ſeeing the boy, however, he in- 
ſtantly recollected himſelf, and aſſumed all the 
dignity due to a great man, who is always of- 
fended if you ſpeak to him i in the ſtreet, eſpecially 
if you happen. to be a creditor.. He repti- 

manded Mr. Power. very ſeverely for ſuch. a pte - 


ſumption, and deſired he. would walk forward. to. 
Greſſe · 


. . 4 
*£&7 


. NJ ; 2 * . 
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Grofſe lee, and nw he would ſpeak o 
him. 


— 


7 = reaſon of Mr. Power's 83 been * 


Mr. Price, who had hadhis cue from the boy, very 
religiouſly opened the ſubjef? matter of the diſ- 
| curſe, He complimented the father, upon hav- 


y pious regard to truth and honeſty, and ſo vehe- 
1 mently exclaimed againſt any ſort of lie whatſo- 
: ever, that the Preſbyterian took him to be ex- 
F aly the reverſe of what he really was, viz. the E 
: very beſt man in the world, and concluded with 
: faying, that if the boy behaved well, was dili- 
gent, and punctual, and was never caught in a 
: le, or a diſhoneſt act, he would undertake the 
/ charge of his education.—In ſhort, he ſhould 
f never know how much, or what he would do for 
. him; and, in order to give the finiſhing ſiroke, 


told the taylor, that he was not of the Church 
of a: himſelf, but that he thought the 
| Pr eſby- 


to walk forward is pretty evident, though the 
pretended reaſon was, inability to keep up with 
hin,—When- the parties were in the parlour, 


ing ſuch a ſon, and exhorted the ſon to filial du- ; 
ty, obedience, and reverence, for having ſuch a 
father, He impreſſed upon his mind the moſt. 


. 


N 


Preſbyterian principles the beſt 8 0 
the W 8 of true ee 


. would: be a it old be difficult to 
give the whole of the guo modo of his working 
himſelf into the good opinion of Mr. Power.— 
Suffice it, that texts of Scripture were applied x 
11 tags to moſt of his ſentences, and when the read. 
er reeollets our Methodiſt Preacher, it will by 
it no means injure the verity of the adage, that 


. the devil can uote Sober wwhes it _— bi 
Ke Purpoſe.” ee | i 3 TS „ an 
: en 2» h 


T ofay that POL N went away ' hiohly - 
tisſied with his ſon's maſter, would be a language iſle 
too weak to deſcribe his feeling, He was quite WW 
charmed, and conſidered our hero as the phcenix iſ! 


1 of one of the ancient prophets.—But, before his in 


departure, Mr. Price, or Mr. Wilmott, the lat- 
ter we believe noto to be moſt proper, gave di- 
rections for a very handſome ſuit of livery to be 
made : directly, and, to Our aſtoniſhment,: actu- 
ally advanced the ſum of one pound eleven hi 
lings and ſixpence in part, from a very large 
purſe, apparently full, as Mr. Power, he faid, 


was but a Poor . and could not, . 
5 affen 


94 


1 [ 24. 1 5 
fad to buy the C 
in advancing this x mnot6ey, be e reminded the y- . 
if he 1 e ; 4 


conſidering he had lain himſelf open to be cheat- 


. ed, and that he r epented of ſuch: a lache, before 
„ie taylor had time to put it in his pocket. 


With this obſervation we beg leave to make 
mother. As Mrs, Poulteney did not reſide at 
this houſe, we may fairly conclude that our he- 


fl. had always three lodgings at a time, when- 
oc ever he tranſacted his town buſineſs. One for 
ite, rs. Price, at Paddington, and one for Mrs. 
nu Poulteney, near the ſpot where he hired a lodg- 


bins for himſelf.— The wiſdom of this, if there 
at- Nea be wiſdom in ſuch knavery, is too glaring 
di- e need an explanation. —It was abſolutely ne- 
be Weary for his ſafety; and it was a plan laid down 
u- lich fuch art, and condu & with ſuch ſagacity 
a bat no perſon can ſo well conceive as thoſe who 
rge Wi tired e the nee, of it. | 
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| . The livery, with new boots, leather breeedez 


&c. &. being ready, and every thing ripe fr 
his ſecond plan; the firſt inſtance we have of i 
is as follows, and which we were favoured with by 
the gentleman who has obligingly authorized u 
to make uſe of his name on the occaſion. 


- In November 7782, Mr. Spilſbury of Soho 


Square, had, in his abſence, a card: left at hi 
| houſe, with Mr. WiLmorT engraved on it, which 


card was left by an old gentleman. The next 


evening Mr. Spilſbury received a ſhort note to 
the following purpoſe: © "That Mr. Wilmot, 


cc would wiſh to converſe with Mr. Spilſbuya 


few minutes, having an order for his Drops 
« at half paſt five o'clock that evening.” Sign- 


we « e mii : 35 


At the nized time, Mr. Spillbury wirt 


on Mr. Wilmott, in Greſſe- ſtreet, and ws 
ſhewn into a parlour by a foot - boy, where he 


amuſed | himſelf near half an hour before this 
Mr. Wilmott made his Innes. 


On his entry he had al the mptoms of age 


He was Wroppes. up in a large 
| carb 
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bis great coat; he had 724 ks hat on, 5 


the brim of which was large and bent down- 


wards on each ſide of his head. A piece of red 


flannel covered his chin, and came up on each 


| fide of his face, almoſt as high as his cheek 
bones; he had a large buſh-wig on, and legs 


wrapped over with flannel.—Added to this, he 


| had a pair of green ſpectacles on his noſe, with 


2 green ſilk ſhade hanging down from his hat, 
| but no n on his eye. 


We ad 3 inform our readers, that Mr. 


Spilſbury and Mr. Price knew each other per- 


fectly well, had frequently met, at Percy-ſtreet 
coffee-houſe, Rathbone-place, and often eon- 
verſed together; but Mr. Spilſbury had no idea 


or recollection of Mr. Price in Mr. Wilmott, | 
and this circumſtance contributes largely to his 


r of a great man. 


As ſoon as « te. Wilmott « came into the par- 
lour, his firſt obſervation was on his own dreſs; 
and, as it may be ſafely ſaid, he never did one ho- 
neſt act, ſo it may be fairly concluded, he never 
told one truth in his life. For, as the neceſſity 
of lying ariſes from the ſituation of the liar, 
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Piice was very affiduous in midi! a fats 
ö which would lay him under GE” unpleaſant taſk 
er relling a truth. | 5 | 


8 1 | 3 a 


his flannel on his face. That he had exceeding. 
ly ſuffered in the drawing of a tooth by an un. 
ſkilful dentiſt, and wore it in order to prevent 

LY) His catching cold. He then entered very fami- | 


not his praiſe, and recounted the great cures 


Without any comment of ours. Mr. Wilmot 
alſo ſtiled himſelf a dealer in diamands, and, after 
ſome ſhort converſation, Mr. Spilſbury depart-J 

ec, with. the promiſe of an order in a few days 
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Conformably to 92 he nt thus for 


liarly into converſation with Mr. Spilſbury, ex- 
tolled the merits of thoſe drops, which needed 


577778 111 knew wy had 1 8 7 888 


— 


Tune reader will readil y ſee we arif of this 


It muſt be alſo clear to every capacity, why 
Price did not chooſe to give the order immedi 
_ ately, for the delay was intended to ſtrengthen o 
Mr. Spilſbury's opinion of him, and to wipe ot Wi © 
alt 8 of fraud, CT . 0 


LY 
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In a few days after, Mr. Spilſbury received ; a 


tcond note, which the duty we owe the publie 


for their liberal encouragement of our labours, 
induces us to lay before them, engraved, in or- 
ter to gratify their curioſity, as far as lays in our 
power. And in order to ſhew the contraſt of 
the two hand-writings, we have alſo given ano- 
ther engraving, which we know to be his rer! 


hand, of a note he delivered to Mr. F enwick, | : 


the governor of Tothilfields Bridewell. The 
reader muſt obſerve the vaſt difference in the 
writing; but on a very.cloſe inſpection, it will 
appear from the dots made uſe of in each letter, 


| that they were the writing of our hero, though 
ſome have impudently ſuppoſed they were the pro- 
duction of Mares ee, | 


The boy, however, FP not come on the a 
day, as mentioned, but that Friday week, he : 
came with another note, in which Mr. Wilmott 
def.red Mr. Spilſbury to ſend two guineas worth 15 
of the drops, and change for a 101. Bank note. 
One circumſtance in this note we mult not 
omit, Mr. Wilmott deſired Mr. Spilſbury to 
be particular in ſending guineas of good weight. 
The Bank note e appeared to be a ne one, and 
X 3 ST, but 


> 


| 15 ; 246 "> 
bu lately come e from the Bank's but not the 
Leaſt idea being entertained of its reality, change 
los e ee r 
8 b, | 


_ 


urther for ſome 
55 time, till he received a card from Sir Sampſon 
Wight defiring his attendance at Bow-ſtreet 
where he gave the whole of the particulars, pro- 
duced the two foregoing letters, and to his alto- 
eee Was informed of the 95 | 


ct 


- Mr, Spilibury he heard ang urthe 


Te note had, of n got to the Bank, 
was ſtopped and' traced back to Mr. Spilſbury, 
but too late; ; for our hero had taken ſufficient 
care to be apprized of his danger, and when the 

officers from Bow-ſtreet went to pay a viſit to 
Mr. Wilmott, they found he had prudently de- 
camped, and again eſcaped the moſt vigilant and 
active purſuit that ever had been made after the 
n atrocious offender. | 


4 


WI happened, Were N in Put interim, that 
Mr Spilſbury and Mr. Price met at Percy- 


ſtreet coffee-houſe, and there, to complete the 


3 


w—_— 
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| farce, if there can be any humour in nn + 

| wickedneſs, a ſcene enſued, that, perhaps, has 
never been equalled from the days of Shake- 
peare to the author of the School for Scandal, 


As they were drinking their chocolate, and | 

talking over the occurrences of the day, Mr. 

| Spilſbury told the foregoing Rory to his coffee- 
houſe acquaintance, and expreſſed a deal of ſur- 
prize at the neatneſs of the forgery. Price kept 
crying out every now and then, ¶ Lac a dayf | 
« god God] who could conceive ſuch knavery' could = 
« exiſt! What, and did the Bank refuſe payment, 
« $:r?” ftaring through his ſpectacles with as 
much ſeeming ſurprize as an honeſt man would 

have done. | O yes, ſaid Mr. Spilſbury, with ſome 
degree of acrimony; for it was on the faith of 
the Bank of England that I and a great many 
athers have talen them, and they were ſo inimitably 
well done, that the niceſt judges could not diſtinguiſh 
them, Good God! lack a ach * faid Price, 
« he muſt have been an ingenious villain Pal hat 

2 @ — old EF] ju 0 


— ws 


6" _ — — — WP! _ - - p 
- - 
— — —ZBaB— — VIGO Ion Ss ode oO  OIEOT— SS » r! 22 — 5 
a _ — 2 5 
2 = — FR — by —— — 


— 2 


Let the reader figure to himfelf an- honeſty 
yorthy gentleman, telling a moſt wonderful piece 
„ 1 


5 1 1 ? 
1 f is to Fo very ham; himſelf, c caution. 


ing that knave to take care that he might not - 


be taken in in the ſame way; and the author of 


thoſe villainies liſtening with attention to, and | 


CER exclaiming, with uplifted eyes and hands, againſt 
his own practices, enjoying the recital with the 
fame degree of ſatisfaction the Devil did, when 


he ſtood behind the tree, whilſt Eve told the 
ſtory of her fall and diſobedience to our foreſz- 


ther Adam, and then fay, whether he is loſt 
more in aſtoniſhment, laughter, or indignation! 
Safely may we aver, that there is hardly tobe 
found, in the whole groupe of mankind, a wretch, 
| callous, enough to enj joy that tranſport, and de- 


light which then muſt have filled the breaſt of 


— . impoſtor breathing. 


8 "OW 8 alſo. ES * conth- 


7 man, Mr. Nott, of Newgate- ſtreet, hoſier, who 


was defrauded in nearly the fime manner ; but 


_ with circumſtances. that give it an air of addi- | 
tional ſurprize; we lay that, alſo, before ous | 


38 in the very words in which that gentle- 
man communicated it to us, drawn up whilſt it 


Was freſh i in his ee and with : an LOG 


that 
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racy that pourtrays the cloſeſt attention to com- EE 
merical concerns. | 1 ? 
bacon relating. to the forged note re- 
ceived of Mr. WILMOTT., 
bs the lafl week g of November, 1782, Ar. Note, | 
rcetved a lertter figned W1LMOT, dated from 
Creſſe Street, Rathbone Place, with a card in- 
cloſed wich that addreſs, requeſting Mr. Nott 
to acquaint Mr. Wilmott what his real nine- 
times dyed blue flannel was per yard, and 
what a green carpet covering would come to, 
for a room, the ſize of which he therein de- 
(cried, - 10 5 f + 


Upon the receipt of this letter, Mr. Nott 
vent to Greſſe Street the next day or the day 
following, thinking it might be a cuſtomer worth . 
attending to, and was let in by a ſmart looking 
ad in livery. Mr. Nott aſked if Mr. Wilmott 
was at home, and was informed by the boy he 
was not, but he expected his maſter very ſoon. . 
Mr. Nott waited ſome time, but Mr. Wilmott 
not coming in, he left the particulars of his bu · | 
linefs in das. with the lad, wo 5 
A Fa 


ip: 250 I: 1 : 
. os 8 after, Mr. Nott 0 84 
letter, deſiring he would cut off ſixteen yards 


of his real nine-times dyed blue flannel, and 


direct it for the Rev. Mr. Nicholas William, 
at Leiceſter, and his ſervant would call on the 
F. riday and pay for it, and that he, Wilmot, 
would call on Monday about the + for 
the e : 15 


5 ee on Friday the 6th of December, WM 


i between three and four o'clock in the after. | 


noon, came the ſame lad that Mr. Nott had ſeen 

at Mr. Wil mott's houſe, with a letter i in which 
was incloſed a note, to 90 appearance a Bank. 
| note of rol, 


n Now. looked at it very. attentively, for 
| ſome time, it coming from a ſtranger, upon 
which a perſon who was in the. ſhop faid, 
Don't you think it à good one? Mr. Nott an- 
ſwered, · Yes, it has all the appearance of one, but 
coming from a ftranger, I don't much hike it. 


Mr. Nott, however, not having any doubt of 


| the goodneſs of it, began to give the change, 


but another cuſtomer coming in, he ſerved him 
fic 


15 251. 3 ; 5 ; 
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Mr. Nott than pave the lad eight ee 


but the boy ſaid he had no orders to take or 
give directions about them, upon which the 
boy went away with only the change, Mr. Nott 
ſuppoſing that Mr. Wilmott would call on the 
Monday following. The boy however had not 
been gone many minutes, before Mr. Nott 
began to be rather uneaſy at changing a note 


ſorry. to his people in the ſbop that the Bank 


goods, and Wilmotts deſiring a very large room 
pear to have a room ſo large in it; theſe two 


and determined him go to the Bank the next 


mor ning, 


firſt; on e the boy ſaid, 7 — you would 


and aſked where the goods were to be ſent; 


for one he did not know, and expreſſed himſelf 


| was ſhut up, or he would go and ſee if it vas 


As the circumſtance of the wo! s not taking the 


to be covered with green baize, and Mr, Nott 5 
oblerving that the houſe he was at did not ap- 


circumſtances ſtruck Mr. Nott very forcibly 
that there was ſomething very odd in the affair, 
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| morning, which 1 was arr the * 7h 0 of De. 
© Ethiber. 1 e 3 


e before nine © clock Mr. Note was 
at the Bank, waiting for Mr. G— » Who has been 
a caſhier for many years, and was an acquaint. 
ance of Mr.. Nott's. On his going to his 
place near the dial, Mr. Nott gave him the 
1 and ſaid, Sir, 1 have taken this note of I 
«a ſtranger, and I have my doubts about it, 
„ I Should be glad to know if it is a good one, 

Upon which Mr. G— looked at it, and faid, 
e Yes, Mr. Nott it is a very good one, wil 

« you have the money for it?” Upon which 
Mr. Nott ſaid, „No, it was not material, if 
« the note was 1 that was * and 
« came away.” | 


2 Notiddftinding the above circumſtances at 
the Bank, Mr. Nott was ſtill of opinion that 
the affair. bore a very odd appearance, and there- 
fore, on the Saturday evening, he went to 
Greſſe Street, with an excuſe to know how 

e nine-times really dyed blue flannel was to be 


5 ſent; but to his aſtoniſhment was informed that 


Wilmot was e from that houſe a day 
ze or 


e 00 F- 
or two before, that he had circulated a number 
of forged Bank-notes, to a very large amount, 
and that they were ſo well executed that the 
Bank had achualy W ſeveral. | j | 


Upon this 1 Mr. Nott went to | 
te Bank on the Monday morning following, 
with the note their caſhier ſaid two days before 
was a good one, and deſired to know if they 
would pay it, but was-much ſurpriſed at their 
refulal, They then took the note, and have. 
kept it ever ſince, without making Mr. Nott 
any acknowledgement, although it was evident 
that they had no idea on the provecing Saturday 
morning, that it was a forgery. | 
Wilmott was all that day, fas ten o clock 
in the morning, till near ſix or ſeven in the 
evening, circulating his forged notes. 


In the account given by Mr. Nott, i appears, 
that whilſt he was giving the change to the boy, 
| auther perſon came in. The reader muſt recol- 
led, that when his firſt ſervant, Samuel, bought 
tickets, chances, &c. a tall genteel woman, ge- 


3 nerally 


\4 = 


bebe came into the office, ſoon after him al 
1595 out YO as he 85815 done his e 


ID 


We 8 not 1 our . to Guppo | 

4 that this tall genteel lach was Mrs. Poulteney, 
alias Mrs. Hickeringill.—Be that tall gentee| 
lady. whomſoever ſhe may, ſhe is intitled to 
every ſhare of our admiration ; for ſhe was the 
true friend of our hero. She was faithful to her 
truſt, and is a damning proof to the . of Þ 
the ee, 


That there i is 0 honour among TH IE vg * 


By which this concluſion may be fairly "Th - 
that Price never truſted to chance, whether he 
was ſuſpected or not, but placed that other perſon, 
as a ſpy upon his negotiator ; fo that in caſe of 


an accident, he was prepared 142 25 detection 1 


It is our 1 bs; to 8 our ;ndulgen 
readers, that his ſervant attended his maſter, 
ſometimes behind a hackney coach, and ſome- 
times a friend of his maſter's, who was in men's 
{ith cloaths, in the ſame manner, and that the boy 
| { . „ never knew who that friend was, or where HE 
1 came from. Hs E ues, however, to come at 

8 certain 


e 
certain times, previous to which, the lad had 


always directions to be in readineſs, Kg not to 
let the friend wait a moment. . | 


Whoever this friend was, is a great ſecret, 
and it is as great a ſecret alſo, whether it was a 
man or a woman, and perhaps will remain fo 
till dooms -day ; though it is clear that, man or 
woman, it was a talliſb, thin perſon, and rather 
effeminate ; but ſhould any inſidious reader pre- 
ſume to ſay, it was Mrs. Poultney, we ſhall 
boldly ſay to him, MENTIRIS IMPUDENTIS= 

SIME, OS, Ts 


But, we hope, it will not be ſuppoſed, that 
Mr. Spilſbury and Mr. Nott were the only two 
perſons of whom our great man took a little 
advantage, during his excurſions in the year 
1782. 


Mr. Reeves, colourman of Holborn Bridge, 
had the honour of a perſonal viſit from our hero, 
not as Mr. Price, or Mr. Patch, or Mr. Brank, 
or Mr. Wilmott; but as a very reverend divine 
of the church of England, who wanted ſome 
excellent crayons for the purpoſe of drawing, | 
* 3 „ 


LP, 

and after having examined ſeveral, took his 
leave, with a promiſe of calling, or ſending in 
A very few 585 


* 


Accordinghy in a day or 605 which is 2 
circumſtance we deſire our reader, will take 
particular notice of, our hero was as good as his 


word, by ſending to Mr. Reeves, by the ſame | 


ſervant, the following note the original of 
which we have in our poſſeſſion, and is in the 
_ ſame nd-wriäng WA Mr. * 8 and 
Mr. Nott's. 

Mr 2 "FD would 1 Got a Lady _ 22 
Reves whole cet of Coulours . ꝛuishes to be informed 
of the Price. including Package . . If approvd 
of will fend His Servt. with the Money and direc- 
tion where to send them i in the Country 


| Greſse Street 


Mr. Reeves having ſent word by the errut 
of the price of a box of colours according to 
the requeſt in the note, he received the day af- 


ter "= the pg mY the 89885 order {till 
in 


= 


We 


a 
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in Fe fame hand writing, the original of which 73 


4 Mo 
| 'Coulour Shop, | 
. Holborn Bridge. 


Mr. Wilmot devires Mr. Reves will pack up l. 


cureh a Box of 40 Coulours at 2: 2: O Price , by 


Friday . the Sert . ſhall call & pay for it Hopes Ar. 
R. will excuſe the trouble of sending the Box to 85 | 


Cach . Mr. M. wishes. Mr. R. wou'd be. 


home on Tuesday morning n 10 OChe. as. : 


V. wil call on Him 


e Direct the Box. 
For. 


Grefie Sus 


M.1% » © _ Leiceſter 


The day after, the footman called, and the box 
being ready packed up, a note of ten pounds was 


laid down, Mr. Reeves gave ſeven pounds eigh- 


teen ſhillings in change, the boy deliring they 


mo be all good weight, taking it for a real 
5 5 3 1 Bank 


Revd. Mr. Mobs. Williams | 
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EY Bank note, and ſont the box. to the Saran 
Head, Friday-ftreet, Cheapſide, directed Accord. 


ing to order, 


On the day, however, that Mr. Not! hadd dif. 
: covered the little advantage our hero had taken 
of him, Mr. Reeves had the ſame ſatisfaction; 
for, having changed- the note at a neighbour's, 


who paid it to Hankeys, which latter paid it in. 


to the hands of the treaſurer of the Eaſt India 
Company, who paid it into the Bank, it was 
there diſcovered, after it paſſed through various 


departments, to be one of the identical billets, | 


which our great man had fo often directed to 
the GovERNOR AND COMPANY OF THE 


BANK oF ENGLAND, j in the name of ABRA- 


HAM 1 ESQUIRE, 


To go through every flows of the hiſtory, for 
the year in which our hero commenced and cons 
cluded his annual operations, would ſwell the 
ſize of theſe memoirs to the bulk of an "Ency- 
clapædia Francois. We can aſſure our readers 
from the beſt and moſt indiſputable authority, 
that on the day the boy got the counterfeit note 
changed at Mr. Nott's, that very boy paſſed 
SIXTY TEN | POUND NOTES of the ſame deſcrip- 
ion, 


— 22 


8 1 


t 259. bl 
tion, amounting to no leſs a ſum than fox 1 


pounds in one day. By this, the impoſſibility of 


going through the whole muſt be evident; and 
therefore, hope we ſhall ſtand excuſed for con- 
duding this year's account with an, attack on 


Mr. Babbs, bookſeller, of Oxford-ſtreet, who 
has been ſo obliging as to favour us with the ; 


following particulars of the manner in which 
he planned and compleated that ROI 
FRAUD: 74 #27] | 


About the beginning of December in the 
year 1782, our hero uſed frequently to call at 
Mr, Babbs's, in the character of Price, and-buy 
ſmall articles. By this means, he got, by de- 
grees, acquainted with Mr, Babbs, as a cuſtomer, 
and at every one of theſe viſits, he became well 


known to every body, with whom he was full 

of that pleaſant and mild diſcourſe, which by de- 
grees inſinuated him into their good opinion. 
His converſation was ſometimes on politics, 


ſometimes on air balloons, always accompanied 
with obſervations to ſhew that there was no- 
thing but Es and impoſ tion in the world. 


- os thus pared his Way, by ſecuring weir 
full 
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dee of him as Price, enn 
| he (conceived, their confidence, he began to 
Sis batteries on them as Wikio; 2 


le 


* 13 7 % . * a” y N * 7 N 
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4 He elle vid | Wigs mY a EY in FR dif. 
guiſe he at that time made uſe of, and. bought 
= ſome pens and paper, to the amount of three or 
ſour ſhillings at a time, and it turned out that the 
i paper he bought of Mr. Babbs he uſed to write ! 
his letters on to thoſe whom he determined ſhould Bll / 
feel the effects of his ingenuity. —At theſe viſits 
he generally changed a new guinea, expreſſed 
himſelf highly pleaſed with the civility of 
Mr. Babbs and his ſhopman, by attending him b 
ſo readily at the coach door with the ſhop goods; | 
for which civility he meant to give a good or- 


der to Mr. Babbs, for goods to go into the coun- | 
2 try, which order he meant to have given another 0 
bookſeller and ſtationer higher. up in the ſame 5 
ſtreet, but would take it from him, becauſe he 
| grumbled to attend a poor, infirm, weak old 
man at the coach door, : | 
Having called two or three times in this | 


manner, and generally, when he fo called, he 


was there the ſame day in propria perſone, i. e. as 
* 85 | 7 es Mr. 


1 
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Mr. Charles Price, he at laſt ſent the following 


letter to Mr. Babbs. „) 


2 Wi znr s . 40 Vas: | Balls 
begs he would be ſa good as to wait on him in 
Greſſe-ſtreet, as he has an order to give to go in the 
country, on which he wiſhes to ſpeak to Mr. Babbs, 


| and Mr. B. ſhall have ready money for tte fame, 


| Mr, Wilmatt never running in any trade; man 's 
books whatever, as he knows what it is. 


Greſſe-ſtreet, No. 17. 


In conſequence of this letter, Mr. Babbs not 
being able, then, to attend to it, ſent his ſhop- 


| man to this Mr. Wilmott; who, when the ſhop- 


man went into the parlour, was ſitting with his 
face near the fire, cloſe muffled up, ſpitting, 


coughing, and py greatly of a moſt - 


violent tooth ach, 


He made the ſhopman ſit down at the further 
end of the room, and then in broken accents 


and great ſhortneſs of breath, began to tell him, 


* That he had two poor relations in the coun- 
* try, who had been fooliſh enough to fall in 
* love with each other, without having a ſhil- 


ling | 
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6 3 in ths. world to 1 themſele of 
c their families; but as s they were a young, vir. 
s tuous, honeſt couple; he had determined to 
« aſſiſt them on their firſt ſetting off in the 
world, and to put them into a little buſineſs 
c whereby they might live happily, and continu 
© to love one another.— That he was an old 
c man himſelf, much ftricken in years, and in 

„ bis younger days had been fooliſh enough to 
“ fall in love alſo; and therefore did not think 
« ſo much of it as old people generally do, 

That as he, thank God, did not want money, 
ec ſo he thought it his duty to aſſiſt them; and 
„ though he was always ready and inclined to 
cc benevolent acts, yet he would take care that 
« what monies he advanced them ſhould not be 

c ſquandered away.—For this purpoſe, he in- 
<« tended to ſend them down a day- bock, a led- 

ger, a poſting book, and caſh-book, for them 

c to make entries in, of all goods bought and 
“ fold, with the profits thereon, and the expen- 

cc ces of houſe- keeping; which they ſhould ſend 
ce up to him monthly, in order that he might be 
« ſure, how, and in what manner, the money he 
& advanced them was laid out. By which means 


188 he ſaid, he never could be deceived, and, yo 
> =. 108 


f 
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« Fr ſame time, render them every afſiſtance i in 
« his power, for it was every good Chriſtian's | 
« duty to do unto others, as ye would others ſhould 
« unto you. That at che ſame ti me, as they 
« had a little family growing up, a Bible, Teſ 
« tament, and Prayer Book, with the Whole 
« Duty of Man, might not be an unacceptable 
« preſent. That as he was deſirous of incul- 
« cating the precepts of Chriſtianity and the 


« moral duties on their minds early, he thought _ 


« that the twig could not be bent too young, and 
« that it was the beſt way to © train up acnild 
« in the way he ſhould go, and when he was l he 
« would not depart from it. He therefore de- 
a fired Mr. Babbs would complete the order 
« directly and ſend it to him the next day.” 


It would be an inſult to the common under- 
ſtanding of the moſt common reader, to ani- 
madvert a moment on ſo ſingular a ſpecimen of 
diabolical hypocriſy— What we are moſt afraid 
of is, that the narrative will be read with a ſmile, 
and a warmth of imagination, when it ought to 
throw the human frame into an ague fit. 


To proceed. Tha Mr. Wilmott ſent 
og his 
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his 1 With one of FW counterfeit notes, 
value 10l. to Mr. Babbs, requeſting the favour 


of him to give change for it, begging pardon fy 


giving fo much trouble, but as he was a ſtranger 


in the neighbourhood, he did not chuſe to ſend 
to-any place but where he was known, 


Mr. Babbs not having any ſuſpicion of a 
forgery, and he mult have been wiſer than moſtÞ 
of the clerks and caſhiers of the Bank, if he had, 
ſent the whole change, thinking it would be un- 


| handſome to ſtop for the books, as they were not 


yet delivered. The next day, however, when he 
did fend them, his ſhopman found Sir Sampſon 


Wright, Mr. Bond, and their aſſiſtants, in the 


houſe, by which he not only ſaved his account 
books, but even the Bible, "Teſtament, Prayer 


| _ and the Whole e of Man. , 


5 eee oe PE is as it may appear, it is 
allo equally true, that in a few days Mr. Price 
called upon Mr. Babbs to buy ſome few trifling 


articles, when our hero began to talk of the 


general report about town of forged Bank notes, 


of the celebrated Patch, and if Mr. Babbs | 
W angie there was any truth in ſuch 


k . 


reports; 


| 
| | 
. by 
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reports ; ; for if there was, it would not de quite 
ffe for tradeſmen to change them. Mr. Babbs's 

anſwer may be eaſily gueſſed, but Mr. Price's 
ſenſations we hope no human being is abandon- 
ed enough to feel. | 


He frequently aftewatds called on Mr, Babbs, 
in the character of Charles Price, and was as 
pleaſant and chatty in his converſation, as though 
| he was the pureſt of all pure characters, 


But | hong A and hk were his | 
kading paſſions, hardneſs of heart was by no 
means behind--hand in his compoſition, as the 
following anecdote will evince. The wretch 
that picks a pocket at an execution, pities the 
victim of his own practices; but Price could 
rejoice in the fate of a man of real genius, who 
ce ſtepped out of the line of honeſty, and who, 
caught by ſurprize, would have put a period to 
his exiſtence at the moment of his apprehenſion ; * 
but who, poſſeſſing principle, had reſolution, 
manhood, and Chriſtianity, ſufficient to ſtand the 
terror of legal diffolution, We allude to Mr. 
Ryland, who on the 28th of Auguſt, 1783, was 
executed foe forging an Eaſt-India Band... 

3 5 'T his 


5 


„ * 
N . 17 
Y F 
' * 5 
; 4 
— 15 7 
5 a d | i * 1 it 266 
x a 1 
* 
b * 


This man, wboſe fate was [ORE aud 
bing been ordered for execution, our $0c1ay 
MONSTER, intreated the uſe of a dining-room 
window in Oxford- ſtreet, at the houſe of Mr, 
 Babbs. On that day Mr. Price attended, at the 
proper time, and when Mr. Ryland paſſed, he 
blaſted his memory with the commiſſion of the 
very forgeries which he, as Price, had commit. 
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| 0 . ſaid he, « goes one of the moſt i ingenious men 
39 e © in the world, but as wicked as he is ingenious, 
e Hei is the identical man who has done all the 
« miſchief * in the character of Patch—he de- 
Is ſerves his fate—and he would confeſs the fad, 

« jf he was not in hopes of a reſpite ;" which he 
c would have, perhaps, obtained, had not the di- 
ag rectors of the India Houſe been certain that 
it was charity to the public to let him ſuf- 
<« fer.” — Contraſt this with his on conduct 
and comment upon his heart. Ryland died for 
one offence, which he confeſſed, Price hung him- 


2 


he en, denied. 


perhaps, much better, in order of time, as we are 


ted, and as Patch had negociated.— There, 


dei for ten thouſand, WHINE] in his lat moments | 


The above 50 would have come in, 


now | 


Fm} 


dow in thay year 1 and the tranlaction "PEN | 
nened in 17833 but, as it- was at one and the. 
| ame houſe, with one and the fame perſon, we. 
fattered ourſelves, the reader would not like it the 
leſs, if it was inſerted at one and the ſame time. 


Another. anecdote of him the ſame gentleman: 
| has furniſhed us with. About a year after this 
tanſaCtion,. he. met Mr. Babbs in Rathbone= . 
place, and told him he was going to wait on him. 
| torequeſt a favour The latter naturally requeſt- 
ed to know what it was, when he pulled out of. 
his pocket book an adyertiſement ready drawn 
Vp, nearly to the | olleving ee 


— 


WANT ED; 


© By a Ge 8 is a as: 
© whoſe character will bear all due enquiry, a 
* ſituation as a partner in a banking-houſe 
6 He has 10 or 12000 l. ready to advance in 
| & ſuch a plan, and it is hoped none will apply 
* but principals, who muſt be perſons of reputa . 
| © tion and integrity, and whoſe ſtock is adequate 
to the advertiſer's. Direct by the penny poſt, 
| Z =. | to 
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« to A. B. at Mr. Babbs's, an Oxford. 
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| 1 
| * « ſtreet, near Rathbone-place due attention Bi n 
| il cc * be ou * | | m 
| | | ” . he 
# | The favour he had to PR was, Mr. Babe $ ſu 
. permiſſion to direct to his houſe, who ſeeing no lt 

| Section to ſuch an , advertiſement, readily ac. al 
: LET. ne letter caine which Price re. £ 
ceived, but he told Mr. Babbs it would not ab. 
i "Ons thing. alſo, we ſhould have mentioned—he 
changed the A. B. to C. P. as it was a common 
direction, he ſaid, and people Might be induced a 
4] to open his letters. What his motives were may Ki 
be ſhrewdly ſuſpected, but his plan 1 8 Se Vas 8 
niſhed in fumo. I þ 
ll 
5 We cannot congkaſe this year's account of our Wy ic 
| great man without ſhewing the reader that he de 
WW dealt ſometimes in mall e as well as ſua e. 
Bank notes. of 
The elder Poet the father of Price $ ho 

; had been in Greſſe-ſtreet, twice or thrice; but Fr 

| whenever he came, was always directed to take 4 

| 


his ſeat at the farther end of the room, in the 
fame manner as Mr. Babbs's ſhopman,-Think- WW © 


ing 


Ti | 

ing he . ode 2 very pious, Abe old gentle- | 

man for a maſter to his ſon, and who had pro- 
niſed to make him a ſcholar, he thought, alſo, , 

he might get a good cuſtomer, as he appeared as 

full of money as devotion. In one of theſe * 

its he ſolicited his cuſtom, but our hero told 
him—* No, no, Maſter Power, you may de very, 

6 well to 100rk for Jour SON;, ba you muſt not. 
tale MY. LY. magere ..; 25 
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And thus, -baving. given. « &w of My.10l 
advantages out of the many he took of man- 
kind in that year; and the Bank of England 
having by a ſhower of hand- bills, again driven 
lim into obſcurity, like. a ſnail that, had left its 
lime in every manſion where it had cows he 
reticed to his ſhell, where we ſhall leave him till 
he thought proper to exhibit freſh proofs of that 
genius which induced us to compile the memoirs ; 
of this SOCIAL MONSTER... | 8 


Sw 


In the ſummer of wha year ar-178 3, we find Mr. 
Price, again, moſt exceedingly buſy, in matters 
not leſs important to his general reputation, than 
lis preceding conduct for the years 1780 and 
1752 had been to the BANK of ENGLAND in 
2 3: 5 particulars. 
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9 particular. —He thought, that by confining his 


not have full ſcope for an imagination, concey. 


| Beſides. He conſidered that bending th 


Which was neither competent or equal to the 
weight of them, was ſomething like grinding 
a golden pippin under a millſtone.— The juice 
Indeed, was pleaſant, but then it did not afford 


poſſeſſed. — He was, , alſo, ſomething like the 
| conqueror of the world, who cried, becauſe 


Price was never at reſt, and was always upon 


{96 7 


talents to the attack of that one body, it wi 
contracting the limits of his genius, which could 


tion, and execution, fo magnificently brilliant a 


that which adorned both his head and heart, 


whole body of his abilities againſt one enem 


a draught for ſo capacious a ſoul as our herd 


there were no more worlds to conquer; fo Mr. 


the veni vidi vici as long as there was man, wo- 
man, or child breathing, on whom he could 
hurl the darts of his duplicity. 


The following fact will explain Mr. pet 
better than a thouſand comments. 5 


He was very intimate vi a gentleman noW 
living 


Kt. «az 


on TY 


living in K ghtſbridge, Mr. Rebirth; e 
a grocer, but retired from buſineſs. The mea- 
ſures he took to prepare this gentleman, as a 
dupe to the moſt conſummate piece of e 8 
yere : as follow = 3 | | 

Mr. Pri had for a long time paſſed as a 
tock-broker ; and Mr. Roberts had always en- 
tertained that opinion of him. To ſecure his 
good opinion of his independent ſituation in life, 
Mr. Price, frequently uſed to requeſt the favour 
of Mr. Roberts to take a Bank-note or two 
into the city, and get them changed into ſmall 
ones. In this he had a two-fold plot. Firſt, 
he made himſelf a man of conſequence with 
Mr. Roberts, and thereby laid him open to his 
future ſcheme ;- ſecondly, the identical notes 
which Mr. Roberts brought him back, ſerved 
as Copies for Price to engrave his- counterfeit 
ones from. By this manceuvre Price gratified 
his higheſt ſtretch of difimulation—for- thereby 
his Friend became a double . 


Marking wear on in this mode of friendſhip, 
till our hero found Mr. Roberts ready to fall a 
acrifice to any plan he _ propoſe ; who 
| | 1 


= 
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| conſider that it was moſt probable, the name of 


1 27 3 


| being RR n for the a Pric rice in- 
formed his friend, That he was intimate) 

c acquainted. with, an old gentleman, whoſe | 
name was BoxD, who lived in Union Court 
IF « Leather Lane, Holborn, and who was ex- 
3 eeedingly rich, as well in landed as in per- 

d ſonal eſtates; had been a very eminent broker 


in the alley, but had Jong retired. That his 
© monies in the funds were immenſe, and that 
the only relation he had in the world, was 


. one ſiſter, to whom he intended to bequeath 
ce the beſt part of his property this ſiſter was 
< near fifty years of age, had never been mar- 


ried, was determined never. to marry, and 


| that it was impoſſible the old gentleman could 
„live long, as he was very old. very infirm, 
and almoſt eee of going out of doors,” 


The 5 by this time, will 2 800 begin 


3 recollect Mr. Patch or Mr. I ilmott, under 
this deſcription, and, in fact, it meant no other. 
What could induce Mr. Price, who piled as 
many ſchemes upon ſchemes as there were 
ſtones in the tower of Babel, to fix on ſo ſin- 


gular a name, may perhaps be collected, if we 


Bund : 


4 


191 


_ bei or waking, was always uppermoſt 1 
in his thoughts. . That as he well knew that Mr. 


Bond of Bow-ſtreet, had been yearly upon the 
watch for him, the name tripped off his tongue 
as the involuntary impulſe of conſcious guilt. 


This old gentleman, as Price repreſented to 


his friend, had often aſked him to become his 
| executor; had alſo beſought him to recom- 


mend another. perſon, in whoſe fidelity, charac - 
ter, and integrity, this Mr. Bond could repoſe. 
an entire confidence, and that he would make 


it well worth their while, if they would N ; 


undertake ſo friendly and ſolemn an office. 
„Now,“ faid Mr. Price to Mr. Roberts, 


« here is an opportunity for us to make a con- 
« ſiderable ſum in a ſhort time, and, in all 


probability, a very capital fortune in a few 
« years; for the ſiſter being determined never 
« to marry, and having no relations in the 
| © world, there is no doubt but ſhe will leave us. 
* the whole of the eſtate, eſpecially as I now 


« ſtand upon ſuch good terms with her brother, | 


« that after his deceaſe, ſhe will become totally 


- dependent upon ws ſhall ſee Mr. Bond to- 


1 p * . ſhall be We e 725 
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ce 1 . if you will join in the buff the 


% 1 


To. this e propoſal Mr. Robe rts is alt con- MW acc 
ſented, and. we may venture to ſay without Ml bli; 
much heſitation.—In the evening, Price, who MW ma 
| pretended he had been in the city, returned to Mou 
Mr. Roberts and told him that he had ſeen Mr, WW th: 
Bond, who expreſſed great happineſs and eaſi- Wl ex: 
neſs of mind on ſuch a recommendation, and M. 
deſired to ſee him the next day. Accordingly, bar 
our hero appointed to meet him at twelve Won: 
_ o'clock at Mr. Bond's, and in a ſhort time o 
after the appointed hour, Mr Roberts knocked {Wu 
at the door. —He was ſhewn up ſtairs by a lady, ne 
whom Mr. Roberts conceived to have been the n 
ſiſter; but whom we believe was not quite ſo ef 
nearly related. —This lady, introduced him to Hin 
Mr. Bond, ſeated in a great chair, his legs laid Wl to 
in another, his head was covered with a night- be 
cap, and a large flannel covered the lower 558 
of his face. 1 wee ths 


4 


We Lo 3; imagination to y any wa 
ther deſcription. The poor, infirm, weak, de- te 


bilitated old — regretted the abſence 1 B 


11 27 3 ** | 
his ever dear friend Mr. Price, ho was. the molt 


worthy man in the world, and he rang a peal on his | 


friendſhip, honour, honeſty, integrity, &c &c. 
accompanied. with emaciated coughs—Was o- 
bliged to go to the city coffee-houſe—a punctual 
man— never failed an appointment —it was the 


ſoul of buſineſs; and then he told Mr. Roberts 
that his dear friend deſired to meet him there 


exactly at one o'clock He approved highly of 


Mr. Price's recommendation, and was now 


happy in his mind—It wanted but a quarter to 


one he believed, and he hoped Mr. Roberts would 
rot ſail, as his dear friend was exact indeed. The 
uſual compliments paſſed, the pretended unmar- 
tied ſiſter conducted Mr. Roberts to the door, 


who poſted away to the city coffee -houſe, and 
leſt old Maſter Bond; the rich broker, who was 
I reality no other than Mr. Price, and this ſiſter, 
to laugh at Mr. Roberts's credulity. The plot 


began now to thicken, for Mr. Roberts had not 


been five minutes in the coffee-houſe before he 


vas joined by his friend Price, to whom he re- 
apitulated what had paſſed at the old broker's, 
and as ſoon as Price had diſpatched ſome pre- - 
tended buſineſs, he propoſed calling on Mr. 
Bond, This was . ne in by Mr. 


1 Lobe 
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Roberts, yer” Fes they drove to Leather 1d 
but when they came there, they were informel 
by the lady that her brother was juſt gone out i 
a coach on an —_— . ET: 


7 75 „ 4 


* 


like Se, . 0 on the meh "We 
pleatly for ſeveral days, during which time Mt 
Roberts had twice or thrice ſeen the old gentle 
man, though never in the company of his friend 
Price, that the will was made; and on the ſtreng b 
of the joint executorſhip, Mr. Roberts was 
| ſwindled out of very near 1000l, in caſh, an 
bonds to the amount of 2001. more, which fraud 
-was never diſcovered, till Mr, Price's apprehen 
ſion, after which Mr. Roberts got up his bond 
from Mrs. Price, to whom he gave a note f 
the amount, and which he is determined nevet 
to pay « one ſingle nn ons 


How Wette Mr. Roben may appea t 
people who imagine themſelves wiſer, or how: 
ever extravagant the tale my tell, we vouch 
Its NET? = 


1 : LS 
Z ARBOR AI rd 
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But one in a family v was, now, conſider 
by our great man as too inſignificant an in- 


ſtance of his dexterity, in thoſe kind of little 
advantage 


N 


hantages, which has diſtinguiſhed him for. 
jear fifty years 3 ; and therefore, he determined 
hat Mr. Roberts's brother, a Srocer alſo, who 
ately lived in Oxford. Street, but retired too 
rom buſineſs, ſhould experience the effects of 

s ingenuity. He had often been there as Mr... 
Price, had bought a variety of things, and was 
perfectly well known. One day he took the 
pportunity of calling there, in a hackney coach, 
ſpuiſed as an old man, and bought ſome few 
things. In a day or two afterwards he repeat- 
dit, and on a third day, when he knew Mr. Ro- 
derts was from home, he came again, his face ſo 
painted that he ſeemed perfectly in a yellow 
jaundice, The ſhopman, who came from Man- 
cheſter, and to whom he was full of complaints, | 
told him that he had a receipt for that diſorder, 
mote by a very eminent phyſician of that place, 
which had cured his father of it, and offered him 
the preſcription. Price. accepted it, and pro- 
niſed that, if it ſucceeded, he would very libe- | 
nlly reward him for his . | 3 


Having got the receipt, away he drove, and 
in a few days called again, when he appear- 
el perfectly free from the complaint, and ac- 1 
. W N | 
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e his great te to the ſhop 
man, to whom, after he had expatiated- -ON his 
own ſubſtance, the ſhort time he had to live in 
; the world, and the few relations he had to leave 


: any FE to, he made a | rec ped of a 10l 
| Bank note. 34 


hy he reader- need not be told it was a coun- 
terfeit one, but at the ſame time he ſaid, that he 


. wanted caſh for another, which was a 501. and 


Mr. Roberts not being in the way, the ſhop- 


man- ſtepped over to an , oppoſite tradeſman, 
Mr. J. and got change for it. The next day 


having watched Mr. Roberts out, Price called 
again, and intreated the lad to get five other 
501. notes changed for ſmall ones; who, telling 


him his maſter was not in the way, Price beg- 


ged he would take them to his maſter's banker 
and there get them changed. This requeſt the 
lad complied with. The ' bankers, Harley, 


' Burchall, and Co. complied with Mr. Roberts“ 
ſuppoſed requeſt, changed them without ſuſpi- 


cion, and the ſmall notes were the ſame ay 


LY siven to Mr. Price. 


1. was not has! before theſe notes got to the 


Bank, 


. „ 


1 


Bank, and of 8 were FER: - Nancy 55 
took place; they were traced to the banker's, 
and from thence to Mr. Roberts's. The lad 
was interrogated, and he told his ſtory, ſufficient- 
| Iy enough, indeed, for the Solicitor of the Bank 
to know he had been impoſed on by Mr. Patch, 
or rather Mr. Wilmott. The Bank refuſing to . 
take them, the Banker had recourſe to Mr. Ro- 
berts, who likewiſe refuſed to refund the 250]. 
The conſequence was, an action was brought 
againſt Mr. Roberts by the Bankers; it was 
tried in the Court of Common Pleas, in the 
City, before Lord Loughborough, and the plain- 
tiffs obtained a verdict. — Thus were the two 
Mr. Roberts robbed by their old acquaintance 
Price. | 


Had the . caſe reſted here, it might not, per- 
haps, have been more ſtriking than the general 
line of his conduct. But, in this buſineſs, Price 
out-heroded Herod; for Mr. Roberts having 
communicated the ſtory to him, he offered him 
all the aſſiſtance in his power, and was actually 
a principal agent in the ſuit. He not only ad- 
viſed, but was ſubpæned and attended the trial, 
and was, of all others, the moſt active in pro- 

„„ curing 
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fed 


curing wits en the part of f ihe dau 
which buſineſs dolk Mr. Roberts an addi 
1001. | | 
But, though the Seng a at . had en. 
groſſed his attention to private plunder, yet, in 
the Autumn he returned to the favourite amuſe- 
| ment—his depredations © on the Bank of Eng- 
land. N 
Fo For this purpoſe we again trace him in the 
name of HENRY Schurz, at Mr. Connoly's, 
ſhoe and patten warehouſe in Swallow-ſtreet 
Ty Oxtord-fireet. It is remarkable, likewiſe, that 
during the. whole routine of his amuſementz, he 
never once W that 3 „ 4 


19 


; 
1 1 
80 xk 
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12 api firſt ſtroke that ſeaſon, we find to hare 
been ſtruck on Monday the '6th of October, 
when he ſent by a waiter, from one of the coffee- 
houſes, near the *Change, fourteen counterfeit 
notes of fifty pounds each, with directions to get 
them changed for ſeven notes of one hundred 
pounds each, which latter were actually deliver- 
ed to the waiter, in lieu of the former, and came 
_ afe into the hands of our hero. 


The 
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The recaliar time of his ſtriking this ſevere 
blow, adds {till more to his reputation as A great 
man—It proves that he knew how to take time 


by the forelock; and alſo that he entertained a very | 


— 


high opinion of the doctrine of ftriking whi the 
irm is bet. — But to more matter with Iſs words. - 


The 6th of October was the day, which gave 


ſuch infinite ſatisfaction to all ranks of people, 
i. e. who delight in fine ſights, by the proclama- 
tion of peace with France and Spain.— During 


this ceremony at the Change, when all eyes 


and hands were buſy, and every attention fixed, 
either in converſation or reflection, he diſpatched 
the above emiſſary to the Bank, where, i in the 
general hurry of the moment, the notes were 
changed without heſitation, though not without 
ee | : 


| This circumſtance proves Mr. Price a moſt 


able politician; for whilſt all Europe was at 


peace, he was levying hoſtilities on his great | 


enemy, the Bank of England, and at a moment 
too, when he thought it moſt propable that they 
might be taken by ſurprize.— A ſtroke of gene- 


zalſhip, not unworthy the attention of thoſe 


A 2 3 | . whoſe 
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5 whoſe humane buſineſs it, is, 15 the la 50 f 
arms and honour, to lay waſte kingdoms, a 
reduce the W thereof. to 2 85 a 
ruin. . ons 
bh We are in poſſeſſion alſo of another effort 
his genius this ſeaſon, to levy a contribution on; 
- gentleman of fortune and character, Mr.— 0 
Lincoln's Inn Fields, a Portugueze Jew—Thi 
gentleman had advertiſed a quantity of very u 
\  Juable diamonds for ſale, and Mr. Shcutz, whor 
the reader may recolle& in the character of Mr 
\ Johnſon at Amſterdam, and thereby poſſeſſng 
knowledge of that article, wrote to Mr. 
a letter in his uſual diſguiſed hand, requeſting th 
gentleman to wait on him with them, pleading 
his age and infirmity as an excuſe for not attend 
ing in perſon. | 


This gentleman, however, not being i in 
ſtile of a tradeſman, whoſe duty it 1s, as well 
buſineſs, to attend the commands of his cul 
tomers, declined the honour of attending 0 
great man, and ſent word back that Mr. Shcut 
might wait upon him and ſee the diamonds | 
- he * Le, 1 


| Thou 


b 23 1 


Though this anſwer, perhaps, a little diſcon- 
certed our hero, with regard to the outline of 

his general mode of maneeuvring, yet it opened 
a door of communication to the execution of 
his particular project; and d conſequently, he took 
that advantage of it which no great general ever 
neglects, viz. drawing his lines of circumyalla- 
tion, He, therefore, waited on Mr. - ina 
hackney coach, but choſe. to ſee the diamonds 
without getting out of it, apologizing for the 
trouble on account of the GET. he had © to 
. get in and e out | of a coach. 


* 


Tt may n not be amiſs here to Kate in what n man- 


ner he was diſguiſed, at the time of his lodging 
at Mr. Conolly's, in Swallow-ftreet. All the 
diſguiſe of the lower part of his perſon was pre- 
ſerved; but he had changed his ſurtout into a 
black camblet one, which gave him a clerical ap- 
pearance. His head was ornamented with a 
wig, ſuch as the center figure of the frontiſpiece 
deſcribes; the cape of the ſurtout was buttoned 
up over his chin, and the whole face painted ſo 
as to give him the appearance of a perſon vio- 
lently afflicted with the yellow jaundice His 
accent and broken ſpeech were preſerved, he al- 
wy walked leaning. on his cane, exceedingly © 
: feeble, 


| 1 yy his 3 bracdiee was to tum 
| ſharp round, and ſurvey every ſide and. behind 


tg bim, no doubt to N if he Was followed Or 
even N | 3 


* 


TY 


55 was in pct ae he waited on M. | 
and having ſeen the diamonds, which we are in- 
2 formed were valued at near 5oool. a bargain | 
Was ſtruck. Our diamond merchant then pre. 
. tended he was going into the City to ſell Stock, 
and would call the next day and pay for the dia- 
monds in Bank notes, which was ſettled to have 
| been between the hours of twelve and one. | 


| ++ By . however, of ht 5 power, 
which ſometimes defeats the deepeſt of the hu- 
man deſigns; or, perhaps, by the deſertion of 
that genius which ſet all our hero's projects 
afloat, Mr. Schutz was now counteracted.—On 
that day, that very day, which he was to bave 
waited on Mr. —— , Sir Sampſon - Wright, 
Meſſrs. Acton, Bond, &c. &c. &c. waited on 
Mr. Schutz, They unkennelled, but they could 
not earth the fox, and thus he a third time ran to 
cover. It is a ſingular fact too that + Chairman 
gave the information, and that Mr. John Shallard 
and Mic, 5 ohn Atkins, two of the Bow-ftreet 
| officers, 
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* were left in waiting ſeveral days at Mr. 
Connoley 8, but old reynard never returned. 


This circumſtance 3 204 us wa MT 
ſuit of him much farther than any we have yet 
heard of. Mr. Pearſon, one of his Majeſty's 
meſſengers, was, in this year, going with an ex- 
preſs to Lord North, who was then either at 
Hythe, or Dover. When he came to Dart- 
ford, he called for a chaiſe immediately, but the 
waiter gave him to underſtand, that there was 
only one pair of horſes at home, and thoſe an. 
elderly gentleman, who was s going OY had 
already beſpoke. 


Fd 


Mr. Pearſon ft having thoſe horſes, 
as he was on his Majeſty's ſervice, and ſhewing 
the badge of his expedition, the ſilver greyhound, 
the waiter went to the old gentleman, told him 
the circumſtance, and with many apologies 


added, that the King” 8 meſſenger muſt have the 
horſes. 


The old ok complained very much of 
this uſage, ſaid he was in as great a hurry as his 
Majeſty's meſſenger, and that his buſineſs was, 
perhaps, much more important. Whoever this 
ST 'old 


(1. 


: old gentleman. was, he certainl 55 thaw fuk 
truth, which our hero never did, except for a 
knaviſh purpoſe, It was agreed, however, be. 

1 tween the two, as a matter of favour and accom. 

dation on the part of Mr. Pearſon, that the di 

Sentleman ſhould accompany him to the nex 

| ſtage, and accordingly they rode together as fir 
as Sittingbourne, which is two ſtages ſrom Dart- 

ford; but in the way, a circumſtance happered 

that pave. no little ſurprize to os 8 
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This old e a green tin canniſte 
with him, ſuch as holds ſugar in private families, 
and are faſtened with padlocks, which caniſter 

was very heavy, and Mr. Pearſon obſerved, that 

his companion never ſuffered an hoſtler or waiter 
to touch it. By the rou ghneſs of the road, 

however, and the jolting of the chaiſe, between 
Rocheſter and Sittingbourne, the padlock gave 
way, and out tumbled a large quantity « of gui- 
neas, which circumſtance rather a little fur 
5 prized him. 


| Having parted at F PE Pear- 
ſon went on his buſineſs, which having diſpatch- 
ed, next day he returned to town. Read- 
ng the advertiſement from the Bank of Eng- 
land 
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und reſpeing, Mr. Schutz, which was again 9078 


+ ; 
6 moſt copiouſly diſtributed in hand- bills on Ms: 
Wiciog routed from Swallow-ſtreet, it truck 
2 Mr. Pearſon, that his companion muſt have been 


the identical perſonſo advertiſed. —He: acquaint- 
ed the Secretary of State of it, who ſent him to 
sir Sampſon Wright, who ſent him to Mr. Ac- 
ton, and who, with the boy that Mr. Schutz had 
had in Swallow-ſtreet, immediately ſet off, and 
traced the ſuppoſed delinquent to Calais, having 
rſt obtained a credential from the Secretary of 
State, to the Miniſter of the Court of France, 
ſtating the dangerous forgeries committed on 
the Bank of England, and requeſting the offend- 
er might be delivered up, if found in France. 


On Mr. Acton's arrival at Calais, he imme- 
dately waited on the Lieutenant de Police and 
delivered the Secretary of Sate's letter, which 
was directly e to Faris. Gt 
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The circum. Fa which we are 
now going to relate, though we do not poſi- 
tively aſſert it to be a fact; yet, this we declare, 

that we have it from a een, whoſe vera- 


city 


„ 1 1 


city cannot Vs queſtioned e we enter. 
tain no o doubt of its N and i is as 1720 + 


On the AY ati Mr. Afton? 8 ries at G | 
lain, having already traced the gentleman whom | 
he was in ſearch of, and to apprehend whom he 
was only waiting for the French miniſter's an- 
ſwer, he met 27 fatto, no leſs a gentleman than 
Mr. Price; who no doubt, knowing Mr. Addon, 
accoſted, and very civilly enquired his buſineſ 
at Calais.—Mr. Acton having given him a 
light hint of the buſineſs, Mr. Price offered 
his ſervices, and promiſed to 825 Fl {tri eye 
on as old getleman. | 


The Perm nb for apprehenſion arriving in 
two or three days, the man, ſuſpected to have been 
the long-wiſhed-for Maſter Patch, was taken and 
brought before the Lieutenant of the police; 
before whom it unfortunately turned out, that it 
was a perſon who had ran away from the King's 
cuſtom-houſe at Perth in Scotland, for embez- 
zling his Majeſty's ſtores, which he had con- 
verted into ready money, had come to London, 
from thence, in his way to Dover, and which 
accounted for the gold in the green canniſter, 
part of which ſtory was told at the time in al 
the ben papers. 1 


| 1 

| e 

But the defence of this gentleman, when under 
examination before the Lieutenant de Police, 
was as ingenious as that of ours when in cuſ- 


tody at Oſtend.—He declared that he was an 


went in the ſervice of America and Holland, 


employed to buy ſtores for their uſe ; and that 


having been detected, he was compelled to make. 
x precipitate retreat from RO: 


As Mr. Acton wad no Seed for this man 


to be delivered up, and if he had, we are certain 
it would not have been complied with; and 


as the boy which Mr. Acton took with him, 


knew nothing of him, he was of courſe diſ- 
charged. — A circumſtance which muſt have 
afforded an exceeding diſappointment to Mr, 


Acton, and the higheſt diverſion and exultation 


to our hero, as he had occular demonſtration 


that not only his great enemies were on a wrong 
ſcent; but that he was even free from all man- 


— — 


ner of ſuſpicion. Had he, therefore, ever read 
Virgil, well might he have exclaimed, 
Per varios caſus, per tot diſcrimina rerum 
Tendimus. 


\ 


i 


This was the exultation of that hero, when | 
I'd al 
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3 al is tempeſts; ſtorms, and- ae, 
he landed RH on the Latium Cots 


To readers, 1 55 like our great man, bal 
never had an opportunity of reading Virgi, 
(we hope they will not be offended with the 

_ compariſon) but, perhaps, are very intimatch 
: acquainted with an author of much greater re- 
putation, our immortal SHAKESPEARE, we may 
| ſtand excuſed for endeavouring to Angliciſe the 
above quotation. — They may recolle& the 
gradations of villainy in King Richard, and his 
exclamation on the accompliſhment, N 

Thus far we ſail before the ins. 
But when they have brought to their memory, 
the determined and ſettled wicked purpoſes 

of that royal and poetical ann, in another 
ſubſequent line, 

Thus BAD begins, but WORSE remains Jebing 
They may not, perhaps, think either or both of 
thoſe lines at all inapplicable to our REAL SOCIAL 
MONSTER.—With one obſervation only, we 
ſhall cloſe this ſhort digreſſion. The reader mul 

by no means conceive, that the latter line has 
any analogy to the LIT TIE ZENEAs of Virgi 


_—_— his purſuits were quite of a different 
6 + OS > textule; 


— DS 
texture; but that, though the former may has 


ome affinity, yet, coupled together, they are 
the ſole and. exclufive property al OUR GREAT 


hal WW CaanLes PRICE. J 
the To „ Ancahis circumſtanee alfo, 
teh WW ſeems very materially to confirm the former 


information. — We have it from indiſputable 
nay Wi authority likewiſe, that a reſpectable gentleman, 
the in a reſpectable office in the Bank of England, 
the WW has recently declared, 

bus THAT THE BANK HAD PAID MONEY 
10 CHARLES PRICE To APPREHEND 
HIMSELF ; 


TT, Putting, 3 this, that, a the aka toge- 5 
ber, it is not at all unlikely, that the ſolicitor 
der of the Bank of England did ſee our great man 


| at Calais, and that he did reward him for his 
; afiduity in keeping his eye on the old gentle- 
man, the embezzler of his Majeſty's ſtores. 


we 
ul WY vith theſe anecdotes in preference to thoſe little 
. advantages which he took in the courſe of this 
ly 


ear, with thoſe tradeſmen, into whoſe good 
graces he had, for a ſeries of years, ſo artiully 


ei | Bb 2 and 


We have thought proper to treat the reader 
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and ſo effectually inſinuated himſelf, —Th 
reader, we hope, will excuſe us the rather y 
- thoſe anecdotes have novelty in them, and he. 
_ cauſe, we are afraid we muſt be under the x. 
ceflity of introducing a few more little advan. 
tages in the courſe of the ſubſequent jeu. 
_ Suffice it therefore to ſay, that Mr. — wh 
kept a lace ſhop, and Mr. Donaldſon, bookſeller 
in St. Paul's Church Yard, with ſome other, 
who have not authorized us to make uſe of their 
names, were ſufferers this year; but with note 
of double the ſum to thoſe of any preceding ſa 
ſon in which our hero had commenced his Bank 
of England campaign. We ſhall take the liber- 
ty, therefore, of concluding this year's account 
with an exploit equally novel, oqually —_—_ 
and equally effective. 


Having found out a fit object to d his e 
ceptions on, in the perſon of Mr. E—, who was an 
eminent merchant in the city; and having tra- 
ced his connections at Amſterdam, to even ob- 
taining a letter, which came from a merchant 
there to Mr. E—, he began his attack on that 
| gentleman as follows: | 


He accoſted nies on . in another a. 
| gui 


45 
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guiſed character, and told * that hs ted - 
ceived a letter from a correſpondent of theirs, | 

at Amſterdam, whoſe name he mentioned, 
which informed him, that a perſon of the name of 
Trevors, who frequented the Change, had defraud- 

en, Ned the Dutch merchant out of a 1000]. and that 

wi” the latter requeſted Mr. E. 's aſſiſtance, in the re- 
len covery of the whole, or any part of it he could get. 


* 

n 

— rV— = FE Br my ¾]t.⅛'! 2 An II He Irs nor 
— — 


N * 
« k © 
— —1u . . —˙ een ee. EDT a Sade 
— 


e — e ⁵˙iww ̃Äw1- ] aro ere 


heir Having thus opened the buſineſs, he then pro- 

ot Wl duced the letter to Mr. E—, who having read 

ſea it, did not entertain the leaſt ſuſpicion, but what 

ank it was the hand-writing of his Amſterdam cor- 

er- Bi :cſpondent. He therefore, not only gave credit 

unt WW to the writing, and implicitly believed every. _ 

lar, word of the ſtory, which our ingenious hero TH 
had trumped up, more effeQually to carry his 
plan into execution; but offered his aſſiſtance, 

le. WY noſt readily, in any plan that nga be Ty | 

an WF to favour his Dutch friend. 


* 
* 
— — — _ 
—— — — — nos „1414 


- 
—— —— — —ñ 


b- As he had thus far paved the way with ſuc- 
nt i ©, he then began to adviſe Mr. E— how to 
at manage the matter. To-morrow,” faid our 
0 man, « moſt likely, he will be upon 
hange.—He always frequents the Dutch 
. 1 BFU 3 8—˙»2• 


\ 3 : 
| ; 


[294 ] 


cc Walk, and ! is dreſſed in a 1704 ſurtout, with a 
« white wig. He has ſquare-toed ſhoes, with / 
s little buckles, and all the remainder of his 
4 dreſs is ſo plain, that it is nearly i in the Rile of 
e a quaker's. —Your beſt way will be to accoſt 
c him, get into converſation with him, intro. 
« duce the mercantile affairs of Amſterdam; 
« and by pretending that he can be of ſervice 
4 to you, invite him home to dine with YOu, 

« You may then break the buſineſs, ſhow him 
the letter, and inform him, that unleſs he re- 
c funds the whole, or part of the money, im- 
6 mediately, you will expoſe the matter to the 
« merchants. By this means, I don't doubt, but 
« you may obtain a good part of the property 
« back again, as he is rich, and has always caſh 
© or notes about him, and would rather pay 
« than be expoſed.” 


ws 


Mr. E— highly approved of this plan, and 
after ſome few-ceremonies they parted, he being 
much pleaſed with an opportunity of doing, 
as he thought, ſuch an eſſential ſervice to his 
Dutch friend; but particularly with the means 
by which he was to accompliſh it. The natu- 


ral bent on our inclinations to outwit each other, 
| naturally 


* 


007) - 
naturally accounts for ſuch extravagant ſim- 
blicity. „ e 


* 

The next hey our Ae on the Dutch 
wal, and in the dreſs he had ſo minutely de- 
ſcribed the day before. Mr. E— followed the 
advice given him, the reſult of which was, an 
invitation to dinner, and an acceptance on the 
part of our great man.— When the cloth was 
removed, Mr. E— gave the ſignal to his Lady 
and family to retire, for he had previouſly in- 
formed them of the buſineſs, and then he began 
to open to Mr. Trevors, in as delicate a man- 
ner as he could, the purpoſe of the invitation. 


Our hero acknowledged the charge, in part, 
affected great remorſe, declared his intention was 
to pay, - begged he might not be expoſed on 
'Change, and offered to pay 5001. down, in 
caſy Mr. E. would bury the matter in oblivion. 
This being readily promiſed on Mr, E.“ s part, 
Mr. Trevors then preduced a 10001. note, 
which he faid, he would give to Mr. E. if the 
latter would give him th other moiety, Not 
having ſufficient caſh and notes in the houſe, 
Mr. Trevors * a draft upon Mr. E.'s 

Banker, | 


1 1 


6 Banker, which being given, after ſome ſhort 


time our hero took his leave, rejoicing no le 
at the ſucceſs of his artifice, than Mr. E. did 


a . Me Aonfirden 


- correſpondent. | 


The 1 next morning, . his Randes was 


5 conſiderably abated, for the note having been 
found a forged one, he ran to his Banker's to 


ſtop payment; but, unfortunately, too late, for 
a porter, who ſeemed to have been followed by 
a tall, thin woman, into the banking-houſe, had 


obtained notes for the draft four hours before 


Mr. E.'s N to ſtop payment. 


We have thus, as briefly as the nature of it 
would allow, told this anecdote of our great 


man. Should the reader be ſurprized at the cre- 


| dulity of Mr. E—, let him reflect a moment on 
the impoſitions, which in all probability may 


have been practiſed on himſelf, and, perhaps, 


his ſurprize will leſſen, We have alſo given 


the fact without a comment, in order to let the 


reader's imagination have full ſcope for reflec- 


tion.—If it guards him againſt impoſition, * 


have fulfilled our intentions. „ 


1 1 


| me now to the fifth year of our hero's | 
hiſtory reſpecting his attacks on the Bank of 
England As his former depredations had 
cauſed ſuch a conſternation among the Diree- 
tors, and his hair-breadth eſcapes had hitherto. 
| been ſucceſsful, but often extremely and criti- 
| cally dangerous, he now choſe a ſtill more cau- 
tious mode of continuing his artifices. 


He had previouſly removed Mrs. Price from 
| Charlotte-Row, Liſſon-Green, to St. George's- 
Row, which is between Tyburn and. Kenſing- 
| ton Gravel Pits, and overlooks Hyde-Park.— 
Mrs, Hickeringill was in a houſe, in the name 
of ANN POLTON, at No. 3, on the Terrace, 
| Tottenham Court Road. It is remarkable too, 
that the new buildings was a ſpot that he never 
quitted, during his attacks on the Bank, fave his 
lodgings at Mr, Connolly's, in Swallow-ſtreet, 


which is cloſe by, ſo that this quarter Was al. 
ways the fe. great actions. | 
| Having prepared every thing in readineſs for 


is campaign, he opened his trenches ” the fol- 
lowing advertiſement: 1 


WANTED, 


to purchaſe thoſe articles, 
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WANTED, 


e Two young men, Who hw been uſed to 
te the linen and drapery buſineſs They muſt be 


« honeſt and ſober, and their character bear 


c every enquiry.— Good wages will be given, 
«- provided they are approved of. Apply to 
K. V. Z. at Slaughter's — St 
b Martin s-lane.“ 


1 
1 


. nmerous young men who ap- 


plied, two had the misfortune to be ſelected as 
his agents; but the injury which poſlibly it 


might do them to expoſe their names to the 
public, prevails on us to keep them ſecret, and 


nerous and liberal minded readers. 


To theſe young men Mr. Pol rox, for ſuch was 
now our hero's name, pretended he was a factor 


for a conſiderable houſe abroad, for the purpoſe 


of purchaſing and exporting Iriſh linens, &c. 
&c.—He then ſent them out to different ſhops 
with his forged notes, 
and they obeved his directions, e till this ſcheme 


Was alſo blown * 


The 


Ti 


being 


the u 
guiſe 


ever | 


| It 1 
indiv 


feren 


the i 
whic] 
trodu 


| and | 


the p 
nens, 


z 
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The reader nt readily conceive, without its 
being repeated, that theſe lads were followed by 
the uſual emiſſary, that our hero was ſtill diſ- 
guiſed; ſo that it was W he ſhould be 
ever taken. 


I weld likewiſe, be ſuperflucus to recite the 
individual advantages he took this year, of dit- 
| ferent tradeſmen; as they were all conducted on 
the identical plan he had before purſued, and 
which is already pretty fully related, viz. in- 
troductory letters, converſations as Mr. Price 
| and Mr, Polton, and the ſcheme wound up by 


the purchaſe which his two agents made of li · 
nens, Nc. K 


We muſt obſerve, however, that from tens, 
twenties, and thirties, he had this year changed 
his plan to forties and fifties, even up to a hun- 
dred and two hundred pounds forged Bank 
notes; ſo that inſtead of intitling them ble, 
we _ now fairly ſtile them great — — 


Mr. Woolerton, however, linen draper, of 
Oxford-ſtreet, and Mr. Robinſon, linen draper, 
at Seven Dials, near Monmouth-ftreet (which 

85 Was 


tlemen; and ſo cloſe, that he had no time to re- 


following advertiſement: 


cc deſcription, ſtands charged with felohy ; who- 


« Sir Sampſon Wright, at the above Office, 


« on. her commitment. The 
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was hee to the ſpot where our hero honourel 
the air with his firſt breath) with ſome: wits? =-N 


5 gentlemen, | in the ſame branch, were fortunate «R 
| enough to recover their property back; though « the 
they were no little ſufferers by the loſs of the ba. cle 


lance, which was always tolerably conſiderable, af 


5 half and half. Suffice it that our hero was again « thi 


cloſely purſued by the Bank and Bow-ſtreet gen- tit 


move the property of ſeveral tradeſmen who be 7 = 
Tad no. | ng © as 
5 „ 6 in; 

| -1 2 | 7 > 2 £5, ; ; 5 5 . . | 6 
Thus again Ae he and his female agent bo 
were again routed from their quarters by the n 2 
“ ant 


Pusklie-Orrier, Bow-skTEEr. . 
W 2 June I 6th, 1 1784 
A F E E 0 N V. 


« Whereas 2 woman 8 the n 
« ever will apprehend her, and bring her before 


« ſhall receive two hundred pounds reward 15 


6 
3 8 * 
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The 100 woman lately Iived in a . 
« No. 3, on the Terrace, Tottenham-Court- 5 


« Road, by the name of Aux Pol rox: She 


« then was dreſſed in a black ſilk gown, black 
« cloak, and a black bonnet; ſhe appears, or 


6 affects to be, very old and decrepid, though 


| « there is ſtrong reaſon to believe that it is fic- 


© titious: She is rather above the middle. ſize, 
« thin face, and when ſhe hired the above houſe, 


« and until Monday laſt, uſual ly wore cloaths 


as above deſcribed, but on that day was dreſſed 
jn a dark blue ſtriped linen or cotton gown, black 


& bonnet and cloak, a black handkerchief tied 
« round her neck, a black patch on her chin, 
© and another on her right cheek, and had a 
© bundle tied in a white handkerchief, light co- 
© Joured hair in looſe curls, without powder. 


« She has lately been ſeen as affecting a deſpond- 
© ing ſituation, in the fields in the above neigh- 


« bourhood, She 1 is connected with a man whe 


© has appeared very aged and, infirm, but not- 


© withſtanding, hath been obſerved to walk very 


* well when he ſuppoſed he was noticed. 
WE ED. 9 i 


„ The man appears to be aged, about five 
feet ſeven or eight inches high, generally 
| %%; ! 


L 30 15 13 5 = ; 
ce wearing a morning gown, with a cap over his 
c face, and a large hat flapped ; walks decrepid, | [0s 


ce with a tick, as if infirm, and wears ſpe&a. WE 
te cles.—Has ſeveral times walked down to the 


c (tables adjacent to the terrace, and is the fame 0 
“ perſon frequently before advertiſed, under 0 mo 
C0 ferent deſcriptions. | take. 
yerne 


« Tt is earneſtly requeſted that all hour. MI lis ti 
ce keepers in the ſeveral ſtreets, &c. between 1 
cc the Middleſex Hoſpital and the out build- II 
c ings towards Marybone, will give particular 
cc attention to this advertiſement,” ” 


The reader will ſee, by the above advertiſe: | 
OR ns 1 ; unrul 
ment, that it was aimed more at our heroine, than 
our hero; but we are afraid, and muſt lament, 
that the majority of her friendly aſſiſtances to 

Mr. Price, will be for ever buried in oblivion; Wl ra 
unleſs the aboye lady will condeſcend, like ano- 2 
ther frat] one, to publiſh her hiſtory, and furniſh beaſt 
the world with An Apology for the Life of Mij 
« Catherine Hicteringill'' which if ſhe does, Ww 
there is no doubt but it wall be read by every wag 
perion of 83 0 and fa aſbion 2 05 the coun 4 
. Po . word 


99 4 
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try, and the publiſher pocket the Ne of the 
fle « TWENTY editions at leaſt. 


We ought not to let flip a FT ODA e that 
had nearly brought our hero to his Home, i. e. to 
take up his lodging with Mr. Fenwick, the go- 
vernor of Tothilfields Bride well, a little before 
his time. 


The preceding advertiſement mentions his 
having ſeveral times walked down to the fables 
adjacent to the Terrace. Indeed, he uſed every 
| morning, to take a pleaſure in viewing a ſta- 
ble lad dreſs a horſe, which was very vicious and 
unruly when he was ſcraped down with the cur- 
ry-comb, and would bite and kick moſt furioul- - 
ly, for which he was as furiouſly cudgelled with a 
broom- ſtick.— Mr. Polton uſed to delight in 
this, and no doubt, from his natural propenſity 
to ſee all God Almighty's creatures, man and 
beaſt, ee teazed and een 


Whilſt this operation was performing; he 
would lean on his ivory-headed cane, and chuckle 
and prin moſt confoundedly, but never ſpeak a 
word, keeping, at the ſame time, a moſt ſpecial | 

© c 2 | look 


- 
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lock out. Wen one of the officers 1 Boy. 
ſtreet was delivering the  hand-bills, which were 


copies of the above advertiſement, he heard a 
ſtable- boy ſuddenly and vehement! Y, on the 
reading the bill, exclaim « If this is not my oll 
« man, Vll be D——D! 1 Entering, therefore, 
into converſation, our hero was traced to ſome 


gardens, the bottom of Tottenham-Court Road, 


called the Adam and Eve, which he was fond 
of frequenting, and was there miſled by a mi- 
nute; for whilſt the officer went in at one door 
our great man 1 out at che other. 5 
we are e at laſt, to that poi of 
time, when every man, who quits the path of 
virtue and honeſty, muſt fall a ſacrifice to his 


own ſchemes, however deep and well planned 
| they may have been.—Not that there was ever 


ſuch a time with our great man he never quitt 
thoſe paths, becauſe he had never walked in 
them — his road from his cradle to his grave, was 


the road of vice and diſhoneſty, of fraud, rapine, 


and plunder, of diſſimulation and hypocriſy.—He 
was born to bite mankind, and he made the beſt 


uſe of thoſe weapons with which nature, in an 
5 en 


fre. 


l ; 
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angry mood, had e her SOCIAL MON= 
| STER. | : | 


His various deceptions in the Lireulation of : 
| forged notes, now becoming highly dangerous, 
he turned his thoughts to a new ſpecies, equally - 
artful, and for a time equally ſucceſsful. 


Still in asg, he went to he cola : 
about *Change—got a boy to take 101. to the 
Bank, giving him directions to the teller, who 
gives the cuſtomary ticket to the caſhier who 
pays. With this ticket the lad had orders, in- 
ſtead of purſuing the teller's direction, to the 
caſhier, as is uſua}, when out of ſight of the 
teller, to turn round another way, and return to 
the coffee-houſe. There he uſed to alter the 
ticket from 101. to 100 l. by adding an o, ora 1, 
to any other ſum where the addition was eaſy 
and might puzzle the teller, as from 101: to100l. 
or from 50 l. to 150 l. &c. and then ſend it by 
another hand,. to the en wh ne it unſl we 
. | . 


This ſcheme was his lat, and he e praiſed” 8 
frequently with ſucceſs, till- having received a | 


Ce 3 Bank 


8 „ 1 

Bank note, which he, wiſe, tn at Mr. Al 

dus's, a pawn- broker, in Berwick-Areet, which 

quence of the forged ticket on the n ke 
Was there apprehended. | | 


| laſt to detect him, were as 7 : 


_ ASSEMBLY Room in Weſtminſter; and his 
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note was one that had been given in conſe. | 


. maden „ which 1 led at 


'T his note had many ie and; Price WY tcnb: 


15 ein diſguiſed ſeveral of them, by additions to, 3 
and trifling alterations of the names, in the 


ſame manner as was lately detected in a certain 


the! 

friend, the od GENTLEMAN, whom we have al- 
ready once or twice mentioned, not being then C 
at his elbow, at that time probably engaged in ter, 
ſome other equally honourable employ, Mr. ger 
Price left one indorſement ftanding entire. This Par 
led to Mr. Aldus's, who knew him by the name tho! 
of PowzEI, where he came two or three times a ſtrie 
week, and pledged things of value, but whoſe MW in t 
reſidence Mr, Aldus could never find out, not- fata 
withſtanding he cauſed him to be frequently fol- tho 
Jowed, on account of the great ſingularity of Su 


his character, although 1 


The 


. 3 


EW 7 
The principal reaſon, nevertheleſs, was, on 
account of the Pawnbrokers AR, then in agita- 
tion, and Mr. Aldus having ſome reaſon to ap- 
prehend his deſign might have been to have 
brought qui tam actions for uſurious intereſt; 
but he could never trace him home, as his ſpy 
always loſt him in or about Portland-ſtreet, 
where Mrs. Price, at that time lived, at Mr. 
Bailey's, a paſtry cook, or in a Meuſe in Tot- 
tenham- ſtreet, where Mrs. Poulteney lived in the 
name of TAYLOR, the private door to which. 
houſe was ſo intricate, that he could enter it be- 


fore it was poſſible for the followye to get up to 
the Meuſe gate. | 


On this really important diſcovery, Mr. Win⸗ 
ter, (for no doubt was entertained that the for- 


ger of the teller's tickets was the notorious OLD + 


PATCH) was immediately for puſhing away to 
thoſe places in purſuit of, and to make the 
ſtricteſt enquiry, which warm and honeſt zeal 
in the ſervice of the Bank would have proved as 
fatal as any of the ſchemes hitherto planned, al- 
though as multitudinous as the motes in the 
Sun's beams. But Mr. Clark; (Mr. Bond be- 
ing then a magiſtrate) who underſtood TRAP - 
much better than Mr. Winter, adviſed every 


thing 
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' thing to remain quiet, and on this ground of at- 
_ gument, that where the forger came two or 
three times a week, and was {till unſuſpeRed, 
there he would come again; and beſides, as there 
was every reaſon. to imagine that he was paying 


hero 

wante 
preſſe 
Was, 
woulc 


the way to make Mr. Aldus the dupe of ſome {ll parlo 
very noble exploit, our hero's great foul . hero 
at dehance the proverb, that. | conſc 
o birds are not 10 be caught, with de 1 
As Mr. Clark's advice was adhered to, a | tural 
officer whoſe name was Thomas Ting, was TA 
placed at Mr. Aldus's in waiting. The bird WM bim 
did come, and he fell into the trap, which was N 
rom 


on the fatal fourteenth day of January, in the 
year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred be n 
and eighty-ſix—A day, that ought to be blot⸗ 


ted out of the calendar; and to be a day of ea 
mourning for Prigs of all denominations, though how 
a Cc 


they, we can ſcarcely call them GENTLEMEN, | 
the Bank of England, had the hardneſs of —> 


heart to ſing TE. DEUM on the melancho! all 
occaſion. 5 
per, 


| When the dreadful fignal was Pes Mr. be, 


Ting came round into the little box, w where our 


: 


ob 
vero moſt undauntedly ſtood, and told him, he 
wanted to ſpeak with him. Mr. Powel ex- 
| preſſed his ſurprize, deſired to know who he 
was, and his buſineſs; but Mr. Ting replied, he 
would tell him if he would ſtep into Mr. Aldus's 
parlour ; to which place, as we are afraid, our 
| hero went with all the horror of hell! on his £ 
conſcience. - 


When in the parlour he ſoon reſumed his na- 
| tural violence, he aſked the officer if he wanted 
to rob him, and beſtowed ſome few epithets on 
him; but when Mr. Ting told him, that he 
had orders to detain him till ſome perſon came 
from Bow-ftreet, and that in the mean time 
he muſt be ſearched, not the ſtorm that wreck- 
ed the Haleſwell Indiaman raged fiercer or more 
dreadful than our great man, — His paſſion, 
however, ſoon ſubſided, and he ſubmitted with 
a complacency that did honour to his affability 
—Nay, he pulled out Bank notes to the amount 
of 1151, with ſome few guineas; but when Mr. 
Ting found a parcel of fine paper called fan pa- 
fer, in his pocket, and aſked, what that was for? 
he, without heſitation, replied, © He had bought 
it to make his children AIR BALLOONS.” —This 
quick 
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5 quick reply proves him to have been ray 
great man, and in full poſſeſſion of that quality, 


„ neceſſary to all n n, viz. Preſence of 


— ; 


He declared, however, that this proceeding 
was MIGHTY ODD, that he would bring action 
upon action againſt his detainer, and began 

to abuſe Mr. Aldus; but when Mr, Clark 
came in, who knew him immediately, and ſaid, 
8 How do you do, Mr. PRICE be 


A fudden damp fruck 1 to his ns / and 9 
"Gu tremblings W his * 


He degged he michth be —_— to 20 to his 
wife, who he ſaid was of a delicate conſtitution, 


and acquaint her of the buſineſs, as from ano- 


ther mouth it might have a dangerous effect on 
her; nay, he actually offered Mr. Ting the hun- 


| dtred and fifteen pounds as a ſecurity for his return 


This, however, for many weighty reaſons, not 
being poſſible to be complied with, Mr. Aldus 

undertook the diſagreeable taſk, whilſt our great 
man was conducted by Mr. Ting, arm in arm, 


to that houſe where many a great man before 
bim 


e 


upon his honour, he would return again. 


Thus were the Directors of the Bank of Eng- 


and made happy in the detection of ſo dangerous 


an offender, Mr. Charles Price, one of their very 


worſt enemies, and by one of their very beſt 
friends, Mr. John Clark, for which ſervice alone, 
excluſive of his numerous others to that great 
| body, a genteel ſalary, for life, ought to be ſettled 
on him, or even-handed juſtice will make the 


heavier weight to kick the beam. 


The dy Aten they bet ha wee 


and which was of the utmoſt importance, was, 


where the female companion and implements 


were concealed. Theſe, alſo, by a manœuvre 


of Mr. Clarke's, were diſcovered, but not till 
our hero's deceaſe. This we ſhall relate i in turn. 


| His behaving when firſt in ducts. was ra- 


ther inſolent. Mr. Bond, who during Price's 


hdence in King-ſtreet, Covent Garden, was. 
cler 


him i bed been conducted, and never to return 

we hardly need ſay, it was the late Sir J. Field- 
ing's, now Sir S. Wrights, in the way to which 
he often offered the above 11 5l. and declared, 
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clerk at Bow-Rtreet, had rifles bc on ateot 
of ſome money due to Sir John Fielding's mail 


ſervant, gained by inſuring with Price, which we 


have before mentioned. He taxed- Mr. Bond 
with prejudice againſt him on account of that 
affair, and complained that he ſhould not hare 
Juſtice done him. He laid the fame accuſation 
againſt Abraham Newland, Efq. principal 
caſhier of the Bank, who, he ſaid, would do him 
every poſſible injury on account of ſome for- 
mer antipathy that gentleman had conceived to 
him. 


exiſtence in truth, and were the effects of his 
predominant malice. Thus conſcious of his 
own guilt, he imputed revenge toevery gentle- 


man, who either performed the duty of making 


him amenable to the laws of his Country, or 
who ſtood forward, even officially, t to N = 
Calls of Juſtice. 1 90 


This meeting, however, wasto our hero ſome- 


thing ſimilar to that fo poetically deſcribed by) 


Gay; for altering the noun eee » 


£7. 25 really ling, ; . . 
| ; FOR 4 : v4 YL. 7 


His reaſons for this expreſſion, we are | 
ſtrangers to; but moſt likely they had never any 


Th 
Th 


Th 


meet! 


Magi! 
hiſtor? 


and he 


il ther 


innoce 
under 


Th 
be cal 
comp: 
menti 


ing pi 
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CHAB 
before 
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n. charge 15 prepar'd, the Diragor are met, 
bl he Juſtices rang'd — 4 terrible ſhow / 


The A which were aſked "We at this 
meeting, were indeed very few. He told the 
Magiſtrates it was needleſs to run through his 
hiſtory, they knew well enough who he was, 
and he ſhould make his defence at another place, 
i there was a neceſſity for it; but as he was an 
innocent man, he was certain he ſhould not be 
under any ſuch neceſſity. 


The examination being over, if ſuch it could 
be called, he was put into a hackney coach, ac- 
companied by Mr. Charles Jealous, the before- 
mentioned Mr. Thomas Ting, and the follow - 
ng pete billet: | . 


2 To the Governor of Tothilfields 
to wit. 5 Bridewell, or * Deputy. 


Res E into your FEE the body of 
CHARLES PRICE, here with ſent you, brought 
before me, Six Sampſon Wright, Knight, one of His 
MAJEST Y*s Juſtices of the peace in and for 
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| the laid City and Liberty, by Thouas "Trac 


and charged before me the ſaid Juſtice, upon 


the oaths of BENJAMIN Tirrix, ARA 


NEwLAND, ESQUIRE, and others, upon fuſpicin 


of having been guilty of divers FORGERIE S, againſ 


the Aatute Oc. 1 


SAMrSoR Him therefore alely . in your] 
Waichr. faid cuſtody for further examinatim, 


until he ſhall be diſcharged by due 
_ courſe of Law, and for ſo doing 
_ this ſhall be your ſufficient wa- 
rant. Given under my hand and 


Teal this 14th day of January, 1780, 


One 5 wwe muſt not omit to mention; 


when he was under examination, Sir Samplon 
Wright, ſuddenly called out Sam, who was pur- 
poſely placed behind Mr. Price: Sam anſwered, 


and appeared before his old maſter, who ſtarted 


as at a ghoſt; but recollecting himſelf, he aſſumed 


his old congee, and made a polite bow to his old 


ſervant, no doubt either to awaken his humanit), 


or hint at what he might expect if he diſclaimed 


him, The fact wats Samuel could ay ſwear 


to 


7 


to IF 


perſo 


B 


ty fre 


natui 
| plem 


be go 
affec 
wher 
at M 
ſtree 
cure 
the | 
ſerib 
mine 


coul. 


he ſe 
fine 


then 
her 1 
ſpe& 
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to | his vole, but had not the leaf idea of his 


perſon or features. 


; Being now in durance, and in imagined ſafe⸗ 
ty from all further harm, he turned his thoughts, 


naturally enough, to the deſtruction of the im- 


plements. Well knowing that nothing could 
be got out ofMrs. Price, or any of his family, to 


affect him, he had made no ſcruple of declaring, 
when under examination, that his lodgings were 


at Mr. Bailey's, a paſtry cook, in Portland- 
ſtreet, Oxford - ſtreet; and he was equally. ſe- 
cure that nothing could be found there, to afford 
the leaſt ſuſpicion of his being the forger de- 
leribed under the character of Patch. Deter- 


mined, therefore, to deſtroy every thing that 


could lend the leaſt aſſiſtance to that diſcovery, 
he ſent for Mrs. Price and his eldeſt ſon, a 
fine youth about fifteen years of age, and 


then to her great ſurprize, he communicated to. 


her thoſe. lodgings, and the cCumntangney re- 
ſpecting her aunt. | | 


| By the fon he - ſent a letter to M rs. Poultene y, 


informing her of his ſituation, defiring her 


inſtantly to deſtroy every atom of the appa- 


B  ratus, 
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8 FE IO ie.” To get this letter fake 1 

of priſon, he had recourſe to an expedient as art. nece 
ful as it was ſucceſsful. He told his ſon, that ther, 
it was often the cuſtom of the keepers of priſons cion 
to ſearch the perſons of viſitors to priſoners; go 

and as he was charged with an offence, to de. 
tect which he had every expedient to dread, his 7 
own fafety required' him to have recourſe to vey: 
equal ſtratagems to fruſtrate their deſigns. Ac- the 
cordingly, having wr#e the letter, he deſired his WM dum 
ſon to take off his ſhoe, which being done, Mr, and 
Price tore up the inner ſole, and under it putthe real 
letter to Mrs. Poulteney, with this injunction, kei 
that if he ſhould be aſked any queſtions at the Wl 
gate of the priſon, whether he had any thing Wl we 
from his father to carry any where, to ſay no: wo 
if they attempted to ſearch him, to ſubmit to the tha 
| ſearch * and with temper. . the 
. tur 


This eat ad theſe directions, ſeem 
to have been the reſult of a knowledge of the 
practice of priſons, and to defeat which, 10 


Newgate bird could have ſchemed better. We tet 
| do not indeed know, nor have we heard, that he hs 


was ever before confined on a chage of F elony. pr 


| 277 had often been in cane for debt, eo in w! 
ons 
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bach priſons, ſuch ſecret conveyances are un- 
| neceſſary. He could not derive his knowledge, 
therefore, from any other Garde than ſuſpi- 
cions founded upon hearſay, and what his own 
good ſends dictated to him. IH 


Thus prudent, and thus guarded, in his con 
veyance of a letter to the very perſon hom 
the Bank of England would have given any 
ſum to diſcover, - the manceuvre had it's effect, 
and the letter reached the aunt in ſafety, The 
reaſon why the gentlemen of the Bank were ſo⸗ 
licitous to diſcover the abode of this woman is 

evident, They knew that wherever ſhe was, 
the dangerous engines were; that to get at her, 
would have been getting into. poſſeſſion of all 
that was ſo. deſtructive to the community, and 
therefore the deſtruction of them was now, na- 


turally enough, the next object of their hearts. 


We muſt here, for a while, leave Mr. Price 
in his confinement, and accompany. the let- 
ter to. Mrs, Poulteney. "This ſhrewd Woman, . 
on the receipt of the letter, with an admirable 
preſence of mind, came down into the kitchen 
where the maid was, and mildly blamed.. her- for 

D.d 3 keeping 


| ; EF fully. tald the maid ſhe had received a letter from 


RF 
keeping ſo ſmall a fire in ſuch cold weather, She | 
ordered her to take the cheeks out of the erate, | 
and throw on freſh coals ; which being done, and 
the fire beginning to be ſomewhat high, ſhe art- 


her maſter, who was gone abroad, informing her 
that the cloaths he had lately worn were infected 
by the plague, contracted during the time of his 
being laſt out of England; and that he had or- 
dered her to burn the whole of them immedi- 
ately, for fear of the infection ſpreading, and 
e ng the lives of all i in the 8 


She accordingly beo Wa every article 
of them in which Mr. Price had concealed 
himſelf under the chaacter of Pat ch, &e. &c. 
and laying them on the kitchen floor, took a 
cullender and ſprinkled them with water till, 
they were ſufficiently damp to prevent their 
blazing. When this was done, ſhe put them 
on the fire, arid as ſoon as they began to blaze, 
took them off, turned and watered them afreſh, 
laying the unburnt part downwards: This ſbe 
continued till the whole were conſolidated into 
a cake, and by that means reduced every atom 


to a powder, Thus with a once of = 
| | an 


| LO 1 4 

and a dexterity unparalleled in fuch an extre- 
mity, let what would come to paſs, whatever 
could affect him as Mr. Price, nothing could 
then diſcover him, by dreſs, in his character of 
old Patch. e 


Having thus effected one principal end of the 
letter, ſhe then turned her thoughts to the other 
the deſtruction of the materials with which our 
hero had ſo induſtriouſly carried on his ingenious 
practices. The ſervant had a ſiſter living in the 
' neighbourhood, and Mr. Price having had oeca. 
ſion once. or twice for a carpenter, one had been 
employed by Mrs. Poulteney, through the medi- 
um of this ſiſter, but to whom Price had never 
been viſible. She therefore ordered the ſervant : 
to go for that carpenter, in order to take down 
the wood-frame, preſſes, inſtruments, &c. with 
which Price had made his paper, and printed 
off his notes frem the plates, all which were 
exactly fitted up in the mode. and manner of 

copper-plate printers, | 


As the deſcription of theſe implements might 
be attended with the moſt lamentable effects, 
the curious reader, we hope, will pardon the 

| | omiſſion 


1 32⁰ J 


emiſſion ; our deſign is to caution the able aud : : 
the indigent, and not to make the path of de. . 
FO Rryction cal. and familiar. a 
'To return. White 1 the maid was out for 85 
the carpenter, Mrs. Poulteney took the copper- 15 
plates, &c. put them into the fire, and when 15 
: thoroughly burnt through, and red hot, took 5 
them out, and let them lay till they were cool, vg 
whereby they were reduced to a pliability ca- 7 
pable of being twiſted and broken with eaſe, x 
Having effected this, ſhe reduced them to very TT 
ſmall pieces, and with a large bundle of ſmall 8 
wires, with which our hero had manufactured 
the paper and water marks, gave them to the 
ſon, deſiring him to take them to the duſt heaps 3 


behind the houſes, in the adjacent fields, and 
there diſtribute them from heap to heap, kick- 
ing the duſt over the pieces as he diſtributed P 
them, in order to prevent them from being ſeen 
by thoſe, whoſe: occupation daily led them to 
the duſt heaps; and alſo, if ſeen, they might 
Not be found in ſuch parcels, as to occaſion à a 
ſurpriſe, or future e — 
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The lad having obeyed his great aunt in theſe 
particulars, the remains of theſe plates lay there, 


till, by a ſtratagem of Mr. Clarke's, they were 


found and brought to Bow-ſtreet by duſt- men, 
who could have no idea of their uſe, who were 


rewarded as promiſed by Mr. Clarke. The car- 
penter having taken down the apparatus, and 
being paid for his trouble, was diſpatched; 

every thing then was brought down, and re- 


duced to aſhes, fo that hardly any thing re- 
mained a body, but the bits of plates and wires, 


which could not be reduced, and ſome large iron 


implements. which nothing i in her power could 
deſtroy. OT 


A circumſtance rather droll in its nature, at- 


tended the finding theſe wires, &c.—lt was dark 
when the duſt-men ſought for them, and the 
patrole ſeeing them lurking about, took them 


into cuſtody, on ſuſpicion of being there on 


ſome bad deſign—They were brought to Bow- 


ſtreet where an explanation took place, and the 
poor fellows were as much rejoiced at their de- 


ves as at the reward then given them. 


Let us now take leave of the lady and return 
to our. hero. 


The 


and gave them to Mr. Fenwick, that they 


AE. 
- 


La ) 


The night on which he was committed, he 


was ſitting drinking a glaſs of wine with Mr, 
Fenwick, when he pulled out of his fob pocket, 
a ten pound note, and kept ridiculing the officer 
who neglected. to look for it, as a piece of for- 
getfulneſs ; but when he departed for bed, he 
left the note wrapped round the ſtopper of a 
 decanter, over. which he had rolled i=, and in 


which it ſtood all night, where it was, after 


great ſearch, found the next morning. Whe- 


ther this was the effect of his confuſion, or whe- 
ther he endeavoured to ſhew the greatneſs of 
his ſou] by his apparent diſregard of ſuch a tri- 


fle, we do not pretend to determine. Before he 


was ordered up for a ſecond examination, he 


wrote the directions which we have had engra- 
ved, in order to ſhow the diſſimilarity of hands, 


might be ſent where he deſired, vide P- 245. 
On the Wed neſday flowing 5 was . 


up to Bow-ſtreet for re- er minemien, in the way 
to which he renewed, to Mr. C 


ſubject of the charge againſt him, laughed at 
the ſuppoſition, and jocularly declared, © I wiſh, 
from my heart the OLpHyPocRITE was taken,” 


To make any comment on the expr eſhon 1 
need- 


3, Jealous, the 
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needleſs; 3 the ſevereſt Gatyrilt exiſting, c or th at 

erer will exiſt, can never give him a more pro- 
per appellation than our hero beſtowed upon him- 

ell. The Social MonsTEs falls far behind i „ 
| conveying an idea of bis great qualities. - 


At this examination, which was intended only 
to let two or three of his agents have a peep at 
him, the very danger which he courted proved 
his deſtruction, for one of the waiters ſwore po- 

ſitively to him; and being aſked by Mr. Price, 
with no little aſſurance, how he knew him, the 
waiter replied, « I will ſwear to your eyes, noſe, 
mouth, and chin,” From this moment his effron- 


tery retired, to give place to all the horrors of . 
| gal- murder. | DE OB 
The ze day, the boy, whom he had em- 
ployed to take the money to the Bank, paid him 
a viſit in Bridewell, accompanied by his mother. 
The boy could not identify. him, but the mo- 
ther, who had ſeen him with her ſon about the 
Change, declared Price to be the man that had 
ſent him to the Bank; that ſhe knew his mouth 
and chin; and that her child ſhould not be hang- 
ed for him. He called the boy an honeſt good 
x | lad, 
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* but the mother, he: | Hoh to o have bee 
A a very wicked woman indeed ! 13 


45 


53 he had certainly 3 his Hebt who 
Previous to the third intended examination, claim. 


ed in writing, formal Oyer ; but the formality 
was fruitleſs by the great action of our hero, 


who, when he underſtood, and he had been very 
ſolicitous to know the. time when he was to be 


brought up to Bow-ſtreet, which was fixed for 


| Wedneſday the 25th of April, about twelve 
o'clock on the preceding evening, which was 


the 24th, he paid a viſit to thoſe ſhades, where 


thouſands were there aſſembled to hail the hap- 
py hour which ſent ſo great a genius to their 
' . ſociety. Thus the Bank of England were ſaved 


a great deal of more trouble and expence, by 
his hanging himſelf up with a cord againſt the 


poſt of the parlour door, thereby finiſhing an 
exiſtence, which was now become as great a 
burthen to himſelf, as it had been pernicious | 


to all who knew him. - 


| The news wie been immediately reported 
to the Magiſtrates, the conſideration, now. only, 
5 > „„ Was, 


| \ 


lac 


to 
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was, how to get at the implements, and "the : 


1 who had OR: our hero 8 e ſfenilar 5 


To effect chis, Mr. Clarke wot the following 


ſtep. He went to Mrs, Price, told her what 


had happened, and ſaid, that to prevent her huſ- 


band being buried in a croſs road, and to give 
the indulgence of a chriſtian funeral, the only 


thing was, to diſcover Mrs. Poulteney. The 
device had its effect, for Mrs. Price heſitatingg 


the elder- ſon dropped on his knees, and im- 


plored his mother to tell where ſhe lived, or 


permit him to «do it. — Fenderneſs: to her de- 
ceaſed brute, and the prayers of her child, pre. 
vailed, —ſhe told where the lodging was, and the i 


boy with Mr. Clarke, went in a coach to the 


Meuſe, where he found Mrs. | Poulteney, _ 5 


Mrs. Taylor. e 8 


; 1 9 
5 8 


dhe was taken into cuſtody, and as a matter 


of courſe, conducted to Bow-flreet, where ſhe 
 ingenuouſly told the circumſtances from begin- 
ning to end, which were of a nature ſufficient 
to ſtagger human belief, and which, we hope, 


for the honour of human nature, will never be 
| <qualled to the end of the world—to be ex- 
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5 &c. with which he made the Bank- notes, with ; 


the implements employed i in making the paper, 


.the preſs for printing off the notes, were found 
at a ſmith's in the neighbourhood, whither the 


carpenter, who took them down, had carried 
them by Mrs. Wen ; direction. 


The whole of the myſtery diforud the 


5 vrincipal offender dead, all the apparatus found: 
or deſtroyed, and the Gentlemen of the Bank 


fully fatisfied that no accomplice lurked behind 


the curtain; not wiſhing to take the life of a 
woman away, humanely diſcharged her. As 
well-wiſhers to the community, we hope her eſ- 


cape will teach her not to abuſe a lenity, which 


ſeems, in our opinion, to have been founded on 
miſtaken humanity, andwhich is rather confirmed 
by the following fact. On a ſecond ſearch, 
the frame with which Price made his paper was 


found in the houſe, and ſhe being aſked by Mr. 


Clarke what it was, with an art and compoſure 


which proved her a perfect diſci ple of her tu- 
tor's, replied, © It is a inſtrument I uſe for 
mangling.— I hope you won't take that away 
8 f 1 : ie 
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We have now concluded our account t of Mr. 
Price, from his birth ; but as. curious readers 
may wiſh to be informed of minute particulars 
relative to our hero, we beg leave to conclude 
our hiſtory with them, and then draw ſome ge- 
neral eee on che whole. . 


When he ne that the boy and his 
mother had been to the office in Bow-ſtreet, ge 
told the keeper he had been betrayed, Who be- 
trayed him he did not ſay, but having ſent for _ 
the boy, who did not know him, and not for the . 
mother who did, and their going afterwards to 
the Magiſtrates, convinced Mr. Price there was 
not fair play ſomewhere. The next morning ELD 
was found hanging in his flannel under-waiſtcoat, 
and without his hes, thereby imitating the exam- - 
ple of many other great men, who with the ut- 
moſt Tyburn heroiſm, ſcorned to have their me- 
mory inſulted by ſuch an indignity. i 


[| 
The invention, the eld By the means | 
| he took, were of a piece with his uſual caution 
and deliberation. He informed his ſon, that the - 
People of the priſon came into his room ſooner _ 
than he wiſhed: that, in his ſituation, he had 
lomething ſecret to write, which they. might [ 
Ee get f 


ü 25 3 


ä . at by ſuddenly. coming upon 8 that} he 
event it, and gave his ſon money to 


wiſhed to pr 
purchaſe two gimblets and a ſixpenny cord, 


pointing out to him how he would ſtick the gim. 


blets in from poſt to poſt, and tie the cord acroſs 
the door, which opened inwards, and thereby 
prevent any perſon from coming in till he pleaſed 
to permit them. The ſcheme had its effet— 
he faſtened the two gimblets under two hat. 


ſcrews, twiſting the cord round each, and thus 
he had four ſecurities to prevent his falling. 1 


Under his waiſtcoat were found three papers, 
Gan was a petition to the King, praying pro- 


tection for his wife, and eight innocent children, 
all of whom, he ſaid, had never offended. In 
this petition he ſtated, that he had written the 
pamphlet before - mentioned, with a view to 


prevent a war between the crowns of England 
and Denmark, and to reſcue the character of 


Queen Matilda from the baſe aſperſions caſt on 
it by the Queen Dowager's party, which, with 


his IN NOCENCE, he hoped, might be ſome plea 
for royal benevolence. The ſecond was the fol · 


lowing letter to Mr. and Mrs. Fenwick, which 
we preſent the reader with verbatim. . 


10 


e 


A 


[9] 
To hs 12170 and Gentle of this houſe I think 
it is Mrs. & Mr. F enwick. 15 


Accept pr pray my ſincere & beſt thanks for the 


many and great Civilitys Vou have had the Hu- 
manity to ſhew me under this grievous Vex- 


ation, 


I could no longer ſupport myſelf under the 
Tyranny with which I am Oppreſſed it has not 
only diſtroy'd & utterly ruin'd my TY but 
quite diſtroyed my Head 


May God bleſs and proſper you both and lit- 
tle Miſs God ſend You Health and Happineſs: 
and ever have you in His Holy Keeping 


With 0 and Gratitude 
8 i Lam y*: 
Much dg EY 
„„ Obt. Hum Set. 
Friday night CA,. PRICE, 
12 oClock | 
(Superſer OY 


The Gent», & Lady 1 believe 
Mrs & Mr Fenwick 


E ( Endorſed:) 
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e TOY warte; - 
Mr. Fensek e 1 
ty Aſter all the Papers are tons with 1 6280 you 8 
15 will deliver them to my Wife, it will be an ad | fro 
dition to thoſe Fauoure I have A Received 
- from You : 8 
0. PRI © * 110 
The ird paper, n or 9 | 
e Scripture, ſelected from the Book of Job J 
and the Pſalms. He had, on the preceding 2 -: 
Sunday, borrowed Mr. Fenwick's Bible, and | 
had been at prayers five hours with Mrs. Price Wl # 
that afternoon. He had been heard to read very 
audibly, and Mrs. Price's lamentations were till 
louder. On the Tueſday ſhe ſaw him again, [ 
It was then they parted, and—for ever, for ſhe p 
never ſaw him afterwards. —Thus, whilſt God's 
words were i in his mouth, . was in his | 
heart, and thus he thought to play the on Hr- 4 
rocktrx With his Maxzz, 1 
” 


The MEDITATION "= 


J. c. Hi. v. A ard 55 Led the de 925 * 
1 was 


* 
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| [was born, and be night in 1 it 1 wa la there | 


na ; man-child conceived. . 


Lu 1 that day be darkneſs; bt not God regard it 
from above, neither let the light ſhine upon ir. 


Perſe 11. Becauſe it ſhut not up the doors of my 
mather” 8 womb, nor * e e mint ret : 


1 * now foul 1 Jo "os | fil and thc 
* 1 * ee Thy had 1 been at 1 


26. I was not in 75 fat 3 bad Ire A, nei- 
| ther was { fs = TORR came. 


Chap. vi. ver. I I. b What 1 my. 1 OD. 
1 ſhould hope? and what is mine end that £ 4 5 | 


| prolong my ti fe? - 


13. "2 not my 1 heb 5 in wet a fein quite. 


driven mY me ; 


: 
| 
; 
5 
24. Deliver me OW os enemies hands rein | 
me from the hand NOR the mighty. 220 7 


Pſalm vi. ver: 6. "2 am nm far with my groan- 
ng! all the _ mo 1 my bed une, 
7 Mine 


; : 


t * 1 


* Mine eye is conſumed becay of my gr; N 
. . ali becauſe of all mine enemies, 


10. Lit alt mine — 
wexed Et them return and be * 


. 15. He made 6 git and Aube it, and i-. 
| ite cog ditch which he made. | 


. eee viii apenicanl bal | 
Fa his violent dealing ſhall come down upon his cun 


Pſalm xxv. ver. 6. Turn unto me and have 
„ | 


Pfaln xXXXV. ver. 7. Fur what cauſe 15 they 
did from me their net in a pit; which N 54 
#bey have digged far my foul. . : 


The reader may plainly ſe, that this collec- 
tion betrays a mind full of pride, malice, and re- 
venge, at once diſgracing the man, and unbe- 
coming the Chriſtian, eſpecially in his laſt mo- 
ments,. and fully confirms the appellation we 
_ Proper to hx to theſe memoirs. * his 


+ 


7h 


3 33 1 


coat pocket was found a new razor, which he 
had got a friend to bring to him, under pre- 
tence of his wanting to ſhave himſelf, If. the 
halter failed his - neck, the razor was ready for 
his throat, and thus he made affirance A s 


1 following letter he addreſſed to Mr. W | W. 
the gentleman Who favoured us with the early 
part of our great man's hiſtory, After having 
| robbed him, in trade, of upwards of 20001. and 
abuſed, in the moſt ſcandalous manner, his ho- 
neſt and unſuſpeRing nature, by devices as low | 
as they were infamous, we ſhall give it varbas 
tim et literatim, without a comment on its mo- 
deſty, only ſayuig it was delivered as it men- 
tions. 


* o 
* N oo 1 N 
, 4 E : 


ww 


Dr 8. | ? enmbll 
Miſfortune hath perſu'd me to _ eve. 4 
hs deceas'd in great diſtreſs. the Bearers 
are two of my Eldeſt Sons. they have got 5 
Brothers and One Sifter. and there Mather, 18 
in a very lo Condition. : 
If the 8 of the Former Friend- 
ſhip You have had for me. can be a motive for 
Jo Kindly to aſſiſt i in giving them both. or either 


of them bai of a Kind . or ien any 

manner. Affording relief to theyr diſtreſſed Mo 
ther ., the Almighty God will Bleſs You . for 2 
more exalted ee of Humane Py _ 
Cannot KDE, 
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cha- PRICE, 


Mattv. W—ns Eſqr 
James Street 
Weſtminſter 


e be ee 
dient & W & — meek and = 


By the date of chis Rea it appears 1 * 
been wrote on the Monday, which was the day 
before he ſo heroically diſpatched himſelf. 


b 28 1 
1 prit inciples he carried with him is the 


grave, for the day before his death he declared 


to Mr. Fenwick, that it was no fin to rob the 
Bank of England, becauſe it was robbing nobo- 
dy. Their annual gain, hes ſaid, by loſſes, fire, 


and ſea, by the ſudden deaths of people whoſe 


relations never knew where the property was, 
and of others on account of dying inteſtate, 
with numberleſs other reaſons, were ſo great, 
that it was doing no injury to any one to rob 
them. This ſentiment proved him, in his laſt 
hours, a MONSTER as incorrigible as SOCIAL. 


At the fan me: we muſt add, that he told 
every proceſs of the formation of a Bank note, 
and the internal management of the Bank, with 
an accuracy that too well proved his guilt; and 


commented upon his own conduct in a manner 


that juſtified the force of his declaration, which 
we inſerted in page 43 of theſe memoirs, VIZ. 


Had it not been fir 'n my p impetuofit of temper, I 1 


might naw have been worth an hundred thouſand 


Pounds. 5 


It is impoſible not to Arbe that 4 


ve have traced little leſs than an Io, ooo l. in 
: 1 


t W 1 


his poſſeſſion, 1 near '10,0001: of which he mik 
in the laſt five years of his life, yet he profeſſed 
to die poor. — That, and that. only is a ſecret to 

us.—There is one perſon now living in the world, 
that perhaps can tell, if he did die poor, what be⸗ 
came of all the caſh. If he did not die poor, 
that perſon muſt know how it was diſpoſed of X 
—We muſt here do juſtice to a much injured 
and a much to be pitied wife, Mrs. Price —As 
ſhe was innocent of a participation of his crimes, 
he is ignorant of how the 9 wealth was 
en. V b 


Th * 


. the hau deer g9 wee. 


” Be __ fact, 1 as > it may, it is a a ful 
g demonſtration, that where the Almighty 
permits, for unknown reaſons, ſo much wick- 
edneſs to exift, the wretch is at the ſame time 
deprived of the power of emopins it, with caſe, 
2p and OP 


| His AE during this: time of his impri- 
ſonment was of the ſame caſt which he always 
aſſumed whenever he had the good opinion af 


5 ny, perſon to gain.—It was nn and . 


” "0 
vl to the higheſt degree of hypocriſy, and cor- 
reſponded with his wonted obſervation, ce That 


mankind conſiſted of tygers, wolves, and foxes, 
but no lambs,” his own behaviour, however, 


proving, “ That there are wolves in lambs 
ug cloathing. 


It was his conſtant boaſt, that he never was 
drunk but once in his life, and then it was 


bis ruin. — We have no doubt but he allud- 


ed to the time of his clerkſhip at Weovil in 


Hampſhire, as already mentioned. But though 
he was free from this vice, as well as that of diſ- 


ſpated lewdnefs, yet his life, conſiſting of fifty- 


five years, was a ſcene of conſtant 29 15 accu- 
mulated villanies. | 


Af 


He had a 05 of almoſt every trade ex- 


ſting, for if any one was mentioned, to him, 


which he did not underſtand, he was indefa- 


tizable till he was maſter of it; and it is well 


J worthy obſervation, that during his laſt fix years 
his plan was changed with the year. Tis true, 
no other Forger ever flouriſhed ſix months, thou gh : 
our hero reigned ſix years ; yet he was ſecured. 
at laſt by the moſt idle and ſimple neglect that 
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een the greateſt ien would . been gun 


185 againſt, . SEE: 


— 


Amongſt other 1 which ; croud 
themſelves on us, we cannot but think that Mrs, 
Hickeringill is, in ſome meaſure, to be pitied— 


When we conſider. that this eminent betrayer 


got her into his clutches in her infancy, and that 
it is moſt likely, that he drew her in, ſtep by ſtep, 


till ſhe found herſelf fo deeply involved, that. ſhe 
could not retreat, her cafe may plead ſome degree 
of compaſſion. *Tiis plain, however, ſhe had im- 

|  bibed ſome of his ſentiments, for, on Mr. Mac 
 Manus's, an officer of Bow ſtreet, going to her 


Houſe, the day after ſhe was diſcharged, for ſome 
part of the apparatus 15 behind ſhe exclaimed, 


2 eine: thoſe who fol into the hands if 
the Bank ! 


How far ſhe was then TELLS 2 OY contrition 


let the. fact ſpeak for itſelf without a comment. 


We cannot, however, Win the N g0 unac- 
quainted with one little ludicrous circumſtance— 


When an old woman, who is the ſervant of Mr. 
| Fenwick; 


== os © =» =» = 8 0 


18 
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F wiel went into his room, Which was about 
even in the morning, he was ſtanding, as ſhe 


thought, againſt the door, for his toes actually 
touched the ground; ſhe faid, How do you do, 


bir? but receiving no anſwer, and the wind of 
the door ſwinging our hero round, ſhe ſtarted, 
not in the attitude, but in a much louder ftrain, 


than ever a country Hamlet did, when. accoſted: 
by his father's ghoſt. FS 


It has been ſaid in the publie papers, that he 
had employed his Solicitor, appointed his Coun- 


eh, arranged his affairs with prudence and wiſ- 
dom for making his defence, and that opinions 
had been given on his caſe ſufficiently favourable 


to induce him to ſtand trial: Not a word of this 


is true, except the circumſtance of having en- 


gaged an Attorney. If there is any meaning 


in the ſuppoſed favourable opinions, it is this: 
that changing the Teller's ticket at the Bank. 


from a ſmall to a larger ſum, payable by a Ca- 


| thier, was a Fraud and not a Forgery, Such 


an anſwer, to ſuch a caſe, might have been 
given by thoſe perſons of the profeſſion who are 
lawyers among fools, and fools among lawyers ; 


but we dare aſſert, that Mr. Price would not 


F {£23 © „„ 


TT. 1 
have FIN" to any ſuch ſhallow ut lle 
would have ſtated his caſe to men eminent in 
the profeſſion, and converſant i in the crown lay, 
From them, he muſt have been told, that as 
long as the words WARRANT, or ORDER, for 
payment of money, remain in the ſtatutes, for 
the prevention of forgeries, they would have told 
bim, that altering, or publiſhing a Teller 
ticket, knowing it to be altered, with an inten- 
tion to defraud, is a e e 
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5 it is da from the 8 4 M. e 
"HA placed no confidence in the-ſhallow objec⸗ p 
tion—he was conſcious it would not avail him; i 
that if his identity was proved, he Was undone, | y 
and his ſole reliance was on the concealment of WM 7 
bis perſon. On this he ſo much relied, that he 2 
f 

I 

t 

b 

b 

t 


braved his fate, and courted the encounter, by 
ſending for the people whom he had employed 
as Patch, to view him as Price; ſo well was he 
aſſured that they could never recognize him as 
the former, in the character of the latter. 
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We are certain that this opinion prevailed on « 
£ him to ſend for them, becauſe his natural aſſu- i 
; rance was, ae in the following meaſure he : 


hal WM 


t 1 1 


pected. He would go to the coffee-houſes about 


Change, appear as Price, enquire for Mr. Nor- 
ton, write a letter, and leave it at the bar. In 
ten minutes he would come in again as Mr. 
Norton, take his own gs drink his aero: 


and away. 


. On d "av after his executing himſelf. the 
Coroner's inqueſt ſat on his body, and having 
examined his conduct previous to it, and the +. 
papers he left behind him, they readily brought 

in their verdict ele de ſe; in conſequence ot 
which he was buried on the Saturday evening at 
nicht, in the croſs road near the priſon, amidſt 

a numerous croud: of ſpe&ators. On the fub- 
ſequent Saturday the grave was, early in the £9 
morning, found dug up, and the ſhell; which - 


the pariſh provided, laying on the ground. We 


have been informed, and have ſome reaſon to 
believe it true, that the unhappy widow paid 
| that pious regard to his remains, which his con- 


duct towards her, when living, never merited ; 


and that he at laſt was laid in conſecrated ground. 8 
How far he deſerved even this reſpect, theſe 


memoirs have pretty plainly demonſtrated. 


17 m! wy 


had bien ante to try if he was even fuſ⸗ x; 
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"In. juſtice to an individus we 01 0 not t to 
omit. mentioning, that as ſeveral news- papers 
7 have propagated a report. that Mr. Price had 
borrowed of Mr. Aldus a large ſervice of plate, 
and left bank- notes as ſecurity for his returning 
it, we aſſure the reader that it was wholly falſe 
and groundleſs. Mr. Aldus took every ſtep in 
his power to diſcover the impoſtor.. He had 
pledged things of value ſeveral times there in the 


name of Powel—Mrs. Poulteney had been there 


on the ſame errand, as Mrs. Powel-—had repre- 


ſented him as her huſband, and as having an in- 


portant poſt at St. James's. They had talked 
oſ each other as man and wife, and each of them 


had pledged the ſame gold watch at different 
times. But on his apprehenſion he denied any 


knowledge of her, even to Mr. Aldus's face. 


We mention theſe circumſtances to ſhew how 
weak and inefficacious is all the art and ſubtilty 
of man, when guilt, even of the longeſt ſtand- 


ing, is ſuddenly attacked; for this circumſtance, 
if he had taken his trial, would have been one 
of the . features of hs dann de, 


Before we conclude our account t of dis grit 


5 


. 
man, we beg leave to make an obſervation on 
his exit, ” e 19s: 


— 


2 


Conſcious of bid own gude b fads a nl. 
ing upon facts, and a public ignominious death 
ſtaring him full in the face, he ſunk under the 
weight of his own fears. Without fortitude to 

ſupport him in the hour of trial, he determined 

to avoid the fate of a public execution, by an 
act of private deſperation. — Had his courage been 
equal to his ingenuity; he would have met his fate 
with a modeſt and reſolute manlineſs; but he 
rather choſe to conyvince the world that his cow- 
ardice was as great as his cunning: from which 
one inference may ſafely be drawn, that Mr. 
Price! is a tremendous inſtance, that though art 
and addreſs may triumph for a period, yet when 
public juſtice overtakes public offenders, human 
ability is the moſt deceitful and inſufficient prop 
that ever ingenious guilt can reſt upon. We 
venture to moralize thus far upon the ſhocking 
cataſtrophe, becauſe of all his accumulated 


erimes, SELF-MURDER, as it was his laſt, fo it 
was his worſt. | 


- 
— 


Not that wi boo was ayed by any ſuch idea, 


; TW 
- ä iſe while 
| living, ſo he contemned him in the hour of 
death, and heroically met- his deſtiny with al 
the magnitude of nad elt in Virgil: 


a 


125 hone ao, argue in utrumgue paratus | 
Se ſee Debi, oo certæ occumbere Marti! 


POSTCRIPT. 


"Since the concluſion of theſs Memoirs, we 
have been informed, that the maltſter, whom our 
great man ruined at Wandſworth, and who had 
tte ſatisfaction of ſeeing the corbner's verdi 
performed, (vide page 133) Was Mr. Wood, and 
the gentleman whom he intended to defraud 
of diamonds, was Mr. Levy of Lincoln's Inn 
ae vide Page 282, IE 
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For YOUTH of both Sexes, ornamented with the Head of | | 
Captain COOK, and a CHART, containing the Track of 
"the Shit; | Rds eee : 


| A Abridgment of Captain COORK's Three 
| Voyages round the World, —The Firſt from 1768 to 
1771, the Second from 1772 to 1775, and the Third and Laſt 5 
from 1776 to 1783. To which is added, Captain Furneaux's | 
* during his ſeparation in the ſecond Voyage. The | 
Ahole containing an Account of every intereſting tranſaction, f | 
ad an accurate deſcription of all the new diſcoveries, with the S 
cuſtoms and manners of the inhabitants. To which is Jdded, od 
Captala Couk's Life, with the particulars of his death, at full 
length, written by Captain King, V 


3 
Thoſe hd have the care of youth of either ſex, cannot put 
à more entertaining work, for the hours of relaxation from 
ſtudy, into their hands. The whole is comprized in two Pocs 
ket volumes, price 6s, ſewed, or 78. bound. Each volumes 
may be had ſeparate,” price 38. ſewed, or 3s 6d. bound, 
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The GenTLEMan's Gu1De in his Tour through France; 
with an account of the public carriages by land and water, and . 
he hours of their departure and arrival. Written by an Officer, 

Wao travelled on an œconomical principle. To which is added, 

a correct Map of all the pot roads, containing the diſtances of 

the towns, laid dgwn in a familiar manner. The ſeventh edi= | 
ton, with confidEfable additions. Particularly an accurate ac» 
count of the different routes through Italy, and the expence 

of travelling from ſtage to ſtage. Price 38. 6d. : | 


TALES 


5 4 266 * i. 
Tee 8 of the Twelfth and Thirteenth Cen- 
turies, Vith Notes, hiſtorical ee A 


Among which are 


The Devil and the Hermit, The Baroneſs of Vergy, | 
The Minſtrel turned out f The Parſon's Cow, 


n, I u The Woman that made thrice 
The 1 Dame, the circuit of the church, 
The Wife that tried her not. The Woman that enſnated a 

band, | Prieft, a Provoſt, and 2 
The Three Thieves, Ranger, 

The Pedlar, a comic 3 The Queen that killed her 
The Norman Batchelor, 1 Seneſchal, 
The Two Tradeſmen and the | The Knight that confeſſed his 
Clown, Wife, OY 
The Knight and the Trap- | Aucaflin and Nicolette, 
door The Wife of Orleans, 


The Child-melted by the Sun, | The Parſon's Legacy, 


Thee Houſebreaker that went. | The Citizen of Abbie, 


ed to deſcend, "2 a Ra he” 15 Lays Beggars of Co f 
of the Moon, + 8 
— | The Phyſician of Brai, 
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9 8 And mace others which cannot be id 10 the limits of this 


8 advertiſement. 3 
Tue Vols. Price Six 70 ſewed, | 
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8 CAR and 8 hon: YE * Introduction to 


HERAL DRY, containing a conciſe Dictionary of the terms 


uſed in Heraldry, and above eight hundred examples, elegantly 
engraved; inſtructions for ſketching or blazoning arms, 4 
practiſed among the Heralds and Engravers 3 2 familiar expla- 
nation of hatthments, atchievements, or eſcutcheons, ſhewing 


_ ar one view what branch of a family they belong to, or are e 


ed in memory of. A new edition, improved. Price 5. 


THE 


e WE 
THE BEAUTIES OF STERNE. 
Including the moſt intereſting, parts of STzaxr's Won ts, 


Particularly the Stories of Corporal Trim, Lefevre, Trim's 
2 che Fille de Chambre, the Monk, Dead A the 


s 


Dwarf, the Biguine, Maria, the Sword, the- Starlingy Shan- 
dy's Juſtification, the Supper, the Pye-man, the Sermon on a 


bad Conſcience, the Hiſtory of a Watch- coat; and 2 2 
exceptionable parts, or looſe expreſſions of this elegant writer; 
are here omitted, in order to render it an entertaining parlour 
Vvindow volume, for readers of every claſe, particularly youth 

vf both ſexes, It has alſo been introduced into ſeveral reſpet᷑t- 
able ſchools. In one pocket volume, price half a crown, 
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THE PoE TIC AL Won xs of David Gazrick, Efq. now 


firſt collected, containing explanatory notes, with a liſt of his 
works, and the different I eee arranged in 


chronological order; alſo a ſhort account of his life, and the 
Monody on his death, written by Mr. Sheridan, and ſpoken 
by Mrs. Yates, of Drury-lane Theatre. In two volumes, 
price 78. in boards | . 
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KrAxSsLZV's Anus of the PrEAS and PEERESSES of Eng- 


land, Scotland, and Ireland, neatly engraved, with an Englim 


tranſlation of the Mottes. Price 19. 6d, 
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EssAvs on Suicrpz, and the IM MOR TAL IT of the 


Sovr; aſcribed to the late David Hume, Eſq. With remarks 


intended as an antidote to the poiſon: contained in theſe per- 
formances, by the Editor. To which are added, Two Letters 
on Suicide, from Rouſſeau's Eloiſa. Price 38. 6d. Theſe ef- 


ſays have been for ſome time clandeſtinely ſold at a very extra- 
Vasant price, without any comment. _ 
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A TOUR through Hor LAND and the Aus TRIAN NRE- 


THERLANDS up to PAri6, Second Edition, price 3s. 6d. 
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| extraded From the works of, "EY 
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rene, a Tragedy. The Winter's Walk. Stella in Mount 
| Pape a of Wealth. — The Natural Beauty.— Tranſlation” of 


Price 28. 6d. 


the world you Will thrive beſt in? 


£5 Houles of Heaven. 3 "6 "RI oO AEST ESD "3 


\ 
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The eee Wenge of — Jan 101 05 
88 London, a ſatire. The Vanity of Human Wiſhes! 


ing — The N Wiſh. - An Eyening Ode to Stella, 
oe i; and Landry oder,” PRE 
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" The an of Jonnzon-2. mf : Tir 
Obſervations, Moral, 6 438 2 Micelaneou, -accura 


3 6 
47 1 
i ; 


pe. a jounsom | 
and ne) in Alphabetical Order, after the manfier of the 
Duke De la N Maxims. . "NOW: — 
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The Nx w A. or, Art of Kade N 
Events; 3 which has been heretofore conſidered a work of 'dith-' 
culty, now rendered familiar. to every capacity, by which the 
following queſtions may be readily anſwered, viz. Whether you. 
ſhall poſſeſs riches, or ſtruggle with poverty ! Wh and when 
you ſhall marry? How long you ſhall live z Who are your ene - 
mies or friends? If a perſon who is abſent, either upon a jour-" 
ney, or in a foreign country, be living, or not ? What part of? 

Whether you will ad they 
perſon at home you are going to? Method of findi ing loſt. or 
ftolen goods. Whether a perſon ſick ſhall die or recover ? Whe- 
ther a journey or voyage will be proſperous! ? And. a great? u , 
ber of others equally extraordinary; particularly, the Act'of 
Phyfiognomy, by which the diſpoſition. or . temper. of. a pen 
may be known by conſulting the features of the face, Te, Lis 
alſo ornamented with a Farin ri tue 


n 
A 3 


IM 


e HET DOI 5 Jan. $7 52 Philo. <1 
4 new N greatly imp! ove HI half a cron. 3 


| 0 
* * 


